
FACEBOOK.COM:  TheLivingstonParishNews               INSTAGRAM.COM:  LivingstonParishNews               TWITTER.COM:  @LPNews1898

 THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021

VOLUME 122, NUMBER 33 WWW.LIVINGSTONPARISHNEWS.COM

$1

BRANDON G. THOMPSON HOSTS RIBBON CUTTING FOR 
NEW FUNERAL HOME OUTSIDE DENHAM SPRINGS

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

In the United States, 
the end of life tradition is 
usually one of transition. 
Families and friends gather 
to bid their final farewells 
as loved ones are interred, 
never to be seen face-to-
face again.

Funerals are a delicate 
matter, a time in which 
groups come together to 
both celebrate and mourn 
those who have passed on. 
This gathering is the crux 
of the funeral home busi-
ness and, therefore, their 
job is to make the process 
of planning that gathering 
and having a funeral go as 
smoothly as possible.

That's why Brandon 
G. Thompson focuses on 

one main trait among 
ownership and employees - 
service.

"We don't care if some-
one applies to work for (our 
family) with zero funeral 
home experience," ex-
plained Martha McKneely 
Thompson, wife of Bran-
don G. Thompson and Vice 
President of the business. "If 
you have a heart for service, 
and you can respect these 
families going through the 
most trying parts of their 
lives, (our team) can train 
you to be the best."

Brandon and Martha 
have been in business 
together for 15 years, while 
Brandon came from a con-
struction contractor back-
ground, and Martha grew 
up in the funeral home 
industry - a fourth genera-

tion funeral officiant. After 
trying some other business 
endeavors, including real 
estate investment, the two 
decided to combine forces 
in the industry that they 
both cared for which led to 
the creation of Brandon G. 
Thompson Funeral Home.

It's why they dubbed 
their website "Thompson 
Cares" they explained.

The pair started with a 
location in Ponchatoula, 
and soon opened a second 
location with a mailing 
address in Hammond - 
although the physical loca-
tion sits just outside Albany. 
It was here that the couple's 
relationship with Living-
ston Parish began.

"We were getting families 
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The front sign of the new Brandon G. Thompson funeral home location at 7738 Florida Blvd., 
Denham Springs, LA 70726.
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INVESTIGATING STRING 
OF POSSIBLY CONNECTED 

VEHICLE BURGLARIES; 
VICTIM ‘STABLE’ AFTER 

GUNSHOT
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A patient receives a COVID-19 vaccine during a clinic at LM Lockhart Park in Denham Springs on Thursday, March 18, 2021.

NEW VACCINE ELIGIBILITY
PFIZER COVID-19 SHOT EXPANDED TO US CHILDREN AS YOUNG AS 12

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD 
& CANDICE CHOI 
The Associated Press

COVID-19 vaccines 

finally are headed for more 
kids as U.S. regulators on 
Monday expanded use of 
Pfizer’s shot to those as 
young as 12, sparking a 
race to protect middle and 
high school students before 
they head back to class in 
the fall.

Shots could begin as 
soon as a federal vaccine 
advisory committee issues 
recommendations for using 
the two-dose vaccine in 12- 
to 15-year-olds, expected 
Wednesday.

Vaccinating children of 
all ages will be critical to a 
return to normalcy. Most 
COVID-19 vaccines rolling 
out worldwide have been 
authorized for adults. Pfiz-
er’s vaccine is being used 

in multiple countries for 
teens as young as 16, and 
Canada recently became 
the first to expand use to 
12 and up. Parents, school 
administrators and public 
health officials elsewhere 
are anxiously awaiting the 
shot to become available to 
more kids.

“This is a watershed mo-
ment in our ability to fight 
back the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” Dr. Bill Gruber, a 
Pfizer senior vice president 
who’s also a pediatrician, 
told The Associated Press.

The Food and Drug 
Administration declared 
the Pfizer vaccine is safe 
and offers strong protection 
for younger teens based on 
testing of more than 2,000 
U.S. volunteers ages 12 to 
15. The study found no 
cases of COVID-19 among 
fully vaccinated adolescents 
compared to 18 among kids 

given dummy shots. More 
intriguing, researchers 
found the kids developed 
higher levels of virus-fight-
ing antibodies than earlier 
studies measured in young 
adults.

