
FACEBOOK.COM:  TheLivingstonParishNews               INSTAGRAM.COM:  LivingstonParishNews               TWITTER.COM:  @LPNews1898

 THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2021

VOLUME 122, NUMBER 33 WWW.LIVINGSTONPARISHNEWS.COM

$1

TRAGIC
RIVER 

SEASON
RAPIDES MAN PERISH-

ES WHILE TIKI TUBING; 
THIRD INCIDENT IN SIX 
WEEKS, TWO OF WHICH 

WERE FATAL
HOPING FOR A NEW SCHOOL

SCHOOL BOARD COMPLETES PURCHASE OF 20 ACRES IN ALBANY; BOARD 
MEMBER HOPES IT’LL HOLD A NEW ELEMENTARY BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Authorities have identified a Rapides Parish resident 
as the person who drowned in the Amite River this 
weekend.

Fifty-two-year-old Elson Johnson, Jr., of Deville, went 
underwater shortly after launching from Tiki Tubing 
around 11 a.m. Saturday. Attempts to revive him were 
unsuccessful, according to Livingston Parish Sheriff 
Jason Ard.

In a statement, Ard said deputies were dispatched 
to Hancock Lane in reference to a medical call/patient 
unresponsive. Detectives learned from witnesses that the 
male, Johnson, “was off the tube & got into waist deep 
water” before he slipped and never resurfaced.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

The Livingston Parish 

School Board recently 
finalized the purchase of a 
near 20-acre plot of land 
in Albany, a spot that one 
board member hopes will 
one day be the site of a new 
elementary school as his 
district continues to grow.

Located on Farkas Lane 
just off Highway 43, the 
19.5 acres sold for roughly 
$212,000. The purchase, 

which includes 620 feet of 
frontage, was finalized in 
June, according to records 
from the Clerk of Court’s 
Office.

School Board member 
Devin Gregoire of District 
9, which encompasses the 
Albany schools, said the 
plan for the land is to build 
a new elementary school 
to alleviate some of the 
congestion currently felt at 
Lower Elementary, Upper 
Elementary and Middle 
School.

Speaking recently to The 
News, Gregoire said the 
new school is “much-need-
ed” given the town’s recent 
and projected growth over 
the next few years.

“Albany is growing fast,” 
Gregoire recently told The 
News. “We have upwards 
of 300 new housing units 
coming into the Albany 
school district in the next 
two-to-three years. And 
with that influx of students, 
we’re not going to have 
room for them.

"Right now, we’re a 3A 
school, but we might be 
moving to 4A pretty soon.”

Currently, Albany Lower 
Elementary and Upper Ele-
mentary are located next to 
each other off of Highway 
43, roughly a half-mile 
south of Highway 190. 
Together, those two schools 
have around 900 students 
up to 4th grade.

Under the new configu-
ration Gregoire envisions, a 
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BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

As COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations continue to rise in 
Louisiana thanks to a more trans-
missible variant, leaders are now 
recommending that all people 
— both vaccinated and unvacci-
nated — mask up indoors when 
social distancing is not possible.

The mask recommendation 
is one of multiple bits of advice 
leaders offered during a press con-
ference Friday detailing the state’s 
precarious situation amid a fourth 
surge of COVID-19.

“We are in a very dangerous 
surge right now,” said Dr. Joseph 
Kanter, state health officer. “To 
ensure their own safety, people in 
Louisiana should take precautions 
immediately. Masking and testing 
will limit death and suffering until 
we make it through this.”

The new recommendations 
from LDH came after the White 
House designated Louisiana 
“state of concern” due to its rapid 
case growth and insufficient vac-

cination rate.
New COVID-19 cases con-

tinued to surge in Louisiana this 
week to levels not seen in months. 
On Wednesday, the Louisiana 
Department of Health confirmed 
3,264 new cases — the most in 
one day since Jan. 12, when the 
state was in the midst of its winter 
surge — followed by at least 2,000 
new cases each of the next two 
days.

On Friday, COVID-19 hospi-
talizations rose above 1,000 for 
the first time since early February. 
At 1,008 statewide, hospitaliza-
tions are at their highest point 
since Feb. 10, just after the winter 
surge.

Since falling to 259 on July 2, 
hospitalizations have risen by 749, 
or just over 34 per day.

In the most recent data Kanter 
presented, all nine regions are 
showing increases in COVID-like 
illness, new cases, and hospital-
izations. Meanwhile, the state 
continues to lag the rest of the 
country in vaccination rate.

