
old, and capacity 
needs had in-
creased

• Replacement costs 
only covered what 
would be required 
to rebuild the 
schools exactly as 
they were before 
the flood - which 
do not meet 
current building 
codes

Through the CAP grant, 
the school was able to pull 
together an initial offer-
ing of $40.6 million from 
FEMA, and increase that 
to $51.85 million for both 
campuses.

Then, the board went 
to HUD for a Community 
Development Block Grant, 
which pushed the entire 
total to $57 million - and 
no out-of-pocket for costs 
for the school system, as the 
HUD grant would cover 
the 10% portion of a 90-10 
grant match.

On Thursday, Con-
gressman Garret Graves, 
Senator Bill Cassidy, and 
Senator John Kennedy 
announced that FEMA had 
agreed to the first sum of 
$40.6 million. 

"There will be more," 
Murphy said, "this is just 
the start."

Murphy wanted residents 
and school system members 
to be mindful that FEMA 
has turned away from lump 
sums, instead seeking to 
reimburse costs. At present, 
reimbursable costs for Den-
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BY THE NUMBERS: 
06/02/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana
40,746

Louisiana deaths
2,724

Livingston Parish cases
440

Total tests
393,000

30

639

Presumed recoveries
31,728

Hospitalizations

On ventilators
83

Livingston Parish deaths

6,034
Livingston Parish tests
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ONWARD
AND

UPWARD
GOVERNOR ANNOUNCES 

PHASE 2 REOPENING
BEGINS JUNE 5

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Louisiana will transition into Phase Two of reopening 
the economy at the end of the week, Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards announced Monday.

Edwards said he intends to sign the new order into law 
on Thursday, one day before the current order expires.

Under the new order, most businesses can resume opera-
tions at 50-percent capacity. It also opens previously closed 
businesses such as bars, tattoo parlors, day spas, swimming 
pools, bowling alleys, skating rinks, and event centers.

“I do believe and have made the decision that it is appro-
priate to move into Phase Two when the current procla-
mation terminates,” Edwards told reporters Monday. “On 
Thursday, I’ll sign a new proclamation to move the state 
into Phase Two.”

Louisiana entered Phase One on May 15, the day 
Edwards officially lifted the state stay-at-home order that 
had been in place for nearly two months amid the novel 
coronavirus pandemic, which hit Louisiana harder than 
almost all other states in the initial outbreak.

In order to enter Phase One and later Phase Two of the 
White House’s reopening plan — which was vetted by the 
Center for Disease Control — a state must see downward 
trends in people reporting COVID-like symptoms to emer-
gency rooms, new cases, and new hospitalizations over a 
two-week period.

Last Friday, Edwards said he and his team would spend 
the weekend “digging” into the data, specifically at the 
number of active cases in Louisiana as well as the positivity 
rate based on testing numbers. Increases in testing capacity 
and contact tracing would also be taken into account.

Overall, the state has seen a decrease in all three of 
those gating criteria, Edwards and Dr. Alex Billioux of the 
Louisiana Department of Health said Monday. And while 
not every region of the state is doing equally well, both 
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FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
The Livingston Parish Courthouse has been closed since the end of March to most traffic. Each court will operate differently, 
and courthouse officials ask that individuals call 225-686-7461 for more information.

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

The spread of the novel coronavi-
rus has caused changes over and over 
to certain services - including court.

The 21st Judicial District has not 
been immune to those changes, but 
June - and the announcements of 
Phase 1 and 2 - have allowed the 
courts to start scheduling more court 
appearances after many dates were 
either postponed or moved to Zoom 
conferences.

According to 21st Judicial District 
officials, both criminal and traffic 
court will be held in person, but will 
follow social distancing and miti-
gation guidelines. Only a certain 
number of people will be allowed in 
the courthouse at all times, and even 

fewer people will be allowed in each 
courtroom.

