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NEW
FACILITIES

COMING
VOTE FOR BOND TO 

CONSTRUCT NEW 
SPORTS COMPLEX AT 

DENHAM SPRINGS HIGH 
SCHOOL PASSES, 

76% VOTE IN FAVOR

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Louisiana’s statewide 
mask mandate, first imple-
mented over the summer, 
will end when the newest 
COVID-19 proclamation 
goes into effect, Gov. John 
Bel Edwards announced 
Tuesday.

The governor’s latest 
order, which will go into 
effect Wednesday, April 
28, will give power to local 
leaders and business owners 
to set their own masking 
policies.

However, masks will still 
be required at K-12 schools, 
early childhood educa-
tion centers, colleges and 
universities, hospitals, and 
nursing homes, Edwards 
said.

The newest order — 
which also eased restric-
tions on live music, waiting 
rooms in venues like salons, 
and outdoor crowd sizes — 
will be in effect for 28 days, 
Edwards said.

“It’s not an end to mask 
wearing… or recommenda-
tions that people will wear 
masks… but I think it is a 
reflection of where we are 
at this stage of the pandem-
ic,” Edwards said.

Edwards’ announcement 
came hours after the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) eased its 
guidelines on the wearing 
of masks outdoors, saying 
fully vaccinated Americans 
don’t need to cover their 
faces unless they are in a 
big crowd of strangers.

The new guidance also 

applied to unvaccinated 
people, who can also go 
maskless when they walk, 
bike or run alone or with 
members of their house-
holds, or when they are at 
a small outdoor gather-
ing with fully vaccinated 
people.

For much of the past 
year, the CDC had advised 
Americans to wear masks 
outdoors if they are within 
6 feet of each other.

In Louisiana, Edwards 
implemented a statewide 
mask mandate in July 
in response to the state’s 
summer surge in cases and 
hospitalizations. Though 
backed by federal officials, 
the mandate drew much 
criticism from state officials 
and the public alike, espe-
cially over the last several 

weeks when neighboring 
states lifted masking re-
quirements.

Despite lifting the 
statewide mask mandate, 
Edwards encouraged 
people to continue masking 
up if they haven’t been fully 
vaccinated or are in a more 
vulnerable demographic.

“We know that masks 
work,” Edwards said. “The 
evidence is clear and the 
science is well-established 
now and we’ve seen a very 
positive impact on our 
state. But we’ve had a mask 
mandate in place since the 
middle of July of last year. 
I think it’s now intuitive for 
people to wear a mask to 
protect themselves in higher 
risk settings and also to 
protect others.”

GOV. LIFTS STATEWIDE MASK MANDATE
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Gov. John Bel Edwards puts on a face mask.

WITH SOME EXCEPTIONS, FACE COVERING REQUIREMENT DROPS JUST SHY 

OVER ONE YEAR SINCE THE ORIGINAL PROCLAMATION

BY MCHUGH DAVID 

The Livingston Parish News

There will soon be new construction on Denham 
Springs High School campus.

A lofty plan of issuing bonds, not to exceed $13 mil-
lion, to make the first investment in sports facilities on 
Yellow Jacket campus in over 65 years passed with 76% 
of the vote, or 1,752 - 565.

The turnout was 8.3%.
There were approximately 1,065 early voters, roughly 

4% turnout, with 805 voting 'Yes' and 260 voting 'No.' 
That was good for a 76% margin, which the 'Yes' votes 
never relinquished.

The new plan required a renewal of an 8.64 mill tax 
which has been on the books since 2007, wherein initial 
tax funds were used to construct Juban Parc Elementary 
and Junior High. The mantra of the 2021 campaign 
leading up to the Apr. 24 election was 'this is not a new 
tax.' However, the bond will extend out another 20 
years.

Despite years of pushing, poking, and prodding 
by both school board members and coaches, plans 
didn't really start coming together until roughly 2015. 
However, according to Denham Springs School Board 
member Cecil Harris, those plans were shelved after the 
flood and did not reappear until 2020, when the payoff 
of the bonds was imminent.

The remaining six months in 2020 included a visit to 
the school system's business manager, to discuss what 
options the Denham Springs district had. The hope is 
that the bonded funds will go the distance, but if they 
don't, Harris said, the board will have to wait and see 
how much money is left over after the match is paid for 
the post-flood school repairs and construction.

"It was the right time to try, with interest rates so low 
and the school system's bond rating so high," Harris 
explained.

With that starting place, Harris had two new paths. 
First was visiting with each coach who would be affect-
ed and asking them for a 'wish list' of improvements 
or new facilities they'd like to see. Second, Harris and 
other school board members toured district and local 
facilities to get an idea of what they might like to see 
come to their piece of Denham Springs.

