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After months of speculation, 
the Wilson County Assessor of 
Property’s office has confirmed 
retail and tech giant Amazon is 
the company that has purchased 
the two tracts of land located at 
the corner of Golden Bear Gate-
way and East Division Street in 
Mt. Juliet. One parcel sold for 
$1,173,600 with the other selling 
for $3,793,860.

The property, which has been 
approved for a 3.6 million square 
foot building, has been known as 
“Project Sam.” The scale of the 
project prompted talk that it would 
be a Amazon fulfillment center, 
but until the property purchase 
became public, it was not certain.

The company is expected to 
bring 1,000 jobs, and Mt. Juliet 
Commissioner Ray Justice said 
Wednesday that the facility is 
expected to open in spring 2021. 
There is no word on when Ama-
zon will begin hiring for the posi-
tions, which will be white collar 
as well as blue collar, according to 
Justice.

Amazon Public Relations Man-
ager, Operations Owen Torres 
said in an email Wednesday that 
“Amazon is a dynamic business 
and is constantly exploring new 
locations and weighing a variety 
of factors when deciding where to 
develop future sites.

“To best serve customers, we 
have a policy of not commenting 
on our future roadmap,” said Tor-
res “This land purchase in Wilson 
County provides us with the flex-
ibility to quickly respond to our 
future network needs.”

While the Mt. Juliet Board of 
Commissioners agreed to allow 
Amazon to build their facility the 
way they wanted, it did not come 
without questions from some of 
the board members as well as 
residents of the city. One topic of 
debate was the height of the facil-
ity. Resident Stuart Resor said he 
did not agree with letting Amazon 
build their new facility at 92 feet.

“The height limit did not seem 
to be a problem to anyone except 
myself and the mayor, Ed Hagerty. 
Every city, including Mt. Juliet, 
has zoning laws for industrial 
buildings,” said Resor. “The issue 
is not so much safety as it is bulk 
and mass. Agreeing to let them do 
it at 92 feet is a decision we’re OK  
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The Lebanon City Council 
discussed adding security mea-
sures to the recently opened 
park on South Hartmann drive 
after it was vandalized with 

spray paint earlier this week.
Officials from the city’s Recre-

ation Department discovered the 
graffiti on Monday and worked 
with Serv Pro of Lebanon to 
clean the park on Tuesday 
afternoon. The Lebanon Police 

Department has not released 
any information regarding its 
investigation as of Wednesday.

“Serv Pro offered to clean 
it for absolutely nothing as a 
donation to the city,” Lebanon 
Mayor Bernie Ash said, noting 
that the initial cost estimate was 
$900. “Something bad happens, 
something good happens, and 
so we’re grateful to them.”

City Councilman Joey Car-
mack asked about installing a 

monitoring system similar to 
Don Fox Park’s, with a call box 
and camera.

“We’ve kind of all kicked it 
around since the inception of 
the park,” Lebanon Police Chief 
Mike Justice said. “We’re try-
ing to get a hard number, but ... 
there are some variances. Once 
(we) get a hard figure we can 
come to you and ask if that’s  
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Police department exploring 
costs for camera equipment

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
on the House Judiciary Commit-
tee wanted their first impeach-

ment hearing Wednesday to carry 
the weight of history, replete with 
references to the nation’s Found-
ing Fathers and a panel of august 
constitutional scholars to analyze 
President Donald Trump’s actions.

Republicans did their best 
to turn it into a partisan brawl 
instead.

In the opening hour of the 
hearing, Democrats and witness-
es struggled to speak without 
interruption as Republicans called 

for adjourning the proceedings, 
holding a hearing of their own, 
and otherwise objected to a pro-
cess they derided as a “sham” and 
“a simple railroad job.”

Rep. Doug Collins, R-Ga., 
said Trump’s opponents on the 
committee were motivated by “a 
deep-seated hatred of a man who 
came to the White House and did 
what he said he was going to do.”

The raucous start was expect-
ed as the impeachment process 

enters a new phase that poses 
clear dangers to Trump’s legacy, 
if not his presidency.

Democrats on the House 
Intelligence Committee issued a 
report on Tuesday that the Judi-
ciary Committee was expected 
to rely on to draft ar ticles of 
impeachment. If approved by the 
full House, the Republican-led 
Senate would then hold a trial, 
and at that point, Trump appears 
all but certain to win acquittal.

The report found “overwhelm-
ing” evidence of Trump’s miscon-
duct in pushing Ukraine’s presi-
dent to announce investigations 
that would benefit Trump’s reelec-
tion bid and then for trying to 
obstruct the impeachment inquiry.

“Never before in the history of 
the republic have we been forced 
to consider the conduct of a presi-
dent who appears to have solicited  
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Republicans 
repeatedly protest 

‘sham’ hearing

Decorating the Christmas tree is an 
important tradition for many families this 
season, and those looking to take an extra 
step can visit one of Wilson County’s tree 
farms and chop down their own.

Lebanon and Watertown are both home 
to acres of homegrown Christmas trees, and 
more than 1,000 of them are sold per year. 
Co-owners from both farms shared their sto-
ries with the Lebanon Democrat.

RHONDA & CHRIS’ TREELAND
Chris and Rhonda Leauber’s 90-acre piece 

of Watertown comes to life after Thanksgiv-
ing, with an estimated 300-400 Christmas 
trees sold per year.

Children and dogs can be spotted playing 
together in the creek, while families pick out 
their favorite tree to cut down and sip hot 
chocolate. The scene is a familiar one for the 
Leaubers after 17 years in the business.

“We planted our first tree in 1997,” 
Rhonda Leauber said, noting that they take 
around five years to grow. “I had just started 
dating my husband, and he didn’t know what 
he was doing with the tree farming. He was 
trying to put them in without pre-plowing, I 
was out there trying to help him and it was a 
mess. I haven’t gotten out in the field since.”

From there, the two settled into a groove,  
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Rhonda & Chris’ Tree-
land allows families to 
purchase and cut their 

own Christmas trees 
throughout December, 

and is operated by a 
core group of family 

members along with 
students from Water-

town High School. From 
left are Faith Pulley, 

Inky the cat, Rhonda 
Leauber, Rae Green and 

Nicholas the dog.
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For many, the search 
for the right one is  
a family tradition

WHERE TO FIND CHRISTMAS 
TREES IN WILSON COUNTY

Circle S Farms – 1627 Old 
Laguardo Road, Lebanon

• Hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays, 
noon to 5 p.m. Sundays until 
customers stop coming.

• Trees $10 per foot, White Pine, 
Scotch Pine, Virginia Pine and Murray 
Cyprus available.

Rhonda & Chris’ TreeLand – 2054 
Beech Log Road, Watertown

• Hours 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekends 
through Dec. 15, self-service on 
weekdays until Dec. 25 (call ahead at 
615-237-9304).

• Trees between $40 and $70 based 
on measurement, Virginia Pine and 
White Pine available.

Ground being cleared 
for new facility
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