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Two teens wanted in connec-
tion for crimes in Davidson Coun-
ty were apprehended by local law 
enforcement on Saturday. Had 
they not wrecked their vehicle, 
the whole incident might never 
have come to light.

According to the Mt. Juliet 
Police Department’s public infor-
mation officer, Capt. Tyler Chan-
dler, a single-vehicle wreck involv-
ing a Ford Explorer occurred 
near mile marker No. 224 on 
Interstate 40 at approximately 
10:30 a.m.

“We received a call from a pass-
erby about the crash,” Chandler 
said. “There was no pursuit (that 
led to a wreck).”

When the first of ficer that 
responded to the scene processed 

the vehicle’s tag information, it 
came back as stolen out of Nash-
ville. Reports indicated that the 
owner left the keys inside the car.

Two suspects reportedly ran 
from the scene, prompting MJPD 
and personnel from the Wilson 
County Sheriff’s Office to estab-
lish a containment zone in the 
general vicinity of the wreck. Ulti-
mately, the two teens were caught 
on a parcel of agricultural land 
near Carver Lane.

The names of the two teens, 
who were apprehended, have not 
been released. However, MJPD 
has identified them as “two 
16-year-old males, listed as armed 
and dangerous, and missing from 
Nashville.”

One teen was allegedly armed 
with a stolen handgun from Nash-
ville, and the other teen carried a 

wanted designation from Franklin 
County.

GET-AWAY THWARTED?
A possible get-away vehicle and 

accomplice was detected by Mt. 
Juliet’s Guardian Shield license-
plate-reader system.

According to Chandler, a Jeep 
Liberty that had been reported 
stolen from Nashville, “entered 
the search area.”

Officers pursued the vehicle 
out of the city, but Chandler indi-
cated that the pursuit was discon-
tinued due to speed.

Although the vehicle was never 
stopped, nor the driver appre-
hended, Chandler said that they 
felt comfortable in the assertion 
that it had arrived to potentially 
pick up the two teens that were 
caught.

“It showed up right to the 
search area, which was an isolat-

ed, uncommon location,” Chan-
dler said.

2 wanted teens apprehended in Mt. Juliet

Submitted

On Saturday, members of Mt. Juliet Police Department and Wilson 
County Sheriff’s Office tracked two teenagers, who had reportedly 
wrecked a stolen car and fled on foot in the area of John Hagar Road 
and Central Pike.
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Wilson County Mayor Ran-
dall Hutto is running for reelec-
tion.

Early primar y voting has 
been going on for almost two 

weeks, with pri-
mary day sched-
uled for May 3.

If elected, it 
will be Hutto’s 
four th term as 
the lead coun-
ty  execut ive . 
He’s  banking 
his experience 
and resume in 
that capacity as 

mayor to secure votes at the 
ballot box.

As a  for mer educat ion 
administrator, Hutto indicated 
how much that he prioritizes 
education to achieve his mis-
sion for the county to have it 
rank among Tennessee’s best.

“Education is the No. 1 rea-
son people move here now,” 
Hutto said. “I don’t know that 
we were ever down in educa-
tion, but we didn’t publicize the 
great jewel that we had.

“I always heard that William-
son County had great educa-
tion and that’s why everybody 
moved there, but I would com-
pare our test results with theirs 
any day. I really felt like the 
problem was that we were not 
telling our story.”

Getting students into perma-
nent brick-and-mortar class-
rooms was a goal Hutto had 
coming in.

“Up until 2020, when the 
tornado came, we had gotten 
completely out of the portable 
business,” Hutto said.

The mayor laments that 

students are still in portables 
today but remains optimistic 
that by working with the Wil-
son County Commission and 
the Wilson County Schools 
Board of Education that new 
schools will get built to address 
the latest capacity needs.

EMPLOYEE RELATIONS
During the past year, wage 

inequities with sur round-
ing county departments have 
been highlighted by personnel 
within the county’s emergen-
cy management department. 
Hutto mentioned that the coun-
ty has pushed to get wages to 
a competitive place as recently 
as 2019, but he acknowledged 

that more is needed to secure 
staffing for the public service.