In order to make your visit as 
smooth as possible, the court asks the 
following:

• Bring a mask and be 
prepared to wear it for the 
entirety of your visit

• Upon arriving, visit http://
checkin.21stjdc.org/ - be 
sure to input your cell 
phone number, this is how 
they will communicate 
with you

• Leave your cell phone in 
your car once you have 
instructions

• Be aware of the courtroom 
you will be attending

• Be prepared to have your 

temperature taken at the 
door

• Do not bring guests or pre-
pare them to wait outside

Those inmates who have court 
dates will continue to meet with 
judges via Zoom.

Some courts will continue their 
Zoom conferences as well, including 
some Civil Rules trials and Family 
Court proceedings. It is recommend-
ed by the court that you contact your 
attorney, check the court's website at 
21stjdc.org, or call the court at 225-
686-7461 to find out how your trial 
will be held.

All juvenile court hearings will 
continue via Zoom for month the 
June.

IN-PERSON HEARINGS RETURN
COURT WILL HAVE LIMITED SPACE, SPECIFIC COVID-19 RULES

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

Amid protests, riots, and the 
spread of the novel coronavirus, 
hurricane season began June 1.

And there's already a named storm 
in the Gulf of Mexico.

Tropical Storm Cristobal, which 
was upgraded to a named storm at 
11 a.m. CST, had eyes on it as early 
as Friday. Now, the storm has picked 
up enough steam just north of the 

Yucatan Peninsula to earn 'named 
status' as it moves north into the 
warm Gulf waters.

According to the current National 
Hurricane Center projections, the 
storm will reach the central Gulf 
area between Friday night at 8 p.m. 
and Saturday morning at 8 a.m.

Tracks beyond that are still high 
uncertainty, but show a gulf coast 
landing somewhere between Missis-
sippi and southeastern Texas next 

week. Rains from the event could 
hit the gulf coast as early as this 
weekend.

State and local officials ask res-
idents to be mindful of the storm, 
and make sure to "get a game plan" 
heading into the weekend. Gover-
nor John Bel Edwards, especially 
with the spread of COVID-19, asks 
residents to especially prepare for 
a potential recovery that may look 
different as well.

CRISTOBAL TO MAKE LANDFALL NEXT WEEK

FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
Dump trucks and back hoes continue to work on the dirt fill base for the new Denham Springs 
Elementary on Range Avenue in Denham Springs.

$40.6 MILLION COMING FOR SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
MORE FUNDING EXPECTED FROM FEDS TO FINISH PROJECT

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

It's been nearly four years 
to date since the Great 
Flood of 2016, and rem-
nants of the disaster still 
remain in plain view.

In the process of re-
covery, it was announced 
that the school system had 
decided to tear down three 
campuses in the Denham 
Springs area and those 
buildings would be replaced 
with new educational 
facilities - Southside Junior 
High and Elementary, as 
well as Denham Springs 
Elementary.

Denham Springs Ele-
mentary moved into a tem-
porary location on Hatchell 
Lane in Denham Springs, 
next to the Livingston 
Parish News, while their 

campus broke ground on a 
rebuild in 2020 - expected 
completion is July of 2021, 
wherein teachers and fac-
ulty will move to the new 
location.

Southside Elementary 
and Junior High are shar-
ing space with their Juban 
Parc sister campuses south 
of town. However, their 
campus has not yet begun 
construction due to some 
environmental and histor-
ical issues to sort through. 
Bids are currently being 
submitted to the school 
system, and Superintendent 
Joe Murphy said that the 
board hopes to accept a bid 
at their June 18 meeting.

The expected completion 
date for the Southside Meg-
acampus has been pushed 
back to summer of 2022, 

with those teachers and 
faculty moving in for the 
2022-2023 school year.

But, schools cost money, 
and battles with the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Administration (FEMA) 
have caused delays in the 
process as the system, head 
by Murphy, sought to "get 
every dollar they were 
owed" for the new cam-
puses.

Eventually, FEMA and 
the board came to an 
agreement that the system 
would use a CAP grant to 
fund the new schools, in-
stead of a straight replace-
ment cost. Replacement 
costs were problematic, 
Murphy said, for several 
reasons, including:

• The schools were 


