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A boy casts a line out as he fishes off of a pier at the fishing pond at Tickfaw State Park.

'PERKS FOR PRICKS'
BENEFITS OFFERED TO VACCINATED RESIDENTS AS VACCINATIONS LAG

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Along with being fully 
protected against the novel 
coronavirus that has killed 
more than 10,600 Louisi-
ana residents, state leaders 
are offering extra perks 
to those who complete a 
vaccination series.

Those freebies include 
entrance to a state park 
or historic site as well as a 
complimentary drink at 
certain restaurants and 
bars.

Gov. John Bel Edwards 

revealed the new incentives 
during his weekly press 
conference Thursday, 
saying the perks are part of 
a push to boost the state’s 
vaccination campaign, 
which has hit a roadblock 
over the last several weeks.

These are the first incen-
tives the state has offered 
to spur more vaccinations, 
but Edwards said people 
can expect more perks “to 
be offered in near future.” 
Though he gave new details 
Thursday, Edwards last 
week mentioned creating 

a vaccine lottery to urge 
more vaccinations.

“Stay tuned for more 
incentives in the works,” 
Edwards said Thursday.

Vaccinated individuals 
can get free admission to 
any of Louisiana’s 21 state 
parks and 18 historic sites 
through Saturday, July 31, 
Edwards said. The offer is 
available to all visitors from 
Louisiana and elsewhere 
who have been vaccinated, 
no matter when they got 
their shot.

"As we open our doors 

to tourists from across 
Louisiana and the world, 
we are glad to participate 
and offer this incentive that 
will bring visitors to our 
beautiful State Parks,” said 
Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser in 
a statement.

Edwards noted that 
many of the state parks and 
historic sites have “new and 
improved facilities.”

“Whether you like to 
hike or bike or paddle or 
tube or swim… there really 
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BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

A local educator has 
been named a finalist for 
the state’s top award at 
his position.

John Hill, principal 
of Albany Middle, was 
named one of nine 
finalists for the Louisiana 
Department of Educa-
tion’s Principal of the 
Year award.

Last week, the De-
partment of Education 
announced its finalists 
for the 2022 Teacher 
and Principal of the Year 
awards during the 2021 
Teacher Leader Summit. The 18 finalists are elemen-
tary, middle and high school educators from school 
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DENNIS PERKINS TO SEEK PLEA DEAL TO AVOID TRIAL, ATTORNEY SAYS
BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Former Livingston Parish sher-
iff’s lieutenant Dennis Perkins will 
seek to negotiate a plea deal with 
prosecutors to avoid going to trial, 
his attorney said in court.

Jarrett Ambeau, Dennis 
Perkins’ attorney, made the 
announcement near the end of a 
20-minute hearing Friday, saying 
his client plans to seek a plea deal 
“to spare the process of all of us 
going to trial.”

The announcement was made 
during a hearing to determine 
if Dennis Perkins and his wife, 
Cynthia Perkins, would be tried 
separately in a case that has 
rocked Livingston Parish and the 

state since the two were arrested 
in October 2019.

Dennis and Cynthia Perkins 
face a total of 150 charges, includ-
ing first-degree rape, producing 
child pornography, obscenity, 
video voyeurism, sexual battery 
of a child under 13 years old, and 
mingling harmful substances. 
Dennis Perkins is also accused of 
sexual abuse of an animal.

The couple has pleaded not 
guilty to the charges.

The Louisiana Attorney Gener-
al’s Office is prosecuting the case.

Last month, Dennis Perkins’ 
lawyer asked a judge to try him 
separately from his wife, arguing 
he would be “unduly prejudiced” 
by his wife’s testimony. The 

request stems from the court’s 
decision to allow certain evidence 
to be presented to only Cynthia 

Perkins, while other evidence 
can be presented only to Dennis 
Perkins, according to records.

Cynthia Perkins, a former 
middle school teacher at Westside 
Junior High, filed for divorce days 
after the two were indicted, al-
leging Dennis Perkins had made 
“sufficient threats that render her 
fearful of (him).”

Because the couple was jointly 
indicted, they would be tried 
together unless a judge granted 
a severance. A defendant is not 
entitled to a severance by right, 
but the trial court may sever “if 
the interests of justice require do-
ing so,” Dennis Perkins’ attorney 
wrote.

On Friday, Ambeau argued 

that the two should be tried sep-
arately, saying Cynthia Perkins 
plans to “point the finger” at his 
client as the instigator behind the 
alleged crimes.

“In the interests of justice, we 
don’t believe these two can be 
tried together,” Ambeau said in 
court.

In documents filed the morn-
ing of the hearing, the Attorney 
General’s office said the severance 
request should be denied because 
the defendant is not entitled to 
a severance and hasn’t shown 
justifiable reasons for one.

Prosecutors also cited the mag-
nitude of the case — “substantial” 
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LOUISIANA LEGISLATURE SENDS 
CENTRALIZED SALES TAX 
AMENDMENT TO VOTERS

BRAC ISSUES REPORT THAT SUPPORTS ENDING 
FEDERAL ENHANCED UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
Rep. Clay Schexnayder, Speaker of the House

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

NThe Baton Rouge Area Chamber 
(BRAC) announced today its Board of 
Directors has adopted a policy position 
calling on state leaders to end the federal 
unemployment enhancement payments 
before their planned expiration in Sep-
tember.

“The federal unemployment enhance-
ment made sense when government 
mandated business shutdowns that left 
hundreds of thousands of Louisiana 
residents without the opportunity to work. 
Since virtually all COVID restrictions 
have now been lifted, and there is incred-
ible demand for labor, there’s diminishing 
justification for continuing a program 
that disincentivizes residents from seeking 
employment,” said Andrew Fitzgerald, 
BRAC’s senior director of business intel-
ligence. “The weekly payment, combined 
with state unemployment assistance, is 
currently the equivalent of almost $14 per 
hour, which is nearly median individual 
income in the state. In other words, one 
can be in the middle of the pack in terms 
of earnings by not working.”

While many businesses have anecdot-
ally reported hiring challenges to BRAC, 
the board action was mainly a data-driv-

en decision based on research showing 
distortions in the regional and state labor 
markets. These include the following:

While there are 24,000 unemployed 
residents in the Capital Region, there 
are more than 30,000 job openings, with 
thousands requiring no experience and 
only a high school degree or GED;

The state has a similar excess of job 
openings, with 160,000 openings and 
only 150,000 unemployed residents. The 
majority of these openings require no 
education above a high school degree and 
little to no experience;

Despite COVID business restrictions 
largely ending in late March and early 
April, unemployment in the Capital 
Region remained flat at 5.8% over-
the-month, a full 2.0% higher than the 
pre-pandemic rate;

Both Louisiana and the Baton Rouge 
metro area have unemployment rates 
higher than the national average of 5.7%;

With the federal enhancement, Louisi-
ana residents receive $547 weekly through 
unemployment, while median individ-
ual income in the state is $556 weekly, 
providing a disincentive to return to a 
number of jobs in restaurants, bars, retail, 

BY DAVID JACOBS 
The Center Square

The Louisiana Legis-
lature voted Thursday to 
create a single statewide 
board to oversee state sales 
tax collection, though voter 
approval and more legisla-

tion still are needed.
The House and Senate 

both gave final passage 
to Speaker Clay Schex-
nayder's House Bill 199, 
a proposed constitutional 
amendment to create the 
State and Local Stream-
lined Sales and Use Tax 

Commission. Amending 
the state constitution 
requires the support of 
at least two-thirds of the 
members of both chambers 
and a majority of voters but 
not the governor’s signa-
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