
BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

One Denham Springs woman 
is hoping to protect others from 
the same heartbreak her family 
experienced five years ago.

Braley Garafola, the daughter 
of a former sheriff’s deputy who 
was killed on duty in the sum-
mer of 2016, has reopened the 
“Brad Garafola Vest Fund” to 
buy protective vests for local law 
enforcement.

Garafola began the fundraiser 
last year to honor her father and 
was able to buy five vests. This 
year, she’s hoping to double that 
and purchase 10.

All of the proceeds will go to 
Capital Area Law Enforcement 
Foundation (CALEF), a non-prof-
it organization that raises money 
to buy protective gear for first 
responders.

For Braley, the fundraiser is her 
way of honoring her father Brad 
Garafola, one of three officers 
who were killed when a gunman 
opened fire on law enforcement on Airline Highway in Baton 

Rouge on July 17, 2016.
Garafola, of the East Baton 

Rouge Sheriff’s Office, was killed 
along with Baton Rouge police 
officers Montrell Jackson and 

Matthew Gerald. Deputies Nick 
Tullier and Bruce Simmons and 
Detective Chad Montgomery 
were injured in the attack.

Saturday will mark the five-
year anniversary of the ambush in 
Baton Rouge. Recently, balloons 
were placed near the site of the 
shootout, which was in front of 
the B-Quik convenience store on 
Airline Highway, along with pho-
tos of the three slain officers.

In a Facebook post announc-
ing the return of the fundraiser, 
Braley said, “In times like these 
our officers need more protection 
than ever and these [vests] will 
help in the best way possible.” She 
also wrote about her late father, 
who would’ve celebrated his 50th 
birthday in March.

“My dad was all about helping 
people out no matter who they 
were and I want to do just the 
same,” wrote Braley, who was 
15 years old when her father was 
killed.

Brad Garafola was a 24-year 
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AMITE
RIVER

RESCUE
WITH HELP FROM 

CENTRAL FIRE 
DEPARTMENT, FIRST 
RESPONDERS ASSIST 
15 TUBERS AGAINST 
STRONG CURRENTS
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People take to Airline Highway for a march that was held on Saturday, July 17, 2021, to People take to Airline Highway for a march that was held on Saturday, July 17, 2021, to 
mark the five-year anniversary of a shootout in Baton Rouge that resulted in the deaths of mark the five-year anniversary of a shootout in Baton Rouge that resulted in the deaths of 
three police officers and injuries to three others. The story, and more photos, can be found three police officers and injuries to three others. The story, and more photos, can be found 
on Page 9.on Page 9.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

First responders rescued 15 people from the Amite 
River after “strong currents” stranded tubers, authori-
ties said Saturday.

According to the Central Fire Department, Living-
ston Parish Fire District No. 4 requested Central Fire 
Department’s water rescue assets “to assist in locating 
and removing an injured tuber on the Amite River” 
around 1:30 p.m. Saturday.

Central firefighters responded, and, with help from a 
nearby family, the initial patient “was found and walked 
out for medical assistance,” the fire department said.

First responders obtained additional information 
“that pointed towards several other tubers that were 
stranded along the river due to the strong current,” 
according to the fire department.

CFD and LPFD4 first responders worked to remove 
a total of 14 other tubers from the area. The Livingston 
Parish Sheriff’s Office, Acadian Ambulance and East 
Baton Rouge EMS also assisted in the response.

Saturday’s incident marks the second tubing accident 
reported in the Amite River in less than a month. The 
other tubing incident involved the late Keith Hilliard, a 
Baton Rouge man who died after drowning in the river. 
Hilliard, the father of LSU pitcher Ma’Khail Hilliard, 
died during Father's Day weekend.

LOUISIANA LAWMAKERS TO HOLD 
HISTORIC VETO OVERRIDE SESSION

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Louisiana lawmakers will 
hold a historic veto session 
in an attempt to overturn 
Gov. John Bel Edwards’ 
rejection of bills from the 
most recent Legislative 
session.

In a statement released 
Friday, House Speaker 
Clay Schexnayder said the 
Legislature veto session will 
begin Tuesday, July 20, and 
cannot exceed five calendar 
days.

“In accordance with the 
Louisiana Constitution and 

the will of the majority of its 
members, the Legislature 
will return to Baton Rouge 
to consider overriding 
vetoes made by Governor 
Edward’s this session,” 
Schexnayder said. “This is 
democracy in action.”

This will be the first veto 
session ever held under the 
Louisiana Constitution 
enacted in 1974 and comes 
in response to Edwards’ re-
jection of 28 bills from the 
regular session that ended 
in June.
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Gov. John Bel Edwards vetoed over a two dozen bills, but two 
specific items have risen to the top - concealed carry, and 
transgender sports participation.
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‘A SON OF LOUISIANA’ | STATE PAYS FINAL RESPECTS TO LATE GOV. EDWIN EDWARDS

DAUGHTER OF SHERIFF’S DEPUTY SLAIN IN 2016 SHOOTING RAISING MONEY FOR BULLET-PROOF VESTS

SUBMITTED • THE NEWS
Pictured is Braley Garafola, who is seen wearing her father's police helmet years ago and holding a framed 
photograph of her father after he passed away. Brad Garafola, of the East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Office, was one of 
three officers who were killed when a gunman opened fire on law enforcement on Airline Highway in Baton Rouge 
on July 17, 2016.
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American flags lined streets in downtown 
Baton Rouge as people came to pay their 
final respects to a “larger than life” Gov. 
Edwin Edwards, Louisiana’s only four-term 
governor who was honored in a funeral 
procession and service on Sunday, July 18.

Edwards passed away July 12 at the 
age of 93 after placing himself in hospice 
care due to respiratory problems that had 
plagued him in recent years. He died in his 

Gonzales home less than a month from his 
94th birthday.

Edwards’ body lay in honor on Saturday, 
July 17, at the State Capitol, where peo-
ple from all walks of life were allowed in 
for public viewing. On Sunday, a private 
service was held at the Old State Capitol 
for family members and friends following a 
procession through the downtown area.

“A son of Louisiana, the state’s only four-
term governor, a man who seemed larger 
than life,” Gov. John Bel Edwards said of 
the late governor in his eulogy. “As he once 

said, he was both a realist and a dreamer 
who often dreamed of a better world – and 
worked to make it so.

“I believe his service to our state and 
nation are proof of everything he worked 
so hard to achieve. In his words, – ‘without 
fear of contradiction’- he left his mark on 
every part of Louisiana.”

A native of Marksville who would later 
serve in the U.S. Navy, Edwards was the 
only Louisiana governor elected to serve 
four terms. He served in the state’s top posi-
tion from 1972 to 1980, from 1984 to 1988, 

and then from 1992 to 1996.
Known for his charm, quick wit, and 

clever one-liners, he served two terms as 
a Crowley City Councilman in Acadia 
Parish; one term in the Louisiana Senate 
as a floor leader; one term in Congress; 
and four terms as governor. He was a 1949 
graduate of LSU Law School.

An honor guard carried Edwards’ casket 
down the steps of the State Capitol a little 
after noon on Sunday. The casket, draped 
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