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SESSION 
BEGINS

FEDERALLY BACKED
GOV. EDWARDS, FEMA ANNOUNCE COMMUNITY COVID-19 VACCINATION 

CENTER IN BATON ROUGE

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS

A COVID-19 vaccine shot is prepared during a clinic at LM Lockhart Park in Denham Springs on Thursday, March 18, 2021.
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Gov. John Bel Edwards announced his agenda Thurs-

day for the legislative session that starts Monday, includ-
ing his support for making kindergarten mandatory for 
every Louisiana student.

The estimated cost of the change to the state’s multi-
billion education budget is $12 million or less. The pro-
posal is in line with lawmakers’ recent emphasis on early 
childhood education, though critics believe the mandate 
infringes on families’ right to make that decision for 
themselves.

Senate Bill 10 by Sen. Cleo Fields, a Baton Rouge 
Democrat who chairs the Senate Education Commit-
tee, would require mandatory kindergarten attendance 
beginning at age 5. Children could satisfy the require-
ment through public or private school or homeschooling, 
Edwards said.

Edwards said his office believes only about 2,000 
kindergarten-age children are not enrolled. Even if all 
2,000 went to public schools, that would be less than the 
normal attendance fluctuations in any given school year, 
he said.

The Legislative Fiscal Office estimates the change 
could increase kindergarten enrollment by 1% to 6%, 
increasing state costs by $2 million to $12 million.

“Will it cost a little bit more?” Edwards said. “Yeah. 
But it’s an investment that’s well worth it and easy to 
absorb in a system as large as we have.”

Edwards reiterated his support for increasing educa-
tors’ salaries. His budget proposal includes $400 raises 
for teachers and $200 for support staff, and he plans to 
ask for bigger pay bumps if the state’s Revenue Esti-
mating Conference adopts a higher revenue projection 
during the session.

Edwards also is asking again for a state minimum 
wage that is higher than the federal wage floor of $7.25 
an hour, though he is not backing a specific proposal. 
Sens. Karen Carter Peterson and Troy Carter, New 
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The city of Baton Rouge 
will host a federally-backed 
COVID-19 vaccination 
center that state and federal 
officials hope will put shots 
in thousands of arms over 
the next several weeks. 

Gov. John Bel Edwards, 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) and East Baton 
Rouge Mayor Sharon 
Weston Broome announced 
the upcoming opening of 
the vaccination center in 
a joint statement, calling 
it “a vital asset in our fight 
against the coronavirus.”

The drive-through site 
will be located in the Bon 
Carre rear parking lot of 
the old Bon Marche Mall 
at 7359 Florida Boulevard 
in Baton Rouge. It will 
officially open to the public 
on April 16, “with the 
capacity to deliver several 
thousand vaccines a day,” 
the statement said.

Resources for the en-
deavor will also go toward 
vaccinating those in under-

served communities. 
In the statement, Ed-

wards said the state has 
“much work ahead of us to 
ensure that all Louisianans 
have the opportunity and 
ability to access this safe 
and effective shot that will 
help us end the pandemic.” 
Edwards also thanked Pres-
ident Joe Biden for approv-
ing a site in Baton Rouge 
“and for his commitment 
to increasing the number 
of doses available in our 
state.”

“Louisianans can now 
access vaccines through 
hospitals, clinics, phar-
macies and community 
vaccination centers and 
events,” Edwards said. 
“Our work with our federal 
partners, especially FEMA, 
has been strong for the 
entirety of this pandemic 
and I am confident that this 
continued work will result 
in even more Louisianans 
getting vaccinated against 
COVID-19.”

Vaccine allocations 
for the new Baton Rouge 
center will come directly 

from the federal govern-
ment “and are in addition 
to weekly allocations the 
state of Louisiana receives,” 
officials said.

The site will operate 
Tuesdays through Sundays. 
It will be open from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. On 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
the site will be open from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and on 
Sundays it will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

To schedule an appoint-
ment at the federal commu-
nity vaccination center in 
Baton Rouge, click here.