Along with the mask recom-
mendation, leaders have updated 
guidance on masking, testing for 
vaccinated people, and work-
place accommodations, alongside 
increasing vaccinations

Additional measures may be 
announced later if the situation 
worsens.

Edwards said Louisiana is in 
front of the current COVID-19 
surge, “due to the rapid spread of 

the Delta variant among the un-
vaccinated in our state.” Accord-
ing to Edwards, Louisiana leads 
the nation in case growth, with 47 
cases per capita

“This should come as no sur-
prise to anyone who has watched 
our case counts and hospitaliza-
tions continue to climb,” Ed-
ward said in a statement, “and it 
necessitates additional guidance 
for how all people should stay safe 
in Louisiana right now.”

Part of being safe, Edwards 
said, includes wearing masks 
indoors when unable to main-
tain social distance, testing after 
suspected exposure even if vac-
cinated and, if possible, working 
remotely from home to limit 
exposure to groups.

The governor also urged people 
to use “the best tool” to fight the 
surge: the COVID-19 vaccines. 
He noted that the weekly vaccina-
tion rate has bumped up in recent 
weeks.

GOV. EDWARDS, LDH RECOMMENDING PEOPLE WEAR MASKS INDOORS TO COMBAT STATE’S FOURTH COVID-19 SURGE
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Gov. John Bel Edwards
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AREA HOSPITALS MAKE UPDATES TO 
VISITATION POLICIES IN RESPONSE TO 

COVID-19 SURGE

LOUISIANA'S 
OVERRIDE 

SESSION FAILS 
TO OVERTURN A 

SINGLE VETO

BY WILLIAM PATRICK 
The Center Square

The Louisiana Legisla-
ture adjourned the state’s 
first veto override session in 
modern history Wednesday 
without overturning a single 
veto.

Democratic Gov. John 
Bel Edwards rejected 28 
regular session bills this 
year. The Republican-dom-
inated Legislature, however, 
failed to reach the necessary 
two-thirds majority in each 
chamber to erase Edwards' 
veto pen.

The Fairness in Women’s 
Sports Act, or Senate Bill 
156, was seen as the GOP’s 
best opportunity for success. 
The transgender athlete 
legislation would have 

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Hospitals in the Greater Baton Rouge area 
have announced changes to their visitation 
policies in response to the state’s fourth surge of 
COVID-19.

The latest to make changes was Woman’s 
Hospital, which said its new policies would go 
into effect at 5 a.m. Tuesday, July 20.

Under the new policy, visitors will be limited 
to two adult support persons in labor and 
delivery and the newborn intensive care unit 
(NICU). Only one visitor will be allowed in 
the mother and baby high risk unit, surgery, 
oncology, adult intensive care unit and outpa-
tient clinics.

One support person will be allowed at all 
times for surgery patients and for outpatient 
appointments.

Additionally, all support persons must be 18 
years of age or older, and they will be required 
to wear a mask. Patients are asked to contact 
their physician’s office for policies about visita-
tion at doctor visits.

On Tuesday, North Oaks Health System 
announced its own changes, effective July 20.

Hospitalized patients, who are not 
COVID-19 positive at North Oaks Medical 
Center and North Oaks Rehabilitation Hospi-
tal, will be allowed to have one visitor/support 
person at a time between the hours of 7 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. Visitors may swap out, but visitors 
will not be allowed to wait in our lobbies.

The one visitor/support person limit applies 
to emergency room, clinic and outpatient 
diagnostic patients as long as the patient is not 
COVID-19 positive. The exception is pediatric 
patients, who may have both parents visit/ac-
company them at the same time.

Visitors will be screened at the main entrance 

of the facility and required to stay in the pa-
tient’s room at all times.

COVID-19 patients, who are not receiving 
aerosolizing procedures or treatments, may 
have one visitor per day for one hour a day. Ex-
ceptions will be made in end-of-life situations. 
Visitors will be required to dress out in Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE).

Non-COVID-19 positive laboring mothers 
will be allowed to have two support people 
present. Postpartum, one support person will be 
permitted with swapping allowed, but visitors 
will not be allowed to wait in North Oaks 
lobbies.

For laboring mothers who are COVID-19 
positive, one designated support person will 
be allowed for the duration with no swapping 
allowed.

Other area hospital systems had already 
announced similar changes in the visitation 
policies as the state has seen a surge in new 
COVID-19 cases, percent positivity, and hospi-
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