
By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

WALKER — The City of 
Walker Animal Shelter 
has not had to eutha-
nize an animal because 
of “no room” in two 
years and it is trying to 
keep its streak intact.

But a recent influx of 
dogs has put the shelter 
at capacity, prompting 
an emergency appeal 
and other steps.

“We are above capac-
ity at the shelter!” said 
the Facebook social 
media post on Monday, 
Dec. 3. “It takes the lo-

cal community coming 
together to keep a ‘No 
Kill’ shelter! We have 
an amazing group of 
adult dogs! Please come 
and see us!”

The shelter had only 
two dog kennels open 
but was messaged that 
three dogs were com-
ing in the next day.

“You hate to bring 
up euthanasia, but 
people don’t realize 
when the shelter gets 
to capacity,” it has 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — Completion of the long-awaited 
Comite River Diversion Canal will still depend 
upon a millage collected in three parishes, despite 
assurance of full federal funding for the project.

The 2.65-mill property tax on the books since 
2000 needs voter ap-
proval for a third 10-year 
renewal in 2020 to pay 
for parts of the projects 
the federal dollars will 
not cover, said Dietmar 
Rietschier, executive 
director of the Amite 
River Basin Commis-
sion. 

Rietschier joined 
members of the Army 
Corps of Engineers 
and the state Depart-
ment of Transportation 
Dec. 3 at the Denham 
Springs-Walker branch 
of the Livingston Par-

ish Library for an informational meeting on the 
progress of the CRDC, a project which has been 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The 
waiver that would allow 
distribution of home-
owner awards through 
the Restore Louisiana 
program remained un-
signed as of Dec. 6.

Congressman Garret 
Graves was set to meet 
heads of several agen-
cies – including FEMA, 
the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Devel-
opment and the Small 
Business Administra-
tion – as well as officials 
from the White House in 
hopes the waiver issue 
could be fixed.

The inaction contin-
ued two weeks after Gov. 
John Bel Edwards said 
he could not allow the 
distribution of funds be-
cause the president had 
not signed the waiver. 

The $230 million 
in funds would go to 

homeowners from flood 
events of March and 
August of 2016 who had 
been denied Restore 
awards because they 
had sought loans from 
the Small Business Ad-
ministration. 

Gov. Edwards held 
back on the distribution 
out of concern that a 
loophole in the provi-
sions would force the 
state to reimburse the 
federal government the 
$230 million because of 
the unsigned waiver.

Rep. Graves has called 
the inaction in Washing-
ton “inexcusable” and 
deemed it a “bureau-
cratic morass.” 

The House and Senate 
in October approved 
the elimination of the 
Duplication of Benefits 
provision as part of the 
Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration Reauthori-
zation Bill. 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Challenges Livingston 
Parish Fire Protection District 5 
will face in the coming year make 
the annual donation drive much 
more crucial, the district’s chief 
said.

Upgrades in equipment, purchase 
of a third ladder truck and the 
forthcoming inspection for the fire 
insurance rating bolster the need 
for a stronger collection from resi-
dents, Chief Joe Koczrowski said. 

The fire district seeks donations 
of $32 from homeowners and $100 
from businesses. The postage-paid, 
self-addressed envelopes will be 
mailed out by Saturday, Dec. 15.

The 2017 donation drive brought 
in $36,000. The fundraiser had 

generated an annual average of 
$40,000, Fir District 5 Secretary/
Treasurer Wes Sorenson said.

“People are still hurting from the 
flood,” he said. 

Purchase of new gear during 
the past year bit into the district’s 
budget, which barely broke even, 
Koczrowski said. 

The district’s third ladder truck 
will be used – in fact, it previously 
belonged to Fire District 5. 

The district traded in the unit 
three years ago and received a 
$150,000 credit for its new truck. 
It went under ownership of the 
Jefferson Parish fire district, then 
founds its way to the Denham 
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Paul Sawyer, chief of staff for Congressman Garret 
Graves, spoke at the meeting on the Comite River project.
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SUBMITTED BY WALKER ANIMAL SHELTER

Winter, featured in an Adoptable Dogs 2018 Album on 
social media on Dec. 3 by the Walker Animal Shelter, 
met with a prospective adopter the next day.
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — The 
medical field is fight-
ing what some call a 
perfect storm, one that 
strikes the largest cit-
ies and the smallest of 
towns across America. 

The spike in opioid 
and heroin addiction 
has risen to epidemic 
levels, one which has 
triggered a spike in 
deaths related to drug 
abuse.

A record of autopsies 
provided by Livings-
ton Parish Coroner 
Dr. Ron Coe shows 33 

deaths related to opioid 
or heroin abuse thus 
far in 2018. 

Outside of one case 
in September, at least 
two deaths each month 
have been linked to 
heroin or opioid abuse. 
It accounted for six 
deaths in May. 

“Anytime you have 
a number of people 
dying a certain way, 
it’s a problem, and our 
parish is not spared by 
the opioid epidemic,” 
Dr. Coe said.

Drug poisonings in-
volved meth, Fentanyl, 
heroin, morphine, bu-

prenorphine, Percocet 
and Restoril, among 
others.  

The roots of the 
epidemic date back ap-
proximately 20 years, 
when the medical pro-
fession was in a push 
to provide medications 
for instant pain relief, 
which led to a prolifer-
ation opioid narcotics 
such as hydrocodone, 
oxycodone, Percodan 
and other drugs.

“The complaints 
from patients were 
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MORGAN PREWITT | THE NEWS

East Baton Rouge Parish 
Coroner William “Beau” Clark

MORGAN PREWITT | THE NEWS

Jan Laughinghouse, Capital Area 
Human Services, speaks at summit.


