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Even as much of the 
country eases restrictions 
and slowly begins to reopen 
state economies, new jobless 
claims continued their 
COVID-19 spike last week, 
increasing the total number 
of those filing for unemploy-
ment benefits to nearly 39 
million since mid-March.

According to data 
released Thursday by the 
U.S. Department of Labor, 
an additional 2.44 million 
workers filed for benefits 
in the week ending May 
16. That's down 249,000 
from the revised number 
of claims filed in the week 
ending May 9.

The total number of job-
less claims filed in the nine 
weeks since states began 
stay-at-home orders that 
temporarily closed business-
es deemed nonessential now 
tops 38 million.

California again led all 
states in the number of new 
claims filed last week, with 
246,115. New York saw the 
second highest number of 
new claims with 226,521, 
followed by Florida with 
223,927.

The number of claims 
has been so massive that 
nine state unemployment 
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BY THE NUMBERS: 

05/26/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana

38,054

Louisiana deaths

2,596

Livingston Parish cases
399

Total tests

341,000

27

831

Presumed recoveries

28,700

Hospitalizations

On ventilators

103

Livingston Parish deaths

5,529
Livingston Parish tests
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Mobile testing sites will soon roll 
into Livingston Parish.

Starting May 26, residents of 
Livingston Parish as well as the other 
parishes in the Louisiana Department 
of Health’s (LDH) Region 9 will have 
more local options for COVID-19 
testing thanks to a new three-way 
partnership that aims to bring testing 
to the underserved areas of the state. 

The Louisiana Department of 
Health’s Office of Public Health, local 
parish governments, and the Louisi-
ana National Guard are teaming up to 
bring mobile testing sites throughout 
Region 9 to make testing more readily 
available.

LDH Region 9 is made up of St. 
Tammany, Washington, Livingston, 
Tangipahoa and St. Helena parishes.

In a statement, Dr. Gina Lagarde, 
regional medical director for the 
five-parish region, said the part-
nership will greatly increase testing 
opportunities for residents, “especially 
in the rural and unincorporated areas 
of these parishes.”

“Several hospitals and other 
community testing sites in our region 

have offered COVID-19 tests that 
have helped us to understand the 
prevalence of the coronavirus in our 
region,” Lagarde said.

“We are now working to increase 
the number of test sites, to bring the 
sites closer to where people live, shop 
and visit during a typical day, and 
serve those communities that may 
have been under served or could not 
access a central test site.”

Mobile testing uses trucks and 
equipment operated by the Louisi-
ana National Guard to bring testing 
kits to neighborhood locations such 
as schools, churches, retail stores, 
parks and other local neighborhood 
locations.

Starting Tuesday, May 26, the 
mobile testing units and Louisiana 
National Guard testing personnel will 
visit different sites in St. Tammany, 
Washington, Livingston, Tangipahoa, 
and St. Helena parishes.

In Livingston Parish, mobile testing 
sites will go to Denham Springs, 
Walker, Springfield, Livingston, 
French Settlement, Albany, and 
Maurepas. 

Testing will last for four weeks 
through June 19.

Mobile testing sites have already 
been established in Regions 1, 2, 3, 
5, and 8, Gov. John Bel Edwards told 
reporters on Friday. Mobile testing 
sites will begin in both Regions 4 and 
9 next week, followed by Regions 6 
and 7 the following week, he said. 

The increase in testing goes 
with Edwards’ stated goal that has 
Louisiana administering 200,000 
COVID-19 tests a month through 
at least May and June to determine 
hotspots and outbreaks. As of May 22, 
the state has completed 143,577 tests, 
Edwards said Friday.

Below is a schedule of the testing 
sites coming to Livingston Parish.

-- Tuesday, May 26: Denham 
Springs, L.M. Lockhart Center, 320 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive

-- Wednesday, May 27: Denham 
Springs, Walmart Neighborhood 
Market, 25820 LA Hwy. 16

-- Saturday, May 30: Denham 
Springs, Live Oak Middle, 8444 Cecil 
Drive

-- Monday, June 1: Walker, Sidney 
Hutchinson Park, 13750 Ball Park 

TESTING SURGE CONTINUES
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A medical professional administers a test for the novel coronavirus, or COVID, at a new testing site at Our Lady of the Lake in 
Walker.
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U.S. Congressman Garret Graves an-
nounced a new federally-funded testing effort 
by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to 
significantly expand coronavirus diagnostic 
and antibody testing in Louisiana.

“The United States has conducted more 
coronavirus testing than any other country in 
the world, but it is still not enough. When you 
can’t test adequately, you can’t isolate those 
that are contagious, this results in a burden or 
threat on 100% of the population in the form 
of stay home orders, businesses closed, and 
other restrictions – though current known 
cases in the state affects only 0.1891% of Loui-
siana’s residents,” Graves bellowed.

U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) 
Secretary Alex Azar and President Donald 
Trump announced the $190 million in new 
CDC funding for Louisiana to complement 
the nearly $20 million in cooperative agree-
ment and lab capacity funding previously 
provided to the state. This new commitment 
of federal funds is the result of bipartisan 
legislation Congress passed approximately 
three weeks ago in the Paycheck Protection 
Program and Health Care Enhancement Act. 

“We have seen massive job loss, economic 
decline and family businesses going under 
because of government restrictions. We need 
to focus on reopening, economic recovery 
and getting our families working again – not 
prolonged decline. If invested properly, this 
record investment in coronavirus testing in 
Louisiana provides the resources to have 
robust and extensive data guiding efforts to let 
us reopen quickly and safely,” Graves said.

Under the federal program, the State of 
Louisiana must submit testing goals and a 
plan to achieve such goals to HHS. According 
to HHS, the plan must include:

• Number of tests needed, month-
by-month to include diagnostic, 
serological, and other tests, as 
appropriate

• Month-by-month estimates of 
laboratory and testing capacity, 
including related to workforce, 
equipment and supplies, and 
available tests

• Description of how the re-
sources will be used for testing, 
including easing any COVID-19 
community mitigation policies
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Livingston Parish School Superintendent Joe Mur-
phy announced Thursday that the district has been 
awarded a $4.4 million federal grant under the CARES 
Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security 
Act), to be invested in three priority areas:

1. To continuously maintain, clean, and disin-
fected campuses;

2. To increase the number of computers and 
laptops available to students, bringing the district 
to a “better than” one-to-one student-to-computer 
ratio

3. To improve student access to Internet and 
WiFi services through investments in on-cam-
pus and off-campus access points and hotspots, 
thereby enhancing the reach and clarity of the 
district’s continuous distance learning efforts

Murphy noted that the funding will be invested 
in accordance with guidelines set by the Louisiana 
Department of Education. Those guidelines prioritize 
a “strong start for every student,” and a continuous 
education plan for the district. The “strong start” aspect 
of the prioritization ensures every student’s academic 
needs are identified, that a plan is developed for all 
students – including extra time and support – for them 
to overcome unfinished learning from the prior school 
year, and clear steps for every high school student or 
graduate to enter the new economy.

At the same time, the continuous education planning 
priority includes investing in technology and inter-
net services for greater student access to continuous 
distance learning, as well as investing in preparing 
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LOUISIANA 

NEARS 35% 

UNEMPLOYMENT; 

LIVINGSTON 

PUSHES 18,000
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President Donald Trump (left) and Rep. Garret Graves (right) announced $190 million for 
Louisiana coronavirus testing.

FED FUNDS COMING FOR SCREENING


