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to remake America 

needs to be resisted.
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After another round of devas-
tating floods ravaged Lebanon’s 
downtown square, it refloated a 
question that gets asked a lot, 
why does this keep happening?

Lebanon’s Commissioner of 
Public Works Jef f Baines said 
that after the floods in 2010, the 
city entered discussions with 
the Army Corps of Engineers on 
“possible alternatives to mitigate 
flooding on Sinking Creek.”

Sinking Creek is the water-
way that runs underneath the 
square. Its watershed begins 
about 4 miles south of the 
square and runs south to north 

through the city.
According to Baines, after the 

Corps of Engineers conducted 
a 5-year analysis of the area, it 
recommended the city create a 
detention structure at Stumpy 
Lane. This proposal was present-
ed to the City Council last sum-
mer.

Per the Corps’ recommenda-
tion, the flood elevations for a 
100-year and 25-year flood would 
be reduced significantly. These 
parameters are used to deter-
mine a storm and subsequent 
flood’s severity and also to estab-
lish time tables for expectations 
about storms of that size.

Baines said the total estimat-

ed cost for the project was in 
excess of $2 million, and that the 
city would be on the hook for 
$750,000.

The discussions were paused 
in response to the economic 
uncertainties brought on by the 
pandemic. Bernie Ash, who was 
mayor at the time, requested the 
council defer the project until 
July of this year. The council 
obliged.

Baines said that he has been 
working with the current mayor, 
Rick Bell, regarding the flood 
prone zones. He also said that 
they have reopened conversa-
tions with the Corps of Engi-
neers “in the last few weeks.”

Bell has expressed interest in 
seeing the project take into con-
sideration the local businesses 
most directly impacted.

Baines said that he has con-
cerns the project “may not offer 
significant reduction in flooding 
risks to be wor th the invest-
ment.”

”As of this date, no option has 
been identified that would sig-
nificantly reduce flood elevations 
in the square/downtown busi-
nesss area,” he said.

The city has taken several 
steps to curb the impact from 
flooding. It has hired Braxton 
McFarlin to serve as the city’s 
drainage mitigation coordinator. 

His role consists of communicat-
ing with citizens experiencing 
drainage issues as well as ensur-
ing drainage routes around the 
city remain clear.

Aside from large scale infra-
structure projects, Lebanon’s 
public works department does 
periodically remove sediment 
and debris from the creek. As 
recently as January, the cleanup 
resulted in the removal of 175 
tires by Lebanon Stormwater 
Coordinator Brian Chomicki’s 
approximation. Chomicki said 
in an email that the tires were 
removed in the section of Sink-
ing Creek running from Inter-
state 40 to Legends Drive.

The square is not the only 

What is being done to mitigate flooding
After pandemic pause, city again looking at Corps of Engineers plan
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Three local college students 
were recognized for first place 
performances in a statewide 
career and technical education 
competition called SkillsUSA. 
Because of their finishes, the 
Tennessee College of Applied 
Technology students will now 
be representing their school 
and state in the national com-
petition over the summer. 

Amber  Overs tr eet  and 
Charles Kimbrell, both of Leb-
anon, and Kenton Smith of 
Castalian Springs all came in 
first in their respective cate-
gories during the week-long 
competition that pitted com-
munity college students from 
around the state of Tennessee 
against each other in real-life 
categories.

For instance, Overstreet 
placed first in the customer 
ser vice categor y. According 
to Angie Anderson, the admin-
istrative of fice technology 
instructor, each category could 
be derived from a subject or 
skill studied at the colleges. 
To illustrate, Overstreet is cur-
rently enrolled for degrees in 
general of fice administration 
and accounting. Customer ser-
vice would be just one compo-
nent of Overstreet’s curricu-
lum, but it was one she felt she 
could really excel in.

Overstreet is the president 
of the local SkillsUSA chapter 
and couldn’t be more grateful 
the opportunities it has afford-
ed her.

“SkillsUSA has given me a 

chance to open up and show 
people that you can do whatev-
er you set your mind to,” said 
Overstreet.

Overstreet,  who admits 
she’s naturally shy, said that 
the competition had spurred 
on her inner extrovert and that 
she is always working to be 
better interacting with clients, 
customers and just people in 
general. Overstreet said that 
she was proud to represent 
her college and state and that 
she couldn’t wait for summer’s 
nationals.

