
BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

2020 was going to be a year of big change for Living-
ston Parish property values - or, at least, the amount of 
property taxes they paid.

Every four years, Jeff Taylor and the Livingston Parish 
Assessor's office have to go through a 'reassessment' peri-
od, wherein the office must study the real estate market 
and determine what increased value of real estate in 
certain portions of the parish. They must also go out and 
make sure they have measurements on as many homes as 
possible. According to Taylor, thanks to aerial mapping 
and some "old-fashioned hustle" by his office, over 90% 
of the appropriate properties in Livingston Parish have 
sound measurements and are on the tax rolls.

The last reassessment year? 2016, and Taylor's office 

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason 
Ard was described as someone who 
believes in 'service above self.'

The motto of the Rotary associa-
tion, it was used Friday at a swear-
ing-in ceremony for the lawman to 
paint a lasting picture of someone 
who chooses to serve Livingston 
Parish.

And Ard will continue doing just 
that, as he takes the mantle for a 
third term after winning re-election 
unopposed, when his opponent was 
removed after being considered 
inelligible.

However, those acts of service will 
extend beyond the boundaries of the 
parish. On Friday, Ard also received 
the honor of being the first Living-
ston Parish Sheriff to be elected as 
President of the Louisiana Sheriff's 
Assocation.

When describing why he wanted 

to run, Ard fought back tears and de-
scribed how the association came to 
he and the sheriff's office aid during 
the flood.

The sheriff recounted standing 
outside his office, trying not to feel 
overwhelmed, when several deputies 
from Webster Parish asked him what 
they could do to help after having 
worked all night, with no sleep.

"If I can give one year of service 
back for that help, I will," Ard said of 
running for the helm of the sheriff's 
assocation.

The event, hosted by Revival 
Temple in Walker, pulled about 50% 
capacity and temperatures were 
taken at the door in keeping with 
COVID-19 mitigation efforts. Ard's 
deputies were also sworn in by 21st 
Judicial District Judge Beth Wolfe.

21st Judicial District Attorney 
Scott Perrilloux spoke on behalf 
of the sheriff, saying that in many 
instances people would say that his 

attornies work for the district attor-
ney's office, and that Ard's deputies 
work for him.

"Neither is true," Perrilloux said 
with a laugh, "but it's always a plea-
sure to work with (Livingston Parish 
Sheriff's Office deputies) on cases."

Sen. Bill Cassidy also attended the 
event, but did not speak.

Ard, 46 with over 20 years of law 
enforcement experience working 
in every capacity, has served as 
Sheriff the past eight years following 
a career that has included stints at 
the Livingston Parish Prison, as a 
road deputy, detective and chief of 
detectives. 

“We have a tremendous group of 
men and women – all dedicated to 
going above and beyond to serve and 
protect,” Ard said. “We battle a lot 
of challenges linked to the parish’s 
growing pains, but having the group 
of professionals that we do and 

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Louisiana will not move 
into Phase Three of reopen-
ing the state amid the novel 
coronavirus pandemic 
when the current order ex-
pires at the end of the week, 
Gov. John Bel Edwards 
announced Monday.

Instead, the state will 
remain in Phase Two for 
an extra 28 days, Edwards 
said, citing the recent spikes 
in COVID-19 cases, partic-
ularly among young people, 
and hospitalizations.

“This is not the direction 
we want to be headed in,” 
Edwards said.

As of June 22, Louisi-
ana ranks No. 7 out of 23 
states across the country 
experiencing an increase in 
COVID-19 positive cases. 
Those include the neigh-
boring states of Texas, Ar-
kansas, Alabama, Florida 
and Georgia.

The state reached “grim” 
milestones on Monday, 
surpassing 50,000 total 
COVID-19 cases and 3,000 
deaths.

Phase Two was sched-
uled to end on June 26. 
Edwards said he expects a 
proclamation announcing 
the extension to be signed 
into law by Thursday. The 
order will keep in place 
occupancy limits and other 
restrictions.

Edwards said he and his 
team will do “another deep 
dive” into the data two 
weeks from now to deter-
mine if new restrictions are 
needed.

“We will continue to 
be driven by the data,” 
Edwards said.

