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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

HOLDEN — John Schneider says he 
takes full responsibility for the 
seizure of the John Schneider 
Studios property over mortgage 
payments but will not let it end 
his lifelong dream “to share my 
stories with the world.”

The actor-singer-movie pro-
ducer posted his video state-
ment on Friday, Jan. 4, on his 

Facebook social media page 
“John Schneider Studios.”

In its first four days, it was 
seen by more than 140,000 
people and shared more than 
2,200 times.

“Now everything you’ve been 
hearing, or you’ve heard, is 
true,” Schneider said in the 
video. 

Two floods that hit the prop-
erty, plus starting a business 

from scratch, have challenged 
the studio, he said. 

Schneider said no one should 
blame the Livingston Parish 
Sheriff’s Office, who served the 
papers seizing the property, for 
what happened.

“This is not the sheriff’s doing, 
OK, not the sheriff’s doing at 

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Halfway through the 2018-19 fiscal 
year, sales taxes generated in Livingston Par-
ish slightly trail what came in to this point in 
the 2017-8 fiscal year.

The Livingston Parish School Board Tax 
Office released the December tax totals, which 
showed a slight increase over November’s 
totals. 

December’s collec-
tion numbers reflect 
sales activity in 
November, so the full 
effect of Christmas 
shopping won’t be 
available until the 
January totals are 
announced.

The School Board 
Tax Office collects 
information from 17 
governmental bodies, 
municipalities and 
taxing districts. 

For the first six 
months of the 2018-
19 fiscal year, sales 
taxes generated 
$50,905,881. This is $234,213 less than during 
the first six months of the 2017-18 fiscal year.

This is only 0.5 percent less when compar-
ing the two six-month periods as the parish 
moves away from economic activity affected by 
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$50.9m 
1st half of FY 2018-19

$51.1m 
1st half of FY 2017-18

$234k 
Amount current fiscal year 
lags behind 2017-18

Sales 

taxes    

not bad, 

so far
Six months into fiscal 
year, tax total trailing  
last year by $234,000 
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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — A boat 
launch for the Amite 
River will need to find 
a new location, accord-
ing to Denham Springs 
Mayor Gerard Landry.

A possible boat 
launch off 4-H Club 
Road was being consid-
ered, but it ran into sev-
eral problems, Landry 
said in an answer to a 
question while address-
ing the Livingston Par-
ish Republican Women 

meeting on Jan 2.
“It is part of a Den-

ham Strong initiative,” 
the mayor said, “the 
(U.S.) Parks Service did 
a survey of people and 
a park.”

The boat launch was 
one of a list of projects 
the recovery group 
Denham Strong drew 
based on public meet-

ings seeking ideas to 
improve and enhance 
life in the city.

“The only problem 
is it floods,” Landry 
said about the 4-H Club 
Road location.

Denham Springs also 
does not have any fund-

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

ALBANY — It’s off to work for the town’s new 
mayor, who had a full slate of projects awaiting 
after her inauguration ceremony Jan. 3. 

The final stage of recovery from the August 
2016 flood, as well as ongoing work 
on the town’s sewer system, will 
top the agenda for Eileen Bates-Mc-
Carroll, who took the oath of office 
in a ceremony on a rainy night at 
the Albany Multipurpose Center.

Completion of the Town Hall is 
paramount to the city, according to 
McCarroll.

“The building is supposed to be 
completed by May, and we have 
another nine months to get the sewage pond 
up and running, and we’re waiting on some 
FEMA money to do that,” McCarroll said.

To-do list awaits 
Albany mayor 
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Denham Springs Mayor Gerard Landry said the city is 
looking for a site for a boat launch on the Amite River, 
after a site at the end of 4-H Club Road panned out. 

Boat 

launch 

adrift
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

BATON ROUGE — Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards will deliver to lawmakers 
a lengthy list of recommenda-
tions – many of them familiar – 
for the 2019 legislative session.

Pay raises for teachers and 
school support personnel, with a 
hike in minimum wage and clos-
ing the gap in gender pay, topped 
the wish list Gov. Edwards 
discussed with members of the 
Press Club of Baton Rouge dur-
ing their weekly luncheon Jan. 7. 

A recommended hike of $1,000 
in annual pay for public-school 
teachers and a $500 per year 
bump in salary for school sup-
port personnel will go before leg-
islators at the 2019 session when 

it begins April 8, Gov. Edwards 
said. 

“This is really an investment 
in our children, the most pre-
cious natural resource God has 
entrusted with us, and there’s 
nothing more important than 
education to set them up for suc-
cess and for the state of Louisi-
ana collectively,” he said. 

The pay hike for teachers 
would cost the state $72.2 million 
annually, while the increase for 
support workers would amount 
to $25 million annually.

Both would fall under Level 
1 funding in the Minimum 
Foundation Program, which 
determines the state funding 
allocation for each Louisiana 
public-school system.

The state’s low pay rate for 
teachers – $2,200 below the na-
tional average – has led aspiring 
teachers to seek other majors in 
college. 

Louisiana teachers are leav-
ing the profession at a high rate, 
while low pay has put a negative 
impact on college students who 
pursue a career in education, he 
said. 

The shortage of teachers also 
has led to 35 percent of the stu-
dents in the state taking classes 
from instructors teaching out-
side their area of certification. 

Furthermore, funding of K-12 
education has declined in Loui-
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Pay hikes for teachers 
and suipport personnel, 

along with a hike 
in minimum wage, 

highlighted the 2019 
goals Gov. John Bel 

Edwards announced 
Jan. 7 at the weekly 

luncheon for the Press 
Club of Baton Rouge.


