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BY THE NUMBERS: 
11/17/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana
207,685

Louisiana deaths
6,156

Livingston Parish cases
5,168

Total tests
3,133,899

87

874

Presumed recoveries
176,107

Hospitalizations

On ventilators
92

Livingston Parish deaths

54,092
Livingston Parish tests
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COMPLIANCE 
VISITS FROM ATC, FIRE 
MARSHAL WILL STILL 
OCCUR TO COMBAT 

COVID-19

COVID-19 VACCINE MAKES PROGRESS
MODERNA ANNOUNCES 94.5% EFFICACY RATE FOR INITIAL TESTS

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

COVID-19 compliance checks will continue in the 
state’s business community, according to the Louisiana 
Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control and the Louisi-
ana State Fire Marshal’s Office.

The two state agencies made the joint announce-
ment in a press release Friday morning, saying that 
“both agencies will continue conducting compliance 
enforcement of Gov. John Bel Edwards’ Phase Three 
restrictions.”

Louisiana will be under its current Phase Three 
order until Friday, Dec. 4.

The announcement comes one day after a state 
judge denied a request from House Republicans to 
force the governor to temporarily revoke the state’s 
coronavirus restrictions.

“The Louisiana Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Con-
trol and the Louisiana State Fire Marshal’s Office are 
reaffirming to the state’s business community that both 
agencies will continue conducting compliance enforce-
ment of Gov. John Bel Edwards’ Phase 3 COVID-19 
order that remains in place,” the statement read.

In late October, 65 of 68 House Republican signed a 
petition seeking to terminate all of Edwards’ restric-
tions, citing a 2003 state law that allows a majority 
in either the House or the Senate to sign a petition to 
force the governor to end a public health emergency 
declaration.

BY BETHANY BLANKLEY 
The Center Square

Biotech company Mod-
erna announced Monday 
that its new COVID-19 
vaccine has proven to be 
94.5 % effective.

The company said it 
intends to submit for an 
Emergency Use Authori-
zation (EUA) with the U.S. 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration in the coming weeks 
and expects the EUA to be 
based on the final analysis 
of 151 cases and a median 
follow-up of more than two 
months.

Known as the COVE 
study, Moderna enrolled 
more than 30,000 partic-
ipants in the U.S. to test 
the vaccine. The study was 
conducted in collaboration 

with the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID), part 
of the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), and the 
Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Develop-
ment Authority (BARDA), 
part of the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Pre-
paredness and Response 
at the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services.

Moderna details the 
criteria used for the anal-
ysis of cases evaluated in 
its statement, including 
which number of volun-
teers received the vaccine 
or a placebo and how many 
days apart.

The vaccine combines 
Moderna’s messenger RNA 
delivery platform with the 

stabilized SARS-CoV-2 
spike immunogen devel-
oped by NIAID scientists 
at NIH.

“This is a pivotal mo-
ment in the development 
of our COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate,” Stéphane 
Bancel, CEO of Moderna, 
said. “Since early January, 
we have chased this virus 
with the intent to protect 
as many people around 
the world as possible. This 
positive interim analysis 
from our Phase 3 study has 
given us the first clinical 
validation that our vaccine 
can prevent COVID-19 
disease, including severe 
disease.”

The NIH announced 
that an independent data 
and safety monitoring 
board oversaw the Phase 

3 trial of the COVID-19 
vaccine mRNA-1273 and 
found that “the vaccine 
is safe and effective at 
preventing symptomatic 
COVID-19 in adults.”

In its interim analysis of 
95 cases of symptomatic 
COVID-19 volunteers, 
it found that after they 
received the vaccine, they 
tolerated it well. NIH 
reported “a vaccine efficacy 
rate of 94.5 percent,” which 
it says is “statistically signif-
icant, meaning they are 
likely not due to chance.”

Moderna says it expects 
to ship roughly 20 million 
doses of the vaccine to 
the U.S. by the end of the 
year. Next year, it expects 
to distribute roughly 500 
million to 1 billion doses 
worldwide.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish 

News

A state judge has denied 
a request from House 
Republicans to force the 
governor to temporarily 
revoke the state’s corona-
virus restrictions.

Judge William Mor-
vant, of 19th Judicial Dis-
trict Court, denied that 
request during a Zoom 
hearing on Thursday and 
repeatedly stated that the 
petition was “moot” since 
it specifically targeted 
Gov. John Bel Edwards’ 
previous Phase Three 
order that expired Nov. 6.

“The relief that you 
seek is moot,” the judge 
said.

In the three-and-a-half-
hour hearing, Morvant 
also ruled that the law 
House Republicans used 
to send Edwards the peti-
tion last month is “uncon-
stitutional.”

Edwards issued a state-
ment after the hearing, 
calling the ruling “a victo-
ry for public health in the 
state of Louisiana.”

“Today is a victory for 

BY DAVID JACOBS 
The Center Square

Louisiana shoppers will 

get two days without having 
to pay state sales taxes 
this fall, thanks to a bill 
approved during this year’s 
special session and recently 
signed into law.

Act 16 establishes a sales 
tax holiday on Nov. 20 
and 21 of this year only. 
Consumers are expected to 
save a total of about $4.5 
million, money that would 
otherwise go into state gov-
ernment’s general fund.

Louisiana’s 4.45 percent 

state sales tax will not be 
applied to the first $2,500 
of purchases during the 
holiday. The exemption 
does not apply to vehicle 
purchases and does not 
include local sales tax.

Louisiana has held 
several sales tax holidays in 
recent years, though they 
were suspended two years 
ago until 2025 as part of 
a deal between legislators 
and Gov. John Bel Edwards 
to balance the budget. 
Lawmakers justified the 
new one-time holiday as a 
way to help state residents 
recover from the effects of 

the COVID-19 pandemic.
Other legislation that 

passed during the latest spe-
cial session that Edwards 
recently has signed include:

Act 11: Authorizes 
spending more than $6.3 
million to give poll workers 
in this year’s elections a 
daily boost in pay worth 
up to $100. Legislators said 
the increase could help to 
attract workers during the 
pandemic.

Act 13: Creates an in-
come tax break worth up to 
$300 for families who hired 
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FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
Shoppers wait to check out at Bass Pro Shops in Denham Springs during a Black Friday event. 
Louisiana will have a sales tax holiday coming up, the weekend before Black Friday.

FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
National Guardsmen work a COVID-19 testing site in Livingston Parish.

LOUISIANA SHOPPERS TO GET SALES 
TAX HOLIDAY NOV. 20, 21
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