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Lebanon Police Chief Mike 
Justice says his department is 
looking to replace its of ficers’ 
body cameras after multiple 
instances of lost footage and 
audio.

Initial costs are estimated at 
$213,000 with a three-year war-
ranty or $163,000 with a one-year 
warranty, along with potential 
costs up to $15,000 in ser ver 
upgrades. The PD could contrib-
ute up to $60,000 toward the pur-
chase from its drug fund.

“We’re experiencing some 
serious difficulties in failures of 
our body cams,” he said during 
the Lebanon City Council’s work 
session on Thursday. “We have 
had a couple of instances late-
ly that we went to review some 
camera footage and we either 

lost sound, or lost picture or lost 
100%.”

Justice said he has been in 
talks with Lebanon Mayor Ber-
nie Ash for about three months 
regarding the purchase. The city 
would need to amend its status 
quo budget adopted in June to 
include any new cameras.

“The current camera situation 
we have now, the of ficer has 

to actually activate the camera 
himself,” he said. “That’s some-
thing they have to remember 
to do every time, they have any 
kind of an encounter … that 
can be kind of tricky in a situa-
tion where something happens 
instantaneously. They may not 
have the time to activate that 

PD seeking new bodycams after losing video 
City officials willing to pay $213K cost estimate 
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WASHINGTON — Once a 
coronavirus vaccine is approved 
as safe and effective, Americans 
should have widespread access 
within a reasonable time, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci assured lawmak-
ers Friday.

Appearing before a House 
panel investigating the nation’s 
response to the pandemic, 
Fauci expressed “cautious” opti-
mism that a vaccine would be 
available, particularly by next 
year.

“I believe, ultimately, over 
a period of time in 2021, that 
Americans will be able to get 
it,” Fauci said, referring to the 
vaccine.

There will be a priority list for 
who gets early vaccinations. “I 
don’t think we will have every-
body getting it immediately,” 
Fauci explained.

But “ultimately, within a rea-
sonable time, the plans allow 
for any American who needs 
the vaccine to get it,” he added.

Under direction from the 
White House, federal health 
authorities are carrying out a 
plan dubbed Operation Warp 
Speed to manufacture 300 mil-
lion doses of a vaccine on a 
compressed timeline.

Fauci, the nation’s top infec-
tious disease of ficial, said a 
quar ter-million people have 
expressed interest in taking 
part in studies of experimental 
vaccines for the coronavirus.

He said that 250,000 people 
have registered on a govern-
ment website to take part in 
vaccine trials, which are pivot-
al for establishing safety and 
effectiveness. Not all patients 
who volunteer to take part in 
clinical trials are eligible to par-
ticipate.

Fauci was joined by Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion head Dr. Robert Redfield 
and Health and Human Ser-
vices testing czar Adm. Brett 
Giroir.

Giroir acknowledged that 
currently it’s not possible for 
the U.S. to return all coronavi-
rus test results to patients in 
two to three days. He blamed 
overwhelming demand across 
the nation.

Fauci 
optimistic 

vaccine will 
be widely 
available

Officials acknowledge 
delays in testing
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As the countr y grapples with the 
COVID-19 pandemic and social division, 
Lebanon looks to send “Messages of 
Hope” with the latest mural in the Paint 
WilCo series.

Located at the Wilson County Clerk’s 
office, the mural is meant to uplift the com-
munity at a time when many are facing 
challenges in their lives and careers.

“This one is special, and that’s kind of 
the beauty of what we’re doing here in Wil-
son County,” Wilson County Director of 
Tourism Jason Johnson said. “Every mural 
has something really special and can touch 
you in certain ways … this mural is not 
only special in the message that it’s con-

veying, but it’s special in that our Wilson 
County Murals Committee had such a 
strong hand in this.”

Wilson County Murals Committee 
members Deanna Purcell and Scott Har-
ris designed and painted the piece, while 
Keller Williams sponsored it. “Messages 
of Hope” is the latest step in the commit-
tee’s goal to create 10 murals across the 
county by the end of 2020.

“Scott brought this idea to the Murals 

Committee just a way of inspiring our com-
munity,” Purcell said. “I am hopeful that is 
what it does, and I am thankful for that and 
glad that we were able to bring it to fruition. 
Even as we worked on this mural, the spirit 
of this community was just shining through.”

Pastor Mike Rutland of Pickett-Rucker 
United Methodist Church also delivered a 
brief message during the mural’s unveiling 
on Wednesday, sharing his own takeaways 
from the artwork.

“Hope is extremely necessary in a time 
such as this,” he said. “And truthfully, we 
don’t tap into our hope until our hope is 
put in danger. Faith is the substance of 
hope. I hope that my child, what’s greatest 
to my heart, succeeds, but I have to have 
faith when I can’t see it.”

Wilson County sends ‘Messages of Hope’

Mural aims to inspire community amid coronavirus pandemic 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Community members gather at the Wilson County Clerk’s office on Wednesday for the latest Paint WilCo mural unveiling, which Deanna 
Purcell and Scott Harris created and titled “Messages of Hope.”
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P O R T L A N D ,  M a i n e  — 
Families tr ying to squeeze 
in a summer vacation before 
school starts better do some 
homework  on  COVID-19 
restrictions before loading up 
the minivan.

The web of state and local 
quarantines is growing more 
tangled by the day:  New 

York, New Jersey and Con-
necticut have ordered vis-
i tors from a whopping 34 
states to quarantine for 14 
days. Chicago and Washing-
ton, D.C., have each singled 
out travelers from about two 
dozen states. Other states 
have their own lists. Some 
have an option for visitors to 
get tested instead.

“Complicated doesn’t begin 

to describe it. I feel sorry for 
people. They just want to go 
to Cape Cod. They want to go 
to Vermont. I don’t know what 
to tell them. People are pret-
ty much left on their own to 
figure out,” said Kathy Kut-
rubes, owner of a travel agen-
cy in Boston.

The restrict ions — and 
maybe the confusion, too — 
are contributing to a sharp 
drop in travel, dealing a blow 
to a key industry.

Before the outbreak, Amer-

icans were expected to take 
2.3 billion domestic trips this 
year, according to the U.S. 
Travel Association. But that’s 
expected to drop about 30% 
to 1.6 billion, the lowest level 
since 1991. Normally nearly a 
third of domestic travel hap-
pens in the summer.

Abroad, a drop-of f in tour-
ism from U.S. visitors and 
restrictions on crossing bor-
ders have also led many trav-
el-related businesses to won-
der if they will survive.

Quarantines are crimping some U.S. travelers
States, cities have differing requirements
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Located at the Wilson County  
Clerk’s office, the mural is meant  
to uplift the community at a time 
when many are facing challenges  
in their lives and careers.
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