
FACEBOOK.COM:  TheLivingstonParishNews               INSTAGRAM.COM:  LivingstonParishNews               TWITTER.COM:  @LPNews1898

 THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2020

VOLUME 122, NUMBER 33 WWW.LIVINGSTONPARISHNEWS.COM

$2

BY THE NUMBERS: 
05/19/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana
35,038

Louisiana deaths
2,458

Livingston Parish cases
356

Total tests
279,000

26

1,004

Presumed recoveries
26,249

Hospitalizations

On ventilators
112

Livingston Parish deaths

4,600
Livingston Parish tests

KEEPING TRACK OF NURSING HOMES

A 
NUMBER 

TO 
SAVE

FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
Gov. John Bel Edwards announced Monday that the state will now release COVID-19 information for nursing homes.

STATE WILL NOW RELEASE DATA ON COVID-19 CASES, DEATHS

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

On Monday, the Louisiana De-
partment of Health released the list of 
all nursing homes that have reported 
at least one case of the novel corona-
virus, the first time in six weeks the 
state has confirmed which facilities 
have cases.

The list, which can be viewed by 
clicking here, includes two nursing 
homes in Livingston Parish.

Louisiana nursing homes are 
required to report all positive 
COVID-19 cases to the state, accord-
ing to the Department of Health.

However, the state stopped releas-
ing the names of individual nursing 
homes in early April, citing “the 
volume.” Since April 1, the state has 
released only aggregate numbers of 
infections and deaths in senior living 
facilities as well as the total number 
of facilities with known cases.

Nursing homes are among the 
hardest-hit places for the novel coro-
navirus, which has more dire — and 
in some cases, more fatal — conse-

quences for people over 60 years of 
age and those with underlying health 
conditions.

In its Monday report, the Depart-
ment of Health said it is “working 
with each individual facility to 
increase testing of residents with 
and without symptoms; to minimize 
infection; and to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.”

According to the new data, Golden 
Age Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center and Harvest Manor Health-
care and Rehabilitation Center, both 
in Denham Springs, are Livingston 
Parish nursing homes with confirmed 
COVID-19 cases.

Of its 151 residents, Golden Age 
has reported 24 COVID-19 cases 
among its residents, resulting in four 
deaths. Harvest Manor, which is also 
reporting 151 residents, has report-
ed 24 cases that have resulted in 11 
deaths.

The combined 15 deaths at the two 
nursing homes account for 60 percent 
of the confirmed 25 COVID-19 relat-
ed deaths in Livingston Parish.

Additionally, there have been 24 

reported cases of the coronavirus 
among the staff at both Golden Age 
(11) and Harvest Manor (13).

The Department is following 
recent CMS requirements and only 
certified adult care facilities are 
required to report the information in 
this report. This information, which 
the Department of Health said “is as 
complete and accurate as possible,” 
will be reported weekly on Mondays.

Across the state, the Louisiana 
Department of Health is reporting 
34,709 COVID-19 cases, a jump of 
277 overnight off of 4,578 new tests. 
The state also reported 26,249 “pre-
sumed” recoveries, up by 2,641 from 
the previous week.

As a whole, the state again report-
ed 15 new deaths from the novel 
coronavirus overnight to bring the 
total to 2,440 fatalities. This marks 
two straight days in which the state 
has reported less than 20 COVID-19 
related deaths.

Locally, Livingston Parish is now 
reporting 350 positive COVID-19 
cases.

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

The State of Louisiana celebrated a milestone Friday, as 
many businesses that were closed by the governor's proc-
lamation due to the spread of the novel coronavirus were 
allowed to reopen.

Mostly at 25% capacity, but steps were being taken to kick 
start the economy.

The move came as the Governor John Bel Edwards an-
nounced that testing throughout the state would increase in 
a major way so that public health officials could 'stay ahead 
of the virus.'

Serology testing, or seeking antibodies for COVID-19, 
was one form, and increased, regular coronavirus tests were 
the other. The governor said that the federal government 
had agreed to a partnership with Louisiana to increase 
COVID-19 testing to 200,000 per month.

The third, contact tracing, received a split reaction from 
the public. For some, the program seemed intrusive and 
violated privacy law. For others, the program represented a 
way to stay ahead of the spread of coronavirus.

Contact tracing will be an arm of the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health, and is a form of investigative health care. 
Individuals will make phone calls to residents who recently 
tested positive for COVID-19, and those with who they 
recently made contact.

According to the governor, 298 contact tracers have been 
trained so far and will begin making calls Monday at an 
increased rate. Early models predict that, at the height of 
the spread of coronavirus, Louisiana could need as many as 
700 tracers.

If you want to apply, email ContactTracing@La.gov.

CONTACT TRACING HAS A 
LINE - 877-766-2130
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BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

Friday was a surprise day for many, as 
announcements released said that a new, 
$3 trillion stimulus package had passed 
the house.

The vote came on mostly partisan 
grounds, passing narrowly 208-199. 
However, even some democrats weren't 
comfortable with the bill - especially those 
representing more moderate areas, repub-
lican-majority districts.

HEROES Act, as it's been called, is 
expected to face fierce push back from a 
Republican-controlled Senate, when they 
decide to address it. According to Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-Kentucky), the Senate may consider 
the bill after Memorial Day to "weigh 
options."

The 1,800 page bill is focused on 
provided more money for state, city, and 
tribal governments, with over a third of 
bill (nearly $1.1 trillion) dedicated to those 

governing bodies. $375 billion of that 
would be specifically focused on suburban 
and rural governments that were left out 
of earlier bills.

The bill would also provide a new 
"direct cash aid" payment to households, 
boosted to $6,000 per unit, as well as a 
$175 billion in housing assistance to pay 
mortgages and rents.

For the unemployed, the $600-per-week 
boost in unemployment payments would 
last through January of 2021, as opposed 
to July 31 of this year, and the bill the 
would add 15% increase for food stamps. 
There's also $200 billion in "hazard pay" 
for essential workers. For businesses, it 
provides an employee retention tax credit.

$75 billion would go toward more virus 
testing.

Among other things, the bill:

GRAVES VOTES 'NO' ON 
HEROES ACT STIMULUS

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

May 15 marked the 
beginning of Phase 1 to kick 
start the Louisiana econo-
my, after having pieces shut 
down to the spread of the 
novel coronavirus.

Some government pieces 
were shut down, as well, in-
cluding the Office of Motor 
Vehicle locations through-
out the state.

Gov. John Bel Edwards 
takes questions from the 
public during his tri-week-
ly press conferences and, 
Friday, he was asked as 
to whether or not DMV's 
would be re-opened during 
Phase 1.

"Yes," was the simple 
answer.

According to the gover-
nor, 11 sites will re-open 
to take customers during 
Phase 1 - Livingston Parish 
included. The governor 
reminded the audience that 
the offices will be limited to 
25% of their normal capaci-
ty, including employees.

They would also be oper-
ating at a limited capacity, 
and the governor asked that 
only those seeking essential 
services visit the office in 
person. Edwards asked that 
those who could, contin-
ue to utilize the OMV's 
website at https://www.
expresslane.org/Pages/Offic-
esLocations.aspx

LIVINGSTON 
PARISH DMV TO 

RE-OPEN AS 
PART OF PHASE 1

FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
Rep. Garret Graves said he voted 'no' on the HEROES Act mostly because it was not 'bi-
partisan' and did not focus on the disaster.
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