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NEWS. NOW.
Lebanon hires  
traffic engineer. A575 cents

Educational assistants in the Lebanon 
Special School District will be getting a 5% 
raise under the 2019-20 budget adopted by 
the district’s board on Thursday. Teachers 
will be getting a 1% raise and other person-
nel will be getting 2% raises.

Overall, like elsewhere in Wilson Coun-
ty, growth is having an impact on the bud-

get. The district is hiring five new teachers 
for the school year that begins Thursday, 
district Director Scott Benson said. He 
expects final enrollment numbers to be 
between 3,950 and 4,000 students, up from 
about 3,000 five years ago. That’s roughly 
a 33% increase.

Driven by new hires, raises and spend-
ing on technology and textbooks, the 
district’s general purpose budget is $33.6 

million, up $1.5 million from 2018-19. Of 
that total, $28.6 million, or 85%, is person-
nel costs — salaries and benefits such as 
health insurance and pension contribu-
tions.

“We did not cut our technology budget, 
we did not cut our instructional budget,” 
Benson said. “It’s a little painful to us to 
only give our teachers raises of 1% plus 
steps, but it’s easier because of where we 
are in the state.”

LSSD ranks 14th in the state in average 
teacher pay and third in new teacher pay, 
and Benson and school board Chairman 
Steve Jones said teachers have gotten a 
raise every year for 31 years.

“As long as I have been chairman, 

teachers have gotten a raise every year,” 
Jones said Friday. “That’s very, very rare.”

Nachel Tenbarge, Lebanon Education 
Association president and teacher at Byars 
Dowdy Elementary School, said via email: 
“While the 1% raise for teachers is less 
than what we hoped, we are grateful to our 
school board ... for their continuing efforts 
to improve salaries in our district.”

Benson said the 5% raise for education-
al assistants, of which there are about 80 
in the district, is the first step in a “two- or 
three-year commitment” to raise their pay 
to competitive levels compared with the 
rest of the state.
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Lebanon schools budget includes raises
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EAs get 5%, teachers 1% in plan 
that’s $1.5M more than last year
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Wilson County Finance Director 
Aaron Maynard speaks to the 
county commissioners at their 
workshop Thursday night.

The 2019 Salvation Army — 
Dewaal Back-to-School Shoe 
Giveaway took place on Friday 
where hundreds of families 
lined up outside of Mary Chaffin 
Chapel — The Salvation Army 
Church in Lebanon to receive 
free shoes, socks, underwear 
and snacks.

The annual giveaway gave 
away an estimated 400 pairs of 
shoes to school aged children 
who risk returning to school 
without the needed supplies for a 
successful school year.

Organizer John Dewaal said 
that the annual giveaway began 
in 1993 in partnership with what 
was then the Potters House Min-
istry and has provided the needy 
with clothing and supplies ever 
since.

“There are many families in 
our Lebanon community who 
struggle to pay for rent, basic 
transportation expenses and food 
and so having excess money, 
even to buy a pair of shoes for 
their children is a challenge. We 
learned this in the early years 
as we would walk though the 
projects and we would see chil-
dren in the summer in bare feet 
or with shoes that were in awful 
condition and that’s really how 
we got started,” Dewaal said.

Volunteers dotted the crowd 
wearing yellow hats to signify 
english-speakers and red hats to 
signifying spanish-speaking or 
multilingual abilities to assist the 
diverse crowd.

“It’s a way of showing the love 
of Jesus in a practical way, that 
Jesus’ love is shown in practi-
cal ways with some water, some 
shoes, a snack, some undergar-
ments and someone to pray 
with them if they want that, or to 
receive a Bible. It’s a very practi-

cal way to let people know that 
they are valued and important 
and loved, especially for children 
who don’t have the opportuni-
ties that many of our middle class 
people in Lebanon take for grant-
ed,” Dewaal said.

One volunteer, Brenna Tart-
ly, of Auburntown, said that she 
began volunteering with her fam-
ily about five years ago and said 
that it’s the real-world impact of 
the ministry that keeps bringing 
her back.

“This is just a great repre-
sentation of the body of Christ 
and literally getting down at the 
feet of the community and liter-
ally putting shoes on their feet,” 
Tartly said. “It’s a great way to 
show love and show Jesus and be 
a blessing to these families.”

Shoe giveaway draws hundreds 
BY MATT MASTERS

MMASTERS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM
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A volunteer hands out a pair of socks during the 2019 Salvation Army — Dewall Back-to-School Shoe 
Giveaway.

Crowds line up outside of the Mary Chaffin Chapel — The Salvation 
Army Church in Lebanon for the 2019 Salvation Army — Dewall 
Back-to-School Shoe Giveaway.

Matt Masters | Lebanon Democrat

Shatena Cowan paints the railings of the new rabbit and 
poultry barn Tuesday at the Wilson County Fairgrounds in 
preparation for the upcoming fair.

With the Wilson County Fair just 
weeks away, the fairgrounds are 
being prepped for the tens of thou-
sands of attendees awaiting the exhib-
its and rides during the county’s most 
exciting week.

Helen McPeak, executive direc-
tor of Wilson County Promotions, 
who began volunteering with the fair 
almost 30 years ago, and has served 

in her current role for the past five 
years, said that this year’s fair is 
expected to be the most exciting 
one to date with the inclusion of new 
exhibits and rides.

“We try our very best to provide 
more every year. We’re an agricultural 
fair and we pride ourselves in trying 
to educate all of our fa-goers in a fun 
way about agriculture,” McPeak said.

McPeak said that agriculture is an 
integral part of the Wilson County 

Fair experience, a reminder of the 
impact of agriculture and farmers on 
everyone in Wilson County, some-
thing she said the public is becoming 
more aware of with the popularity of 
farm-to-table and shopping local.

“We need for people to know that 
their chocolate milk don’t come from 
brown cows, to know where their 
eggs come from, that it doesn’t come 
from Krogers of Publix or wherever, 
that it actually started by coming from 
the farm,” McPeak said. “So people 
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Grounds getting work ahead of county fair
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The Wilson County Com-
missioners heard an overview 
of the potential 2019-20 budget, 
which included each depar t-
ment’s requests, at a special 
budget work session Thursday 
night.

The $2.3 million in requests 
consist of $1.8 million in recur-
ring costs and $489,000 in non-
recurring costs. Those numbers 
are for every department within 
the county except for Wilson 
County Schools’ budget.

The county grew 4.17 percent 
in property tax funds during the 
2018-19 fiscal year, or approxi-
mately $4.3 million in what is 
termed growth money over the 
last fiscal year, which ended 
June 30.
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Live-streamed births planned again for this year
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