On Mondays, teams 
from the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard will conduct 
mobile vaccination clinics 
in underserved areas.

Late last month, the state 
expanded vaccine eligibility 
to include anyone over the 
age of 18 (or 16 and older 
with the Pfizer vaccine), 
regardless of underlying 
health conditions or their 
employment.

As of the latest data, 
more than 1.3 million 

residents have initiated a 
vaccination series, roughly 
28 percent of the state’s 
population. Of that total, 
nearly 900,000 have been 
fully-vaccinated, or about 
19.5 percent.

State and local leaders 
said there is more work to 
be done in getting more 
people vaccinated and 
that the federally-backed 
vaccination center should 
help in that.

“This mass vaccination 
site should prove to be a vi-
tal asset in our fight against 
the coronavirus,” Broome 
said in the statement.

Added GOHSEP 
Director Jim Waskom: 
“The opening of a site this 
size will be beneficial in 
maintaining our momen-
tum to expand access to 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
This partnership with local, 
state and federal teams 
means we will have another 
convenient and accessi-
ble location to help our 
citizens protect themselves 
and their families through 
vaccination.”
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BONTA DEL FORNO 
GETTING TWO NEW 

NEIGHBORS
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COVID-19 pushed back plans for a lot of 
people, and businesses.

But as COVID restrictions ease and 
commerce returns to a sense of pre-corona-
virus 'normal,' new businesses have begun 
to announce openings.

Buzzed Bull Creamery, on Mar. 31, let 
the Denham Springs community know 
that they were coming to the Sac Au Lait 
development, which is currently anchored 
by Bonta Del Forno.

The franchise owners said they hope to 
open their location by August.

The restaurant bills itself as 'a family 
friendly liquid nitrogen creamery with 

small batch ice creams and milkshakes 
- specializing in buzzed (alcohol infused - 
21+) and non-buzzed flavors.'

According to their website - "Buzzed Bull 
Creamery harnesses the power of liquid ni-
trogen to bring you and your family fresh, 
premium ice creams and milkshakes while 
offering a one-of-a-kind-experience," their 
'About Us' section reads.

"We hand-craft each ice cream and milk-
shake to provide a fully customized option. 
We are making ice cream fun for everyone. 
For adults, we specialize in alcohol-infused 
ice cream & milkshakes that start at a 5% 
ABV. We encourage our guests to get cre-
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There are several members of the 
Livingston Parish delegation looking to 
protect drivers, and their wallets, in the 
upcoming session.

For Rep. Buddy Mincey Jr., his legisla-
tion to establish presumption of fault in a 
hit-and-run accident strikes pretty close 
to home.

"My daughter was involved in a hit-
and-run accident," Mincey explained, 
"and it's already a scary situation.

"But the real scary part is when you try 
to deal with the other insurance compa-
ny."

Mincey said that he learned, the hard 
way, that drivers can be denied compen-

sation even as the victim in a hit-and-run 
accident. Even if the driver who 'ran' is 
located, identified, and pleads guilty, the 
insurance company in many cases will try 
to fight paying out benefits.

Mincey's proposed bill for the 2021 
session, HB 474, would establish a pre-
sumption of fault for the driver who flees 
the scene and provide liability protection 
for the driver who is not at fault in the 
accident.

The bill will begin in the Committee 
for Civil Law and Procedure.

In his daughter's case, Mincey said that 
the insurance company 'eventually made 
it right,' but not after a fight.

"It shouldn't be that way," Mincey said 
flatly, "it's not fair."

REP. MINCEY LOOKS TO PROTECT 
VICTIMS IN HIT-AND-RUN ACCIDENTS

FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS

Rep. Buddy Mincey Jr. participates in a podcast with the News in early April, before 
the start of the 2021 legislative session. Readers can watch, or listen, at www.
livingstonparishnews.com/podcast.