The younger teens 
received the same vaccine 
dosage as adults and had 
the same side effects, mostly 
sore arms and flu-like fever, 
chills or aches that signal a 
revved-up immune system, 
especially after the second 
dose.

Pfizer’s testing in ado-
lescents “met our rigorous 
standards,” said FDA 
vaccine chief Dr. Peter 
Marks. “Having a vaccine 
authorized for a younger 
population is a critical step 
in continuing to lessen the 
immense public health 
burden caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Pfizer and its German 

partner BioNTech recently 
requested similar autho-
rization in the European 
Union, with other countries 
to follow.

The latest news is 
welcome for U.S. families 
struggling to decide what 
activities are safe to resume 
when only the youngest 
family members remain 
unvaccinated.

“I can’t feel totally com-
fortable because my boys 
aren’t vaccinated,” said 
Carrie Vittitoe, a substitute 
teacher and freelance writ-
er in Louisville, Kentucky, 
who is fully vaccinated 
as are her husband and 
17-year-old daughter.

The FDA decision means 
her 13-year-old son soon 
could be eligible, leaving 
only her 11-year-old son 
who would be unvaccinat-

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Law enforcement agencies are investigating a string 
of recent vehicle burglaries that occurred around the 
Denham Springs area over the weekend, including 
one that led to a victim being shot.

The Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office and the 
Denham Springs Police Department, the two agen-
cies leading the investigation, are trying to determine 
if the crimes are connected.

Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason Ard and Denham 
Springs Police Chief Shannon Womack met with 
reporters Monday to discuss the burglaries, which 
occurred Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.

One incident Sunday night resulted in a female 
victim being sent to a local hospital after suffering a 
gunshot wound to the shoulder, Ard said.

The victim, who was still in the hospital as of Mon-
day afternoon, is listed as “stable” at this hour.

’She’s gonna be fine,” Ard said. “We’re very thank-
ful for that.”

Ard said his office is investigating at least six 
burglaries that occurred just outside city limits, while 
Womack said his office is investigating even more that 
occurred within.

Both reported money, electronics, and other valu-
ables as stolen from some of the vehicles.

Ard and Womack said they think the crimes may 
be connected given matching descriptions of the 
suspect and the presence of a handgun in separate 
crimes, but the investigation is still in its early stages.

“We’re still very much into this investigation,” Ard 
said. “We have a lot of stuff to put together. We’re 
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POPULAR ELVIS PRESLEY TRIBUTE ARTIST VICTIM OF FATAL DENHAM SPRINGS SHOOTING; OTHER SUSPECT CAUGHT
BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Jason Baglio, a popular Elvis 
Presley tribute artist who also per-
formed under the name “Jayson 
Alfano,” was the victim of a fatal 
shooting in Denham Springs this 
weekend, according to the Living-
ston Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Authorities arrested Baglio’s 
alleged killer, 28-year-old Trace 
Pigott, in New Orleans Saturday, 

but his father Tommy Ray, who 
is believed to have been involved 
in the shooting, was still at large 
hours after his son’s arrest.

Authorities have connected 
the two to a shooting in the early 
morning hours Saturday in Den-
ham Springs.

More than 24 hours after the 
shooting, 53-year-old Tommy 
Ray was captured by authori-
ties early Sunday morning, the 

Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office 
confirmed. Like his son, Tommy 
Ray was caught in New Orleans 
and booked in the Orleans Parish 
Prison.

Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason 
Ard said a hold was placed on 
Trace Pigott and that he would be 
booked into the Livingston Parish 
Detention Center on a charge 
of second degree murder when 
transferred.

A hold was also placed on 
Tommy Ray Pigott, who will face 
a charge of principal to second 
degree murder when he brought 
to the Livingston Parish Deten-
tion Center.

The investigation is still under-
way.

According to Ard, LPSO depu-
ties were dispatched to the 25,000 
stretch of Homestead Drive in 
Denham Springs in reference 

to shots fired around 3:30 a.m. 
Saturday.

Once on scene, deputies located 
the victim’s body, who was later 
identified as Baglio. Ard said 
Baglio was shot “multiple times” 
and died from his injuries.

Through evidence, Ard said 
detectives determined the shooter 
was Trace Pigott, who fled the 
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