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SEEKING 
NEW 

FACILITIES
EARLY VOTING BEGINS 
SATURDAY, APR. 10 FOR 

BOND ELECTION; SYSTEM 
PLANS TO USE FOR NEW 
SPORTS COMPLEX ON 

HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS 

Denham Springs Fair returns

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS
The band Bag of Donuts performs during the Fifth Annual Denham 
Springs Fair at South Park on Friday, April 2, 2021. Find more coverage 
of the fair on Page 9.

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

It won't be a packed ballot for the second of two spring 
elections, but the ballot measure will be important for the 
second-largest high school in the state.

The measure on the ballot, an 'up to $13 million bond is-
suance' for the Denham Springs School District, will require 
a renewal of an 8.64 mill tax which has been on the books 
since 2007. The initial tax funds were used to construct 
Juban Parc Elementary and Junior High.

Now, should the bond pass, the system will use the bond 
funds to build new sports facilities on campus - the first such 
investment in sports facilities for Denham Springs High 
School in over 65 years.

And, as school board members, school faculty, adminis-
tration, and students continue to state, 'this is not a new tax.' 
The new bond will be 20 years.

So far, four coaches have interviewed with the News to 
give their perspective on the election, which can you view at 
https://www.livingstonparishnews.com/podcast.

Track and field, as well as cross country coach, Andy 
McLean lead off the interviews with the simple statement 
that his team had no facilities on campus to host a meet, and 
but a small area outside the football complex with which to 
practice.

The situation didn't make McLean feel any better that 
this year, 2021, was to be the year Denham Springs was 
supposed to host the parish meet - an annual event where 
all nine high schools compete on one campus. McLean 
thanked Walker for their hospitality, but believed his school 
missed out on a huge opportunity - and will continue with-
out the necessary facilities.

Leslie Efferson and Mark Carroll, the respective softball 
and baseball coaches, had a similar appreciation for North 
Park who have worked with the school to provide facilities in 
season.

But out of season? Neither coach has any say on how the 
fields are used, or maintained. A tough situation for any 
coach, and especially limiting during the offseason and an 
arrangement that requires extra 'elbow grease' before the 
season starts to get the fields back in playing order.

Safety was another issue brought up by the first three 
coaches. In some instances, athletes must travel even for just 
practice, which can create long-term issues with traffic and 
consistently exposes students to accidents. Backup weather 
facilities, as well as proper locker rooms, rounded out the list 
of issues for the baseball and softball coaches.

Finally, Athletic Director and head football coach Brett 
Beard had but one statement to make regarding the current 
state of facilities.

"Adequate is not good enough," Beard said.
Beard cited millages and tax bases in rival school districts, 

including neighbors Walker and Live Oak, and the money 
they have invested in on-field facilities and expansion.

"This is Denham Springs High School, we're supposed to 
set the standard," Beard said.

All coaches were excited by the prospect of keeping the 
sporting events on-campus, as well, giving a rise to more 
participation in fanship for track, baseball, and softball.

Election day for the bond issuance will be April 24, with 
early voting beginning this Saturday, April 10 from 8:39 
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, but not Sunday, through April 17. 
Both the Registrar of Voter's Office as well as the Denham 
Springs - Walker Branch library satellite location will be 
open to the public.

Masks and social distancing will be required.

ONE YEAR AGO, LIVINGSTON PARISH CONFIRMED ITS 
FIRST COVID-19 DEATH. THE TOTAL IS NOW AT 200.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

There were few things 

in life Betty Jean Trahan 
enjoyed more than cooking.

Over the years, she spent 
countless hours busy at 
work in the kitchen, brew-
ing up one mouth-watering 
meal after another for her 
family. She delighted espe-
cially in preparing Creole 
food, family members re-
called, such as her specialty 
dish of couvillion.

Trahan was still cooking 
regularly until about two 
weeks before she tested pos-

itive for the novel coronavi-
rus, a frightening diagnosis 
that family members feared 
she would not survive.

Those fears came true 
about 10 days after her 
positive test, when Trahan 
passed away due to compli-
cations from the virus at the 
age of 85. She left behind 
a husband of six decades, 
three living daughters, five 
grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren — not 
to mention a list of recipes 
that family members said 
they’ll always cherish.

“Her recipes will always 
stay in the family,” her 

granddaughter, Rachel 
Lester, told The News in 
January.

Trahan’s family is one of 
dozens in Livingston Parish 
and thousands across the 
state that have mourned the 
COVID-19 related deaths 
of loved ones over the last 
year.

The first COVID-19 
death in Livingston Parish 
was confirmed one year ago 
today — April 1, 2020, or 
13 days after the parish’s 
first confirmed case. All 
told, 200 other Livingston 

MOVING INTO PHASE 3
HERE’S A BREAKDOWN OF THE LATEST COVID-19 

RESTRICTIONS

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

On Tuesday, Gov. John 
Bel Edwards announced 
that he would be loosening 
COVID-19 restrictions 
on businesses and social 
gatherings.

The new order, which 
marks the most relaxed 
set of restrictions since 
the pandemic began in 
March 2020, follows 
sustained improvements 
in COVID-19 hospital-
izations and vaccinations, 
two key components of the 

governor’s reopening plan.
Despite lifting most 

restrictions, social dis-
tancing of 6 feet will still 
be required in businesses, 
and the statewide mask 
mandate will remain in 
effect.

The new order will run 
for 28 days until Wednes-
day, April 28.

“Today we are taking 
an important step for-
ward, but all of us play a 
role in making sure our 
cases don’t spike again,” 
Edwards said in a state-

ment. “Get your vaccine 
now that it’s your turn 
and help your friends and 
family members get their 
shots as well. Working to-
gether, we can bring back 
Louisiana.”

Below is a breakdown 
of the new restrictions. To 
view the entire order, click 
here.

-- Some businesses will 
no longer have capaci-
ty limits, though social 
distancing and the mask 
mandate remain in place 
along with any other 

additional measures that 
may be required by the 
State Fire Marshal. These 
businesses include salons 
and beauty shops, gyms 
and fitness centers, malls 
and casinos.

-- Businesses and venues 
that host larger gather-
ings, such as reception 
halls, will remain capped 
at 50 percent of their 
capacity, with a maximum 
gathering size of 500 
people indoors and strict 
social distancing.

(Note: Some events may 
require prior approval by 
the State Fire Marshal. 
Businesses should visit 
OpenSafely.La.gov for 
more information.)

-- Outdoor events will 
be capped at 50-percent 
capacity, and social dis-
tancing is also required. 
However,

-- Sporting events, both 
indoor and outdoor, are 
limited to 50-percent 
capacity.

-- There is no longer a 
statewide limitation on 
when bars and restaurants 
can serve alcohol, though 
local ordinances may 
remain in place. People 
under 21 still cannot enter 
a bar, and bars must serve 
people at socially dis-
tanced seats.
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