
By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — The Denham 
Springs City Council tabled a 
special-use permit for a townhouse 
development as the Zoning Com-
mission will look at the cost of the 
units.

Zoning Commission Chairman 
Fred Banks told the council at its 
March 11 meeting that the commis-
sion held a public hearing on the 
permit request by Mallard Cove 
Townhomes LLC.

The permit was sought for a pro-
posed 24-unit townhome develop-
ment at the corner of Pete’s High-

way and Martin Luther King Drive.
Mallard Cove is proposing to sell 

the units, Banks said, but the cost 
would be $200,000 each.

The Zoning Commission agreed 
to form a committee to look at the 
price tag, Banks said, and meet 
with the developer.

He said it was the Zoning Com-
mission’s recommendation that the 
council table the item so discus-
sions could be held with neighbors 
and the developer.

“We will meet – I’m on the com-
mittee – and try to come up with 
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LIVINGSTON — Parish 
funds allocated for 
drainage do not go far 
– in fact, they could not 
cover the average cost 
of a new car.

The parish budgets 
for 2018 and 2019 al-
located $26,274.58 for 
ditches, along with 
another $26,072 for 
bridges. 

The total budget for 
drainage in Livingston 
Parish totals $1,462,928, 
according to figures 
provided by Finance 
Director Jennifer Mey-
ers. 

The remaining 
revenue in the budget 
comes from five federal 
grants ranging from 
$43,526 to $394,405, 

while another $504,129 
stems from the Nation-
al Resource Conserva-
tion Service money.

The funds go toward 
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LIVINGSTON — A proposed 
state law that would 
allow parishes to set 
their own rates for 
homestead exemption 
drew skepticism from 
Livingston Parish As-
sessor Jeff Taylor. 

House Bill 12 by state 
Rep. Steve Carter, 
R-Baton Rouge, would 
lead to inequity among 
parishes 
through-
out the 
state, the 
assessor 
said.

The 
legisla-
tion would 
authorize 
a parish 
governing authority to 
change the homestead 
exemption through 
voter approval. 

It would require mill-
age adjustments associ-
ated with implementa-
tion of a change in the 
homestead exemption. 

Any change in the 
amount for homestead 
exemption would take 
effect at the start of 
the following calendar 
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BATON ROUGE — The ongoing prog-
ress on the utility relocation 
for the Comite River Diversion 
Canal will lead to plans on the 
next phase of the long-awaited 
project. 

Discussion will begin with 
the state Department of Trans-
portation and Development 
(DOTD) on construction of the 
Darlington Reservoir, state 
Rep. Valarie Hodges told the 
Comite River Task Force at its 
meeting March 13 at the State 
Capitol.

Hodges, R-Denham Springs, 
who leads the task force, said 
she expects updates soon on the 
reservoir phase of the project. 

Work began in January on 
the relocation of electrical, 
phone and gas lines as part 
of the process to make way 

Taylor
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Work is progressing enough on the Comite River Diversion Canal that 
discussions will begin on the next stage in its construction, the Darlington 
Reservoir, state Rep. Valarie Hodges said. Completion is set for 2021.
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Property at Martin Luther King Drive and Pete’s Highway 
in Denham Springs is the proposed site for the 24-unit 
Mallard Cove Townhomes.

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — When she was able 
to get back on her school campus for 
the first time, Principal Gail DeLee 
immediately went to the front-yard 
sign.

The Great Flood of 2016 inundated 
the Range Avenue school. DeLee 
and school system officials knew 
some schools would not reopen 
soon.

On one side of the sign, DeLee 
recalled, she put the message, “The 
best is yet to come.” On the other 
side, she put, “We will be back 
stronger than ever.”

The principal recounted that 
story Wednesday as her school took 
a big step back with the unveiling of 

the design for what will be the new 
Denham Springs Elementary.

Four artist renderings from Ziler 
Architects were on display, two 
showing an overhead view of the 
campus and two offering a front 
view. 

Listening in the cafeteria of the 
school’s temporary campus on 
Hatchell Lane were a host of people: 
Superintendent Rick Wentzel and 
school system officials, School 
Board President Buddy Mincey 
Jr. and other board members, and 
Mayor Gerard Landry and City 
Council members.

Assistant Superintendent Joe 
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ZILER ARCHITECTS

An artist’s rendering of the new Denham 
Springs Elementary shows the two-story 
building. It will be built at the school’s Range 
Avenue location.


