
BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Former Denham 

Springs Mayor James 
“Jim” DeLaune, 
Sr., who served the 
city for three terms 
around the turn of the 
century, has passed 
away.

DeLaune was 88.
 A 1950 graduate 

of Denham Springs 
High School and 
veteran of the U.S. 
Armed Forces, DeLaune was elected mayor of Den-
ham Springs in 1990, a post he held for 12 years. 
His tenure coincided with a period of rapid growth 
in the city and Livingston Parish that have brought 
record tax revenues to the parish.

During DeLaune’s time in office, the train station 
depot was built, Range Avenue traffic flow was re-
routed to alleviate traffic congestion, the downtown 
antique district was revitalized, the formation of the 
Amite River Diversion Canal was created, and the 
Pete’s Highway Interchange was funded, according 
to his obituary.

DeLaune’s tenure also led to further economic 
growth, including the attraction of major retailers 
such as Bass Pro and Home Depot to the city.

Before becoming mayor, DeLaune enlisted in 
the U.S. Marine Corps and was on active duty in 
Korea. He later earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Southeastern Louisiana University and a Masters 
plus 30 in Instruction and Administration from 
LSU.

Following his education, DeLaune taught history 
and coached basketball at Live Oak High School 
before leaving for a position at Denham Springs 
Elementary School, where he eventually succeeded 
his father-in-law, Rex Wilkinson, as principal until 
retirement.

According to his obituary, DeLaune was sur-
vived by his wife, four children, one brother, 10 
grandchildren, and 21 great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, five siblings, and a 
special first cousin.

During one of his final City Council meetings, 
DeLaune said of Denham Springs:

"I'm honored to have such a wonderful commu-
nity to work with. I love Denham Springs and will 
miss being mayor.”

Those who wish can sign the online guestbook at 
www.sealefuneral.com.
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BY THE NUMBERS: 
07/21/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana
111,038

Louisiana deaths
3,700

Livingston Parish cases
2,412

Total tests
1,276,304

47

1,583

Presumed recoveries
61,456

Hospitalizations

On ventilators
214

Livingston Parish deaths

23,053
Livingston Parish tests

FORMER MAYOR, 
PRINCIPAL PASSES

JIM DELAUNE, 88, HELMED 
DENHAM SPRINGS THROUGH 

GROWTH, CHANGE

BALLOT
SET

SEVERAL SMALL TOWNS FACE PACKED RACES

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

The spread of the novel 

coronavirus continues 
to affect Louisiana, but 
election season will go on as 
planned.

The ballot for the fall 
election is now set after 
qualifying wrapped up at 
the Clerk of Court's office 
Friday.

Incumbent Bill Cassidy 
has drawn several contes-
tants in the United States 
Senate race for one of the 
two positions. Also on the 
national scale, Congres-
sional District 6 opponent 
Garret Graves - who won 
his last election with 80% 
of the vote - has drawn a 
Livingston Parish challeng-
er from Shannon Sloan, a 

libertarian. Sloan lost the 
race for Parish Council 
District 3 in the fall of 2019, 
with Maurice 'Scooter' 
Keen taking that win.

Locally, an election is 
heating up between former 
Livingston Parish Sheriff's 
Deputy Jim Brown and 
incumbent David Addison 
for the Walker Police Chief 
race. The rest of the city's 
leadership was elected 
without opposition.

The Town of Livingston 
is shaping up to be the 
hotbed of politics for this 
fall's local elections. The 
mayor, police chief, and 
all alderman seats are up 
for grabs and have drawn 
challengers - many skewing 
to younger demographics. 
Three men will run for 
mayor, two for police chief, 

and ten residents have 
thrown their name into the 
ring for five seats on the 
board of aldermen.

Livingston is the next 
area poised for growth in 
the Livingston Parish area. 
The population as of 2017 
totaled 2,872, an expansion 
of 900 residents since 2000.

Growth has spurred an 
influx of new businesses 
within the corporate limits. 
Two of the biggest industri-
al additions to the parish in 
recent years – Epic Piping 
and a Pepsi distribution 
plant – are nestled just 
outside the town limits, 
but they promise to further 
spark the expansion.

“Right now, our biggest 
problem is infrastructure,” 
outgoing mayor David 
McReary said. “We’re 

trying to plan three to five 
years out.” McReary chose 
not to run for re-election, 
instead shooting for chief of 
police with a background in 
law enforcement.

A market profile pro-
vided by the Livingston 
Economic Development 
Council show a that the 
town’s median income, 
housing value, and pop-
ulation by age all signify 
upward mobility.

The town had 879 hous-
ing units as of 2017. The 
number is nearly twice the 
total in 2000.

The median household 
income bracket for 2017 
was $56,368, which is 
expected to rise to $65,008 
by 2022.

James "Jim" Delaune, Sr.
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Qualifying wrapped up Friday for the fall 2020 election. Over 
50 seats were up for contention, with several - especially in the 
Town of Livingston - drawing several opponents. Livingston is 
shaping up as a political hotbed, with three running for mayor, 
two for police chief, and ten contestants for five seats on the 
Board of Aldermen. Early voting begins Oct. 20 and runs 
through Oct. 27.
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GOVERNOR MENTIONS 'PHASE 1' SEVERAL TIME DURING PRESS CONFERENCE
BY MCHUGH DAVID 

The Livingston Parish News

As of right now, Gov. John Bel 

Edwards intends to signs his procla-
mation to keep the state in Phase 2 
through Aug. 7, to give time for masks 
to take effect and help curb the spread 
of the novel coronavirus.

Where Louisiana goes from there is 
still up in the air, but the governor be-
gan talking of moving back to Phase 
1 Thursday in the wake of "troubling 
announcements" from the state's larg-
er hospitals.

Our Lady of the Lake in Baton 
Rouge said Thursday, through the 
Advocate in Baton Rouge, that their 
hospital was at capacity with regard to 
providing care. Staffing was one of the 
major issues Dr. Catherine O'Neal, 
chief medical officer for OLOL, said.

During his press conference, Gov. 
Edwards provided testimony from Dr. 
Amanda Logue, of Lafayette Gener-
al, and Dr. Henry Kaufman, of Our 
Lady of Lourdes - both Acadiana hos-
pitals. Both doctors stated that their 
hospitals are "at or near capacity."

Dr. Logue said that her facility 
has already had to transfer up to 15 
COVID-19 patients as far away as 

Mississippi in the past two weeks due 
to capacity issues. 87% of transfers-in 
for specialized care have been re-
jected, due to cancellation of elective 
procedures.

"(Rejecting transfers is) not nor-
mal for us," Dr. Logue said, "it's not 
normal at all. As capacity increases 
we've lost the ability to provide care 
for some patients.

"However, if you are sick or showing 
symptoms and need hospitalization 
in the Acadiana area we ask that you 
come to the hospital first," Logue add-
ed. "We can at least provide treatment 
until we find a place for you."

Kaufman said he echoed Logue's 
sentiments.

Although he is the chief medical 
officer for Lourdes, Kaufman is an 
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