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Traf fic on South Har tmann 
Drive can already be a hassle at 
certain times of the day, but if a 
new property on Hickory Ridge 
Road is approved, city of ficials 
warned that it could become even 
more congested.

During a work session at Leba-
non City Hall on Thursday evening, 
members of the Lebanon City Coun-
cil discussed the implications of 

adding a 460-unit development to a 
46-acre plot Lebanon High School.

Next week, the city councilors 
will vote on an amendment to Leb-
anon’s zoning map, changing the 
property at 1664 and 1668 Hickory 

Ridge Road from rural residential, 
medium-density and commercial 
zoning to a specific plan that per-
mits greater density, paving the 
way for that development.

Lebanon to consider multiple rezones 
Traffic concerns raised over project near Lebanon High

Traffic on South Hartmann Drive frequently becomes congested, especially 
when students from Lebanon High School are arriving or dismissing. On 

Tuesday, the Lebanon City Council will consider rezoning 46 acres on neigh-
boring Hickory Ridge Road for a development featuring more than 460 units.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat
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Due to construction by the R. J. Cor-
man Railroad Group on the stretch 
of track that crosses over Cairo Bend 
Road, the street will be closed to thru 
traffic all weekend.

The project will replace the railroad 
crossing near Highway 70, where a 
traffic signal was recently installed.

According to a release from Lebanon 
transportation and traffic engineer Kris-
ten Rice, the roadway will be “reopened 
as soon as the installation is completed.”

The release indicated that the work 
would take place until 6 a.m. on June 6.

“There will continue to be lane clo-
sures for paving,” Rice said in the 
release.

A detour will be in place during the 
road closure. Motorists will be rerouted 
to State Route 109 and Academy Road.

Motorists are instructed to use cau-
tion when traveling in the area.

Cairo Bend 

Road closed 

to thru traffic 

all weekend
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Implementing a new pay plan for 
county employees is expected to cost 
approximately $6.6 million.

Based on the financial surplus 
accrued over the past year, the county 
still needs to come up with approxi-
mately $2.5 million, and it needs to be 
in recurring dollars.

During a Wilson County Budget 
Committee meeting on Tuesday, Wil-
son County Finance Director Aaron 
Maynard plotted a few possible paths 
to get there. Those options included 

Wilson 
County 

crunches 
pay-plan 
numbers

Budget committee 
approves measure 

 through funding transfers
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W
hen the Special 
Olympics USA 
Games kick off 

in Orlando, Florida, on 
Sunday, there will be a 
contingent representing 
Wilson County that joins 
the other 150 athletes from 
Tennessee.

Earlier today, the group 
from Wilson County departed 
Smyrna Airport in chartered, 
private jets that are bound for 
the Sunshine State, where 
they will square off against 
thousands of other athletes 
from around the country.

The athletes will compete 
in flag football, swimming, 
bocce ball and bowling.

To train for the flag football 
competition, the team has 
been practicing at College 
Hills Church as it seeks to 
cement its strategy at the 
national games.

“We’ve been practicing for 
almost two years,” said Fra-
zier Frans, the flag football 
team’s center and rusher. 
“We haven’t really seen any-

thing on the other teams that 
are out there. We have our 
game plan. Basically, we tried 
to figure out our strengths 
and weaknesses and put it all 
together.”

At this point, the only thing 
standing between the athletes 
and the field is anticipation.

“I am ready to get out 
there,” Frans said.

The games provide a 
chance for the athletes to 

meet other competitors from 
different parts of the country.

“I am excited about meet-
ing other athletes that are 
going to be there,” Frans said 
of the national competition.

Other athletes who Frans 
has faced have only been 
from Tennessee, so he is real-
ly looking forward to meeting 
athletes from places he’s 
never been to.

Along with Frans, seven 

other athletes from Wilson 
County will compete on the 
flag football team. There will 
also be some locals participat-
ing in the swimming, bocce 
ball and bowling competitions.

Laura Beth Atwood will hit 
the pool. Emily Burkett will 
be on the bocce ball court. 
Meanwhile, Lydia Firlotte will 
be knocking down pins at the 
bowling alley.

Special Olympians head to nationals
County sends 

athletes in bocce, 
bowling, swimming, 

flag football

Photos by Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Members of the flag football team from Wilson County huddle up during a recent practice session at the College Hills Church of 
Christ. The athletes are preparing for the upcoming Special Olympics USA Games, which start in Orlando, Florida, on Sunday.

The Wilson County Special Olympics flag football team is ready to give the field of competition a 
run for its money at the USA Games in Orlando this week.
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