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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — City 
residents get a chance 
to say what projects 
they want done first at 
Saturday’s final open 
house by the Denham 
Springs Long Term 
Recovery group.

The third community 
meeting by the group 
touting “Denham 
Strong” as its motto 
will be from 9 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Aug. 
12, at Denham Springs 
Junior High. 

While it is still an 
open house and resi-
dents are free to come 
any time, the format 
has changed, according 
to an announcement by 
Jeanette Clark, commu-
nity coordinator for the 
city, who is directing 
the group.

A “Recovery Project 
Overview Presenta-
tion” will be held at 10 
a.m. to explain the re-
covery project concept 
and how it got to this 
point.

Two previous open 
houses have led to a 

list of 22 projects to 
help Denham Springs 
recover from the Great 
Flood of 2016.

Visitors will be able 
to talk to community 
volunteers who have 
worked with the group 
to come up with these 
projects and FEMA rep-
resentatives who have 
been helping.

Each project will 
be presented with a 
description, the desired 
community outcome, 
what other areas the 
project may support, 
the estimated timeline 
and estimated cost.

The estimated time-
lines to complete the 
projects are short term, 
1 year; medium term, 
1 to 3 years; and long 
term, 3 or more years.

The estimated costs 
also are divided into 
three categories: low, 
less than $100,000; 
moderate, $100.000 to 
$1 million; and high, $1 
million or more. 

Of 19 projects, six are 

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The opening month of fiscal 2016-17 
brought positive news as Livingston Parish 
sales taxes took in $9,275,325, a 9.4 percent 
increase over last year.

July’s sales tax numbers – which reflect June 
spending – was an increase of $794,912, accord-

ing to the Livings-
ton Parish School 
Board Tax Office, 
which monitors 
sales taxes for 19 
public agencies. 

In July 2016, the 
parish accounted for 
$8,480,413 in sales 
taxes.

The motor vehicle 
tax, seen as one 
of the economic 
indicators for big-
ticket items in the 
parish, brought in 
$1,564,982, a 13 per-
cent increase.

This was $181,683 
more than the 
$1,383299 reported 

in July 2016. 
Another economic indicator showed a drop 

in sales tax collection. The Juban Crossing 
Economic Development District, the Juban 
Crossing shopping center, collected $265,379, a 
2 percent drop, -- or $4,682 less – from $270,061 
in July 2016.

Among municipalities, the Town of Livings-
ton saw a 19 percent increase to $53,282 and 
the City of Denham Springs had a 17.7 percent 
increase in sales taxes to $730,824.

The Denham Springs Economic Development 
District, also known as the Bass Pro devel-
opment, accounted for $369,922, a 1 percent 
increase, or $5,334, over the $364,588 from July 
2016. 

The 3-cent hotel/motel tax also saw a 15 
percent drop. Its tax brought in $27,297, a drop 
of $4,779, when compared with $32,076 in July 
2016. 

The Livingston Parish Sheriff Office half-
cent law enforcement tax brought in $860,082, a 
9.8 percent increase ($77,032) over the $783,050 

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Parents 
with children in Liv-
ingston Parish schools 
started the 2017-18 year 

Wednesday with the 
continuation of free 
meals – breakfast and 
lunch – in their cafete-
rias.

The Community 

Eligibility Provision 
(CEP), under the U.S. 
Department of Agri-
culture, will pay for 
the meals for children, 
regardless of income, 

through the 2020-2021 
school year.

“This is a tremendous 
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Livingston Parish School Superintendent Rick Wentzel tours Denham Springs High’s refurbished cafeteria in January 
when the school reopened. A federal program will pay for all schoolchildren to have free breakfast and lunch through 
the 2020-21 school year.

PLAN 
PAGE A3

FREE 
PAGE A10

I BY THE NUMBERS___
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in July 2017 (in millions)

$8.48 
Parish sales tax collections 
in July 2016 (in millions)

9.4% 
Increase in year-over-year 
collections
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Volunteer Angela White, in yellow shirt, explains the 
Economic Development board to two Denham Springs 
residents during the recovery group’s community meet-
ing on Thursday, July 13.
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The Livingston Parish Office of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Prepared-
ness will begin the first step in the process 
which could lead to either a buyout or eleva-
tion through a flood mitigation program. 

Homeowners must obtain the information 
packet and submit required documentation 
in accordance with two deadlines – Thursday, 
Aug. 31 and Thursday, Nov. 30.  The names of 
homeowners will be listed on one application. 

If approved, the homeowners who signed up 
for inclusion will be considered for either the 
buyout or elevation, LOHSEP grant coordina-
tor Sarah Allen said. 

“The homeowners we’ve seen thus far are not 
leaning one way or another, but are asking a 
lot of specific questions,” she said. 

“Right now, it’s just a matter of having home-
owners obtain an information packet and send-
ing in the forms with the packet, which lets us 
know on file if they’re interested.

“When the application process opens, we’ll 
have those homeowners on file,” Allen said. 
“We submit the application as a whole, but 
each homeowner is considered on an individu-
al basis.”

The application does not guarantee buyout of 
homeowners or elevation of homes, but it puts 
their names on a list of possible participants in 
the program, 

No late exceptions will be made on the two 
application deadlines, LOHSEP Director Mark 
Harrell said.

“Submittal of the required documentation 
does not guarantee participation in either 
application,” he said. “Participation will be 
determined based on eligibility and quantity of 
the homes available.”

The two deadlines are for possible applica-
tion dates, but homeowners can still apply in 
the event another application process opens. 

“If your home is not included in either ap-
plication, your information will remain on the 
file for future availability,” Allen said. “Home-
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A mitigation process will begin soon for homes that 
sustained severe flooding in August 2016.


