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With Sunday’s heavy rains felt 
throughout the community, the 
Lebanon City Council is taking 
a closer look at its flood manage-
ment options.

Recently, the council deferred 
action on the Barton’s Creek 
Watershed Flood Risk Manage-
ment Project aimed at reducing 
flooding in and around the pub-
lic square.

Although the square itself 
did not flood over the weekend, 
some members of the council 
saw the event as a sign to move 
forward.

“I don’t know if we should wait 
until 2021,” Ward 6 Councilor 
Jeni Lind Brinkman said. “I think 
it minimizes the importance of 
the square when we say ‘well, 
it’s just the square.’ It’s the cen-
ter of our town, and that’s some-
thing we need to take serious-
ly. And it is a high risk area in 
terms of flooding.”

If approved, that project would 
be a 65/35% split in par tner-
ship with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. Public Works 

Commissioner Jef f Baines has 
estimated the city’s share at 
$750,000 and said it would mit-
igate roughly 6 inches of flood 
damage.

“The square is built on a creek, 
and eventually if you get enough 
water when it comes a flash flood 
there’s nowhere for it to go,” 
Ward 1 Councilor Joey Carmack 
said. “Whatever the Corps can 
do for us to have less (or) mini-
mal flooding would be great. My 
dad’s worked for the city since 
the ‘90s, and I think it’s happened 
twice, three times. He was out in 
the flood this time, and I remem-
ber he would tell me every time it 
would go under.”

Ward 5 Councilor Tick Bryan 
said he wants the council to 
keep residential neighborhoods 
in mind as well, and asked the 
city to consider property own-
ers’ rights in the process.

“I toured my ward during the 
flood, and had some calls of 
course, and people sending me 
photos,” he said. “A lot of these 
ditches, and one in particular 
… it caused a major yard flood 
over about three yards in my 
ward.”

Bryan said that a lack of brush 
pickup and yard maintenance 
can also contribute to flooding, 
citing the amount of brush he 
saw in Ward 5 after the flood.

“Something needs to be writ-
ten down in stone to where we 
can eliminate that kind of thing, 
because that’s what’s causing 
a lot of the flooding in these 
neighborhoods,” he said. “Peo-
ple aren’t cleaning out their 
culverts under the driveways, 
that gets stopped up, you know. 
We’re just going to have to do 
some periodic maintenance one 
way or the other.”

The counci l  a lso passed 
a first reading vote to adopt 
the South Hartmann Gateway 
Overlay after hearing feedback 
from citizens.

Flooding drives city to explore management options
South Hartmann 
Gateway Overlay 

passes first reading
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Children and families will 
need to wait at least a little lon-
ger before they can use the new 
equipment at Watertown’s Three 
Forks Community Park.

COVID-19 guidelines have 
kept the park closed for months, 
even as its playground was reno-
vated over the summer. Workers 
are also expected to put down 
mulch in the near future in antici-
pation of the reopening.

“I would love to open it soon, 
but at this point in time I don’t 
feel comfortable giving a date,” 
Watertown Mayor Mike Jen-
nings said. “I went back and 
looked through the governor’s 
orders, and it says folks using 
the playground equipment are 
supposed to have their tempera-
tures taken and that it needs to 
be regularly cleaned. We don’t 
have the personnel to do that at 
the moment.”

Updating the park was a two-
year project spearheaded by 
Leadership Wilson. The origi-
nal equipment was more than 
30 years old and had become a 
safety concern for the communi-
ty, and its total replacement cost 
was $105,000.

“At the beginning of February, 
we met our goal,” Kaileigh Dunn, 
a member of the Leadership 
Wilson class that worked on the 
project, said. “We got an anony-
mous donation at the end, which 
I believe was about $8,000, that 
pushed us over our goal mark.”

With that donation, Leader-
ship Wilson was able to make 
its February deadline and help 
Watertown secure $20,000 in 
grant funding from the Tennes-
see Department of Health. The 
park was originally scheduled 
to reopen in May, but COVID-
19 interrupted the process.

Watertown remains wary of reopening Three Forks park 
City preparing new equipment for usage 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Three Forks Community Park in Watertown received a slate of new playground equipment this summer and is 
expected to have mulch put down in the coming days, but a reopening date is still uncertain amid COVID-19.
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The Lebanon Special School Dis-
trict plans to return students in grades 
3-6 to a fully in-person class schedule 
on Monday, after phasing in students 
from pre-K to second grade earlier this 
month.

Nearly 500 students will remain in 
the district’s Virtual Academy, while its 
seventh and eighth graders are still on 
a hybrid model. The decision comes as 
LSSD reported no positive COVID-19 
cases among students and two among 
staff over the course of last week.

“There’s no doubt if you have a 
hybrid classroom, which that means 
you have half of your students, that 
it’s much easier to social distance 
in  that  scenario ,”  LSSD Direc-
tor of Schools Scott Benson said 
during Monday’s board meeting. 

“We’ve been asked the question, 
why did star t with our youngest 

students, bringing them back? Well, 
the medical professionals that are 
talking to us are in agreement that 
those are the students that are least 
vulnerable to COVID-19 … those 
are also the students that are most 
vulnerable when it comes to aca-
demics.”

LSSD explains decision to phase in grades 3-6 
Safety measures remain as 
students return full-time 

Circuit Court Judge Michael Collins, 
right, swears in Lebanon Special School 
District board of education member Joel 
Thacker before his term’s first board 
meeting Monday as his daughter Bret-
ton and wife Jo Ellen look on.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat
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Lebanon’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan 
is unlikely to come to a vote until after 
November’s mayoral election.

The Lebanon Regional Planning Com-
mission discussed the item during a pre-
liminary meeting held Tuesday, where 
members sought to defer it until the four-
way race has wrapped up.

“In order for there to be any execution 
or implementation, leadership has to own 
it and be willing to drive it,” vice-chairman 
Mack McCluskey said. “Otherwise it’s a 
coffee table book. It’s a check — we have 
a plan. So I would strongly recommend we 
do nothing until after the election.”

Comprehensive Plan 
unlikely to have vote 

before mayoral election 
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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