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Residents of a Leeville Pike 
neighborhood have been dis-
rupted by construction, flooding 
and traffic but have maintained 
at least a strip of barrier from 
the commercial development on 
Highway 109.

Annexation of a small strip of 
land between Surrey Place and 

the new Publix could change all 
that.

The Lebanon Planning Com-
mission reviewed the requested 
annexation during its regular-
ly-scheduled meeting last Tues-
day. At the meeting, Lebanon 
Planning Director Paul Cord-
er indicated that the property 
would be zoned rural residential 
if the property was annexed.

“The applicant is requesting 
an RR zoning,” Corder said. 
“That is a rural residential area, 
which is three-acre lots. They 
may come back with a rezoning 
when they have a better plan.”

While the discussion squared 
in  on annexat ion,  Corder 
remarked that there is current-
ly no development plan for the 
property.

“At this point, we don’t have a 
plan from the developers,” Cord-
er said. “That’s why we are rec-
ommending the most restrictive 
zoning district. There won’t be a 
lot going on.”

Residents of nearby Surrey 
Place and Stonehenge Drive are 
concerned that if the property is 
annexed to the city, future devel-
opment will cost them the buffer 

they presently enjoy from the 
commercial environment to the 
west.

Debbie Thomas has been liv-
ing on Surrey Place for more 
than 40 years.

“The back of our lot is very 
low,” Thomas said. “It drains 
into a creek bed. Those trees are 
the only privacy that we have. 
When the leaves fall off, I now 
see Speedway and Publix.”
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Lebanon’s Halloween on the 
Square event was missing some-
thing this year … the square.

However, all the fun was still 
there on Sunday afternoon as the 
event took place at the Mill at Leb-
anon, which is within walking dis-
tance of the square.

The event — which is organized 
by the Lebanon Wilson County 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
city of Lebanon — was moved due 
to rain and threats of inclement 
weather.

Among of the multiple church-
es and 38 businesses, there were 
many first-time vendors partaking 
in the event. With the late move 
and so many first-timers, many 
were uncer tain as for what to 
expect.

Typically, vendors set up along 
the square and in parking lots with 
candy for trick-or-treaters, games, 
inflatables and other activities. 
However, after nearly a week of 
monitoring the weather forecast 
for Sunday, the Lebanon Wilson 
County Chamber of Commerce 
decided that relocation was a 
must, and, on Friday, decided to 
move the festivities indoors.

That switched things up for 
those providing the Halloween fun, 
for the Mill and the city’s eager 
trick-or-treaters.
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The American Heart Associ-
ation (AHA) is partnering with 
Vanderbilt Wilson County Hos-
pital to hold a Heart Walk in 
Lebanon next year.

In an announcement made 
at Cumberland University on 
Friday, representatives from 
the AHA and Vanderbilt Wilson 
County held a panel discussion 
and talked about how individu-
als can maintain a healthy heart 
and how to encourage others to 
do the same.

During the past couple of 
years, the pandemic has exac-
erbated unhealthy habits and 
deprioritized healthy ones.

“I’ve seen a lot of patients 

who come in and say, hey, I was 
doing well with certain things, 
activity, lifestyle, whatever, but 
that’s changed,” said Dr. Chris-
topher P. Menzel, the medical 
director of bariatric and met-
abolic surger y for Vander-
bilt Wilson County. “So since 
COVID, going to gyms, gym 
memberships have gone down, 
and same with group activity.”

Menzel pointed out that 
talking with people about their 
weight can be a sensitive topic 
but that it can be approached in 
nuanced terms.

“(Obesity) is generally 
thought to be a negative topic,” 
Menzel said. “If you bring it up 
as a health tie, not an aesthetic 
one, they may be more likely 
to listen. I don’t care how big 
somebody is. If they’re com-
fortable about their weight, I’m 
happy about that, but I’m not 
happy about the medical prob-
lems that develop afterward. If 
you want you to be happy in 
your life moving forward for 
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CashExpress embarks on its 
18th annual toy and coat drive 
today.

The business, along with oth-
ers around the community, will 
accept donations of toys, coats, 
clothes, shoes and non-perish-
able food goods until Dec. 3.

Assistant manager Ashley 
Buck has par ticipated in the 
toy and coat drive at the Cash-
Express Lebanon office for the 
past six years. She said that the 
drive benefits the Wilson Coun-
ty Christmas For All program, 
which CashExpress has par t-
nered with for the last 14 years.

“It’s the spirit of giving ... 

that’s what Christmas is about,” 
Buck said. “To be able to give 
back to the community and to 
be able to help those in need, 
that is the whole spirit of the 
season.”

Buck said that CashExpress 

par tners with several other 
businesses around the area that 
take boxes into their locations, 
including businesses associated 
with the Lebanon Wilson County 

Residents object to proposed annexation
Lebanon Planning Commission sends plan to city despite outcries

THE ONGOING SPIRIT OF GIVING
Local CashExpress 
to host annual toy 
and coat drive to 
give back to the 

community
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CashExpress employees Kim Waters (left) and Ashley Buck stand in 
front of the donation they made last year to the Wilson County Christ-
mas For All program.

Taking a healthy stand
Vanderbilt Wilson 
County, American 
Heart Association 

team up to host  
a walk in April

An untraditional Halloween on the ‘Square’
Weather forces annual 
Lebanon event indoors

Destiny Mizell/For the Democrat

There were games and activities for attendees at Sunday afternoon’s Halloween on the Square event, which was moved from the Lebanon 
square to the Mill.SEE SQUARE/PAGE A3

SEE PLAN/PAGE A3

SEE SPIRIT/PAGE A6 SEE STAND/PAGE A6
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