A preliminary plan was drawn up by Coleman Ar-
chitects, of Baton Rouge, which included a new track, 

BY MCHUGH DAVID 

The Livingston Parish News

Try as it might, Liv-
ingston Parish is having 
trouble moving passed the 
Great Flood of 2016.

Beyond recent headlines 
that dive deep on federal 
funding that has yet to be 
spent on drainage or miti-
gation projects, or perhaps 
the Comite Diversion Ca-
nal taking longer and long 
to come to fruition, now 
individual homeowners are 
having to deal with a very 
fresh reminder of a once-in-
a-lifetime disaster.

Recently, letters were re-
ceived by over 1,200 prop-
erty owners in Livingston 
Parish alerting them that 
their home was 'substantial-
ly damaged' in the Great 
Flood of 2016.

Substantial damage 
means that the cost to 
repair the structure to it's 
pre-flood state would be 
more than 50% of its value. 

The same rule applies for 
adding onto a home or 
business, as well.

Councilman Garry 'Frog' 
Talbert (District 2) says 
that property owners have 
two avenues to take after 
receiving the letter, which 
include an appeals process 
as well as an application for 
Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP) funds for 
elevation or acquisition.

Talbert asked residents to 
call the Livingston Office 
of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness 
(LOHSEP) at 225-686-
3066 or e-mail eoc@lpgov.
com and cite their partic-
ular address and that they 
received a letter.

Property owners then 
have a choice to make. To 
appeal the process, they 
will likely need a 2016 
valuation of their home, as 
well as local area compa-
rables, and the expenses 
incurred in repairing the 

home. Property owners 
should also present a flood 
elevation certificate, if they 
have one.

HMGP projects can 
either elevate or acquire a 
home. Property acquisition 
will tear down a home, and 
remove that land from gen-
eral commerce - wherein it 
can only be brought back to 
market through congressio-
nal approval.

Elevations come in the 
form of grants at anywhere 
from 75% - 100% cost share, 
depending on the number 
of times your property has 

flooded and at what eleva-
tion it sits.

Talbert said that 
LOHSEP will guide prop-
erty owners through either 
process, but be prepared to 
do the work which should 
have been done in 2016.

The letters are a result of 
FEMA sending a delega-
tion to Livingston Parish, 
post-COVID, to perform 
a site-by-site inspection of 
homes they believed should 
have been inspected in 
2016. Read below for more 
background.

How did Livingston 
Parish get here?

After the Great Flood, 
the parish did it's best 
to work with the state's 
Washington, D.C. delega-
tion, FEMA, and state-level 
authorities to begin the 
recovery process. However, 
it became quickly apparent 
that a part of that path 
would require inspections 
of homes which flooded, 
to determine if they were 
substantially damaged, and 
the parish did not have the 
labor to do so.

That lack of labor, 
combined with in-person 
visits from residents who 
could not afford to wait for 
inspections due to health 
reasons, financial reasons, 
or split-family reasons, 
caused the parish to make a 
decision - to issue rebuild-
ing permits without an 
inspection.

Parish President Layton 

Ricks, in speaking with the 
New York Times on an arti-
cle about communities not 
following National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) 
rules, said that 'he did what 
he had to do, and would do 
it again.'

FEMA offered assis-
tance, at the time, which 
was declined by the parish 
and accepted by the cities 
of Denham Springs and 
Walker. Complaints were 
consistent and loud against 
both cities for their actions 
post-flood, but no residents 
of either have received any 
recent substantial damage 
letters.

Several letters were 
passed from FEMA’s Re-
gion 6 office to the parish 
in 2018 and 2019, and all 
of them cite a very specific 
passage.

An ordinance, on the 
books in Livingston Parish, 
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LOUISIANA TO RESUME USE OF JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
VACCINE AFTER CDC, FDA LIFT PAUSE

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Louisiana will resume 
use of the Johnson & John-
son COVID-19 vaccine 
after an 11-day pause that 
allowed federal officials to 
investigate rare cases of 
blood clots.

The announcement from 

the Louisiana Department 
of Health came one day 
after the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) completed a safety 
review of the vaccine.

Following the review and 
two meetings of the CDC’s 
Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices, 
the FDA and CDC “de-
termined that the recom-
mended temporary pause 
of the use of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine in the U.S. 
should be lifted and use of 
the vaccine should resume.”

“The FDA had recom-
mended the pause out of an 
overabundance of caution 

due to an extremely rare 
condition reported in a 
small number of individ-
uals nationwide,” said Dr. 
Joseph Kanter, the state 
health officer, in a state-
ment.

“Safety is all of our top 
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