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Individuals who would like to view the Dancing Lights of Christmas at the Wilson County Fairgrounds have two options. They can wait in line 
for the drive-thru, or they can take it all in from the sky. Chattanooga Helicopter Tours is offering a unique experience this holiday season. Tours 
can have up to three passengers, with a cost $35 per person.
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MT. JULIET — The Mt. 
Juliet Planning Commission 
recommended changing RS-15 
zoning to a high-density land 
use designation at its meeting 
on Thursday evening.

The city of Mt. Juliet for-
merly classified medium-den-
sity housing as RS-15 prior to 
Thursday’s change. Howev-
er, city officials have noticed 
that there are RS-15 planned-
unit developments (PUDs) 
proposing lot sizes as little as 
5,000 to 7,500 square feet.

Mt. Juliet Vice Mayor Ray 
Justice responded by request-
ing that the Mt. Juliet Plan-
ning Commission reclassify 
RS-15 zoning as high-densi-
ty housing to appease to the 
demands of the small lot sizes 
in those developments.

That reclassification will 
have RS-15 join alongside 
RS-10 and R-10 as high-densi-
ty housing.

RS-20 zoning will only be 
classified as medium-density 
housing.

Mt. Juliet City Planner Jen-
nifer Hamblen said that Jus-
tice was concerned over the 
small lot sizes that he has 
seen in several subdivisions.

“He thought the lot sizes 
were so small that they did 
not really meet the classifica-
tions of medium-density hous-
ing,” said Hamblen.

Herrington, Wynfield, and 
Bradshaw Farms are among 
the subdivisions that are 
zoned as RS-15.

The average lot size for 
RS-15 PUDs is between 6,700 
and 7,000 square feet.

Hamblen said that average 
lot size is more typical in a 
high-density environment.

She also said that RS-15’s 
reclassification as high-den-
sity will apply for future land 
use plan amendments.

Hamblen indicated that 
having the minimum lot size 
average of 10,000 square 
feet for single-family homes, 
which was passed by the 
Mt. Juliet Board of Commis-
sioners on Monday, will help 
the city have larger lot sizes 
being developed.

“In my opinion, RS-15 in a 
5,000-square-foot loft is high 
density,” said Hamblen.

Mt. Juliet 
Planning 

Commission 
OKs zoning 

changes 
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With setbacks delaying con-
struction of a new building at 
the fairgrounds, the Wilson 
County Ag Management Com-
mittee has been forced to 
explore contingency plans for 
next year’s event.

The steel package deliver y 
for construction of the building 
remains several months out, so 
the committee members are 
scrambling for an insurance pol-
icy. They may already have one.

During the committee’s regu-
lar-scheduled meeting on Tues-
day, members delved into the 
problem that has been a recur-
ring topic in discussions.

In the event that construction 
on the building is not completed 

by August, the committee has 
turned its attention to the Turn-
er/Evans Building as an accept-
able alternative. Ag Center 
Director Quintin Smith called 
the Turner/Evans Building the 
“No. 1 back-up,” to house the 

statewide, best-of-county dis-
plays.

Currently, that building is in 
need of repairs. The list provid-
ed to the committee on Tues-
day highlighted issues, includ-
ing drainage at the back of the 

building, inadequate lighting 
and electrical capacity. It would 
also need heating and air condi-
tioning installed, new doors and 
insulation.

Smith commented on Tues-
day that improving that build-
ing even as a short-term solu-
tion for the Made in Tennessee 
Building would have long-term 
benefits to the grounds.

ORIGINS OF 
 MADE IN TENNESSEE

When the Wilson County 
Fair and Tennessee State Fair 
merged to become one entity, 
part of the deal was the con-
struction of a new Made in Ten-
nessee building. The building 
is intended to serve as a show-
case for winners in dozens of 
categories from their respective 
county fairs ... hence the name, 
Made in Tennessee Building.

A ceremonial groundbreaking 
for the new building was held 
during the fair in August. Gov. 
Bill Lee and numerous local 

Ag committee explores back-up plan
Construction of fair 
building hits snag; 
August completion 

date in jeopardy

Submitted

The Turner/Evans Building at the James E. Ward Ag Center may have 
to serve as the Made in Tennessee Building for the 2022 Wilson Coun-
ty Fair-Tennessee State Fair if the latter is not completed in time. Ag 
Center Director Quintin Smith said the construction was held up due 
to a delayed steel package.
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The frightful experience of 
the tornado that hit Mt. Juliet 
in March of 2020 still lingers 
with many who lived through 
it.

When storm systems like 
the one that swept through 
Wilson County on Dec. 11 

occur, those deep cuts have a 
way of reopening.

One Mt. Juliet man is just 
finally putting the finishing 
touches on his house that had 
to be rebuilt after the tornado 
destroyed it 18 months ago. 
He said that when the torna-
do warnings sounded a week 
ago, that gut-wrenching feeling 

returned with as much force as 
the winds outside.

After Joel Meriwether’s 
childhood home and resi-
dence in the Clearview area 
was wrecked, he moved into 
an apartment near Providence.

In the days following the 
damage, Meriwether made 
sure to secure the memor y 
books and photo albums.

“ T h e y  w e r e  m y  f i r s t 
thought,” Meriwether said.

Old wounds heal hard
18 months removed from tornado, 
storm warnings still shake Mt. Juliet

Submitted

Joel Meriwether’s newly constructed Clearview home sits on the site of his 
house that was destroyed during the March 2020 tornado. Meriwether is put-
ting the finishing touches on the home and plans to move in by early 2022.SEE HARD/PAGE A5
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