
20 THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2020

BASKETBALL • SPRINGFIELD’S BILLY DREHER

ROB DeARMOND 
The Livingston Parish News

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield High 
didn’t have to go very far to find its new 
boys basketball coach.

He was already on campus and will be 
expanding his role.

Billy Dreher, who guided the Spring-
field girls team to the regional round of 
the Class 2A playoffs this season, was 
named the school’s boys coach on March 
11. He will maintain his role as girls 
coach.

“It keeps me really engaged with learn-
ing,” Dreher said of taking on coaching 
both teams. “I don’t know which coach 
wouldn’t want to get to coach more in the 
sense of if you love coaching, that’s what 
you want to do, so I think it’s a great 
situation.”

“Yeah, it’s not conventional, and I 
get that,” Springfield principal Spen-
cer Harris said of the hire. “Really the 
thought process came with the fact that 
the respect for his knowledge as a coach; 
his ability to be honest with the kids and 
get the most out of them, and I really felt 
that he was able to do it.

“With our schedule, we’re on a block 
where he can have the boys and the girls 
on separate days and times to be able to 
work it through the school schedule so 
they can have practice during the day, 
and it’s not doing both after school. That 
played into it, but I really just think it 
came to the fact that I think that his tal-
ent and his ability and his understanding 
of the game of basketball can be benefi-
cial to our kids here in both sports.

“Every level of basketball he’s been in-
volved in, he’s been able to have success, 
so that’s what made this happen.”

Dreher takes over for John Hii, who 
wasn’t retained as coach after guiding the 
Bulldogs to a 5-27 record this season.

“That’s always my number one goal 
anywhere I go, just have a winning re-
cord,” said Dreher, who just finished his 
second season coaching the Lady Bull-
dogs. “I think it’s something that’s pos-
sible if the kids are willing to buy in and 
work. It doesn’t matter what knowledge 
you have. When you’ve done this long 
enough, you have to have the kids buying 
in. They have to want to do it, and then 
you have to have some talent too. You 
can’t just do it without some talent also, 
and I think it’s there and it’s going to take 
a little bit of time, but I think we can get 
this turned around.

“I’d like to see both teams where 
they’re top-10 teams every year. I’m far 
from satisfied where we are in the girls 
level even,” Dreher continued. “I think 
we’ve had a lot of success, but to con-
tinue, they have to continue to put in that 
time like we’ve talked about with scoring 
the basketball.”

Dreher, who coached the boys team 
at Pope John Paul II before coming to 
Springfield, informed both teams of the 
coaching move on Wednesday and said 
both will work to develop their scoring, 
but the turnaround for the boys program 
will start with defense.

“There’s a lot of younger kids that will 
be back,” he said of the boys program. 
“Defensively and that, they’ve got to buy 
in. You’re not going to automatically just 
turn around and have amazing success 
offensively, so you’ve got work on defense. 
You’ve got work on defense. You’ve got to 
buy into defense first, and that’s kind of 
been our mentality with the girls, and it’s 
got to be the same with the boys.”
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