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BY THE NUMBERS: 
06/23/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana
58,095

Louisiana deaths
3,113

Livingston Parish cases
903

Total tests
728,000

37

781

Presumed recoveries
32,225

Hospitalizations

On ventilators
83

Livingston Parish deaths

11,700
Livingston Parish tests

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

An announcement came Monday 
that had Louisiana citizens divided in 
the comments on the governor's live 
stream feed on Facebook.

Gov. John Bel Edwards Monday 
announced that the state would re-
main in Phase 2 after seeing increases 
in COVID-like illnesses, new cases, 
and hospitalizations in a large portion 

of the state. The state would dive into 
the data in 14 days, but the proclama-
tion to extend Phase 2 would last for 
28 days.

Dr. Alex Billioux, of the Louisiana 
Department of Health, produced a se-
ries of charts to show the rise of those 
metrics. He also produced an 'overall 
view' of the state, wherein on May 31 
- when the state moved from Phase 1 
to Phase 2 - those metrics had either 

plateau'd or were decreasing. 
However, the doctor then switched 

to metrics as of Monday, June 22 - 
which produced a majority of reports 
that showed those metrics 'increasing' 
throughout the state. Three areas of 
the state were experiencing decreases 
in hospitalizations, with one area see-

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

The parish is looking to 
give it's 'fair share,' so to 
speak, with regard to the 
road program.

The current program has 
three standards of road - A, 
B, and C. If a road was 
below a 'C' grade, it would 
not be accepted into the 
program until residents 
utilized their own funds to 
push it to meet the criteria.

The more strict require-
ments were due to previous 
councils allowing individu-
als to take advantage of the 
program - going so far as to 
have driveways overlayed, if 
reports are true.

Now, however, the 
council is looking to add 
a distinction to the mix - 
'Grade D.'

'Grade D' roads would 
be those which met the fol-
lowing bullet points, but are 
currently not in the road 
program:

• More than five (5) 
residences

• Postal, school bus, 
or garbage truck 
serviced

• Named road and 
homes must have a 
911 address

According to Council-
man Garry 'Frog' Talbert 
(District 2), the new roads 
would not be admitted 
into the parish's overlay 
program - which includes 
drainage work, new over-
lays, or asphalt coverings.

Instead, they would be 
added to a 'courtesy grade' 
list, which is legal and 
already being done, Talbert 
said. The grading would 
remove obstacles such as 
potholes or road degrada-

tion, making the road more 
navigable.

"This is about public 
safety, while making sure 
we maintain the integrity of 
the road overlay program," 
Talbert explained.

According to Talbert, 
there are other ways local 
residents can band togeth-
er to improve their road 
for acceptance into the 
program - including a bond 
issuance, through the par-
ish, for which homeowners 

on that street would be 
responsible.

If a parish maintains a 
road for three (3) years, it 
becomes public. However, 
that does not mean that it is 
eligible for the parish's road 
overlay program.

'Grade D' came up for 
discussion when coun-
cilman Randy Delatte 
(District 8) brought in 
residents from a subdivi-

GRADUATIONS FOR 
CLASS OF 2020 
HAVE BEGUN

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS
Graduates of Denham 
Springs High School 
were able to avoid 
the weather and hold 
ceremonies Saturday 
on their football field. 
Check inside for 
graduation coverage 
through Monday, June 
29. Graduations will 
run through July 2.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Lack of compliance by “bad actors,” not loosen-
ing restrictions, is driving Louisiana’s recent spike in 
COVID-19 cases, Gov. John Bel Edwards said Friday.

“The state of Louisiana needs more compliance,” he 
said. “If you don’t want to impose more restrictions, 
we’re going to have to get better compliance with our 
current restrictions and our current mitigation meth-
ods.”

Edwards said state regulators will “do a more robust 
job” enforcing the rules, doing “courtesy visits” to 
businesses and explaining what they have to do to get 
in compliance if they aren’t already. Those still not 
complying when officials make follow-up visits could 
face consequences.

“We’re not going to allow the bad actors to require 
the entire state of Louisiana to move backwards,” he 
said. “I don’t want to shut a single business down. Not 
one. But I will do that.”

Of the various mitigation methods the state is urging 
people to practice, perhaps most important is wearing 
a mask, Edwards said. Scientists say that covering the 
mouth and nose makes it much less likely that a person 
who is carrying the virus but not yet feeling symptoms 
will pass it to someone else.

“My mask protects you,” Dr. Alex Billioux with the 
state Office of Public Health has often said. “Your mask 
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SUMMERTIME BLUES
ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE OF SPREAD, MIT STUDY SUGGEST HOT WEATHER WON'T 'WIPE OUT' COVID-19
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PARISH INTRODUCES NEW TIER OF ROAD IN 
SYSTEM, ELIGIBLE FOR MAINTENANCE ONLY

MCHUGH DAVID • THE NEWS
Parish Councilman Garry 'Frog' Talbert recorded a podcast with the Livingston Parish News 
regarding 'Grade D Roads' which you can hear at www.livingstonparishnews.com/podcast.
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