The governor’s decision 
comes after a “concerning” 
uptick in coronavirus cases 
and hospitalizations in cer-
tain parts of the state over 
the last few weeks, particu-
larly the Acadiana area.

Overall, the state has 
recently seen large increas-
es in new cases, reporting 
3,216 new cases from June 
17-20, the most in a four-
day stretch since April. 
Most of those cases were 
the result of “community 
spread,” the Louisiana De-
partment of Health (LDH) 
said last week.

Even more “alarming” 
than the number of new 
cases, Edwards said, is 
the recent increase in 
COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions. Hospitalizations saw 
a big jump on Monday, 
increasing by 41 to 630 
statewide. Since June 13, 
hospitalizations across the 
state have risen by 88.

While the state is “no-
where near” overwhelming 
its healthcare capacity, 
Edwards said that could 
happen “if we don’t get 
back on top of this.”

“Hopefully the people of 
Louisiana are paying at-
tention,” Edwards said. “It 
isn’t in one or two areas of 
the state. This is happening 

statewide now.”
To advance in the White 

House’s “Open Up Amer-
ican Again” plan, vetted 
by the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC), a state must 
see decreases in reported 
COVID-like symptoms, 
cases, and hospitalizations 
over a 14-day period.

While the majority of the 
state’s nine LDH regions 
passed those thresholds to 
advance to the first two 
phases, most went back-
ward this time around, 
according to a graphic pro-
vided by Dr. Alex Billioux, 
assistant secretary for the 
Office of Public Health.

In terms of COVID-like 
symptoms, only Region 7 
(Shreveport/Bossier area) 
was showing a decrease 
over the 14-day period 
ending June 22. Five of the 
nine regions were showing 
signs of plateauing while 
three (Regions 1, 4, and 5) 
were increasing.

Seven of the nine LDH 
regions showed signs of 
increasing over the last two 
weeks, with only Region 8 
(Monroe) decreasing. That 
resulted in three regions 
showing an increasing 
number of hospitalizations 
(Regions 4, 5, and 6), three 
showing a plateauing num-
ber of hospitalizations (Re-
gions 1, 7, and 9), and three 
showing signs of decreasing 
(2, 3, and 8).

“Case increase is trans-
lating to an increase in 
hospitalizations,” Billioux 
said. “It’s not just a factor 
of tests. These are people 
who are getting sick from 
COVID.”

Another point of concern 
has been the “dramatic” 
growth of COVID-19 
among young people.

On Monday, people 
ages 18-29 became the 
age group with the most 
cases of the novel corona-
virus, reaching a total of 
8,456 COVID-19 cases to 
account for 16 percent of all 
cases to date, according to 
the latest figures from the 
Louisiana Department of 
Health.

Though people under 
30 have only account-
ed for 13 of the state’s 
3,004 COVID-19 related 
deaths, health experts 
have repeatedly said they 
have the ability to spread 
it to those most vulnerable 
populations, which include 
people over 60 years of age 
and those with underlying 
health conditions.

“It’s still a very serious 
situation, especially when 
these younger people go 
home with older people,” 
Edwards said.

Phase Two will keep 
most businesses at 50-per-
cent capacity, though 
businesses such as bars 
without food permits will 
only be allowed 25 percent. 
Businesses such as carni-
vals, amusement parks, 
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BY THE NUMBERS: 
06/23/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana
51,595

Louisiana deaths
3,021

Livingston Parish cases
751

Total tests
636,000

36

646

Presumed recoveries
39,792

Hospitalizations

On ventilators
83

Livingston Parish deaths

10,300
Livingston Parish tests
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MCHUGH DAVID • THE NEWS
Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason Ard is sworn in for his third term as chief lawman, and first term as President of the Louisiana 
Sheriff's Association.

ARD SWORN IN
SHERIFF ENTERS THIRD TERM, EARNS HONOR OF FIRST LIVINGSTON 
PARISH SHERIFF TO BE PRESIDENT OF STATE'S SHERIFF ASSOCIATION
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MCHUGH DAVID • THE NEWS
Livingston Parish Assessor Jeff Taylor recorded a podcast 
with the News, wherein he discussed the change in 
assessments for residents over the next year.
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