“We think if we can get to 
100% of market rate, our ben-
efits are better than anybody 
we are compared to, so the 
hires will start coming to us,” 
Hutto said. “Insurance is a pos-
itive for us. Employees don’t 
pay anything for that, and our 
family insurance is really good. 
We also have a clinic where we 
provide for our employees.”

Throughout Hutto’s adminis-
tration, Wilson County Emer-
gency Management Agency’s 
footprint has grown to include 
stations in Norene and States-
ville, while expanding services 
at existing stations as well. He 

stressed increasing wages to 
a competitive mark to ensure 
that those stations remain 
manned and effective for when 
emergencies strike.

COMMUNITY-BASED 
GROUPS

Hutto’s administration has 
overseen the creation of mul-
tiple organizations aimed to 
improve the quality of life for 
residents of Wilson County. He 
said that he is proud of such 
organizations as DrugFree 
WilCo, Wilson Works and Wil-
son Rides that have formed to 
serve the community.

Hutto seeks fourth term as mayor

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Mayor Randall Hutto (seated, third from the right) discusses a proposed school site in 
the Highway 109 area with a concerned citizen during a county education committee meeting earlier 
this year.

Randall 
Hutto
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The Lebanon Democrat is in the 

process of running question-and-

answer profiles of the Wilson County 

educators who have 

been selected as the 

teacher of the year 

in their respective 

schools.

Those individuals, 

from both the 

Wilson County 

School System and 

the Lebanon Special 

School District, are 

in contention for the Wilson County 

Teacher of the Year Award, which will 

be announced later this spring.

We continue the series of profiles 

with a glance at Tammy Pardue, a 

first-grade teacher at Mt. Juliet’s 

Springdale Elementary School …

Name: Tammy Pardue
School: Springdale 

Elemnetary
Age: 53
Grade: First grade
How long have you been in 

education? 18 years
How many years have 

you taught at your current 
school? Five years (since it 
opened). This is my second 
time to receive teacher of the 
year in Wilson County, and I am 
humbled and honored.

What other schools have 
you taught at prior to your 
current school? Sam Houston 
Elementary and Stoner Creek 
Elementary

What is something unique 
about you — whether 
it’s a hobby, skill or past 
accomplishment — that most 
people likely wouldn’t be 
aware of? I love visiting our 
national parks. I have made a 

Never, 
never 

give up
Springdale first-grade 

teacher focuses on 
giving students what 
they need to succeed

Tammy 
Pardue
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Following up on a call about 
an individual’s well-being, Leb-
anon police officers discovered 
a man deceased inside a van in 
the Walmart parking lot over 
the weekend.

The individual’s name has 
not been released, but he was 
identified as a 34-year-old from 
Wilson County, an individual 

who still has family in the area.
According to Lebanon Police 

Department’s public informa-
tion officer, Lt. P.J. Hardy, at 
approximately 5:17 p.m. on Sat-
urday, the LPD received a call 
from someone familiar with the 
individual found inside the van.

“The initial caller said they 
were wor ried about (the 
deceased), because they could 
not get them to respond,” 

Hardy said.
When responding of ficers 

found the 2001 gold Honda 
Odyssey in the parking lot, the 
windows were rolled up, and 
the engine was not running.

“They had to break the win-
dow to get in,” Hardy said. 
“Once in, they realized it was 
a deceased person, so they had 
to call investigators out.”

Hardy indicated that there 
were no signs of foul play.

“Whatever the issue was, it 
is not for us to say until the 

medical examiner returns with 
a complete picture,” Hardy 
said.

The investigation thus far 
has led police to believe the 
deceased was living out of the 
van.

“The family was familiar 
with his whereabouts,” Hardy 
said. “They had just provided 
him with something, material, 
money or whatever, in the last 
couple of weeks.”

The investigation remains 
ongoing.

Body discovered in Walmart parking lot
Police: No foul play suspected
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