Charles Kimbrell compet-
ed as a computerized numer-
ical control technician, and is 

studying machine tool technol-
ogy. The 36-year-old Air Force 
veteran was highly touted by 
his instructor Craig Creswell, 
who said, “Charles is the most 
focused and driven student I’ve 
had the pleasure to instruct.” 
Creswell is the machine tool 
technology instructor at the 
TCAT Wilson County Campus.

Kimbrell had some previ-
ous experience working with 
machines in his home state, 
Alabama, but he said the TCAT 
program opened up a whole 
new world of possibilities.

He tried to describe his field 
of study in layman’s terms. 
“Basically, you take a drill 

press on steroids with a com-
puter control, called G-codes 
and use those to program a 
digital blueprint.”

Much like Kimbrell, Smith 
also studies machine tool tech-
nology. However, he was rec-
ognized for his performance 
in the related technical math 
category. His instructor, Wil-
liam Butrum, serves as Cre-
swell’s counterpart at the main 
Har tsville campus. “Smar t, 
intelligent young man at the 
top of his game,” Butrum said 
of Smith.

Unlike in year’s past, this 

BY DAVID CRARY 
AP NATIONAL WRITER

The president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, America’s 
largest evangelical denomination, 
posted a photo on Facebook last 
week of him getting the COVID-
19 vaccine. It drew more than 
1,100 comments — many of them 
voicing admiration for the Rev. 
J.D. Greear, and many others 
assailing him.

Some of the critics wondered 
if worshippers would now need 
“vaccine passports” to enter The 
Summit Church in Durham, 
North Carolina, where Greear is 
pastor. Others depicted the vac-
cines as satanic or unsafe, or sug-
gested Greear was complicit in 
government propaganda.

The divided reaction high-
lighted a phenomenon that has 
become increasingly apparent in 
recent polls and surveys: Vaccine 
skepticism is more widespread 
among white evangelicals than 
almost any other major bloc of 
Americans.

In a March poll by The Associ-
ated Press-NORC Center for Pub-
lic Affairs Research, 40% of white 
evangelical Protestants said they 
likely won’t get vaccinated, com-
pared with 25% of all Americans, 

BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON — U.S. Trea-
sury Secretary Janet Yellen on 
Monday urged the adoption of a 
minimum global corporate income 
tax, an effort to offset any disad-
vantages that might arise from the 
Biden administration’s proposed 

increase in the U.S. corporate tax 
rate.

Citing a “30-year race to the 
bottom” in which countries have 
slashed corporate tax rates in 
an effort to attract multinational 
businesses, Yellen said the Biden 
administration would work with 
other advanced economies in the 

Group of 20 to set a minimum.
“Competitiveness is about more 

than how U.S.-headquartered 
companies fare against other com-
panies in global merger and acqui-
sition bids,” Yellen said in a virtual 
speech to the Chicago Council on 
Global Affairs. “It is about making 
sure that governments have stable 

tax systems that raise sufficient 
revenue to invest in essential pub-
lic goods.”

The speech was Yellen’s high-
est-profile so far on international 
affairs, and came just as the spring 
meetings of the World Bank and 
International Monetar y Fund 
began in a virtual format.

“It is important to work with 
other countries to end the pres-
sures of tax competition and cor-

porate tax base erosion,” Yellen 
said.

Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Penn., said 
that Yellen’s proposal was unlikely 
to make much progress overseas. 
He also said Republicans should 
reverse any corporate tax hike if 
they regain a congressional major-
ity in upcoming elections.

“Spoiler alert: This effort will 

Vaccine 
skepticism 
runs deep 

among white 
evangelicals

Despite pleas  
from pulpit, 40% 

unlikely to get shots

Yellen calls for minimum global corporate income tax
Move comes as Biden looks to pay for infrastructure fixes

TCAT three advance to nationals
Students from 

Lebanon, Hartsville 
take first, move  

on to next round
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Local SkillsUSA Chapter President Amber Overstreet receives her medal from her instructor Angie 
Anderson Tuesday during the statewide award ceremony. Overstreet placed first around the state in 
the customer service category and will now represent Tennessee and TCAT at the national competition 
over the summer.
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