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The Lebanon Planning Commission 
approved a site plan Tuesday that would 
see the city’s Kroger location expanded to 

roughly 100,000 square feet, a move offi-
cials hope will boost the local economy.

“If all goes as planned we hope to begin 
construction by the end of the year for an 
early 2021 completion,” Kroger’s Nash-
ville Division Corporate Communications 
Manager Melissa Eads said in an email. 
“We also plan to expand the fuel center 
at this location. The project should create 
around 30 new jobs.”

Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash estimated 

Planning commission OKs Kroger expansion 
Project could bring 

30 new jobs, boosted 
tax revenue in 2021 

Submitted

The Kroger location on 1418 W. Main St. may expand by more than 42,000 feet after the 
Lebanon Planning Commission approved a site plan Tuesday.

Former Memphis Mayor AC 
Whar ton will be the keynote 
speaker at the Second Annual 

Juneteenth Cele-
bration hosted by 
the Wilson Coun-
ty Black History 
Committee in sup-
port of the histor-
ic Pickett Chapel 
ongoing resto-
ration project.

The $25 per 
plate dinner event 

is to be held in Cumberland Uni-
versity’s Baird Chapel on Friday, 
June 19.

Organizers of the dinner note 
that, because of restrictions 
imposed as a result of COVID-
19, seating capacity is limited 
to less than 100 persons. Those 
wishing to attend are asked to 
call Mary Harris at 615-444-9487 
for reservations or acquire tick-
ets from members of the Black 
History Committee prior to the 
event. For more information con-
tact Harris or visit pickettchapel.
org. Wilson Bank and Trust is 
the title sponsor for the dinner.

Whar ton,  who was bor n 
in Lebanon, has had a distin-
guished career in the legal pro-
fession serving as an educator 
and public servant. He earned 
an undergraduate degree from 
Tennessee State University in 
1966 and a law degree from 
the University of Mississippi in 
1971, and was a member of the 
law school’s faculty for some 25 
years.

His career in public service 
began in Washington, D.C. at the 
Office of General Council of the 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission and then for a year 
at the Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law, where 
he headed the Public Employ-
ment Project.

After his stint in Washington, 
Whar ton moved to Memphis 
where he was appointed Shel-
by County’s Public Defender; 
was elected twice Shelby Coun-
ty Mayor; and served one term 
as Memphis City Mayor. Mayor 
Whar ton, who ser ves on the 
Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission, was recently elect-
ed Trustee Emeritus at Cumber-
land University.

Dinner to 
raise funds 
for Pickett 

Chapel 
restoration

Tickets are limited 
because of pandemic

AC Wharton

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Children across Lebanon 
have been forced to stay home 
from school since March, but 
the Lebanon Special School 
District set out to make sure 
none of them stayed hungry.

TEAM NEON, a  group 
named after the school dis-
trict’s distinctive summer feed-
ing buses, headed up the effort 
by serving more than 26,000 
meals from March 16 through 
the end of April. The team was 
honored with a recognition 
ceremony on Wednesday for 
working on the front lines of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“When the tornado hit in 
March, my supervisor called 
the next day and said, ‘we’d like 
to start feeding the community, 
can you get your girls,’ ” Castle 
Heights Elementary Cafeteria 
Manager Pam McPeak said. 
“We did that for about six days 
and the community star ted 
getting back on its feet, and we 
thought we were fixing to go 
back to school.”

However, the virus threw 
a wrench in those plans, and 
TEAM NEON continues to 
hold free food distributions 
and van deliveries to help 
families feed children 18 or 
younger. Parent pick-ups are 
held Mondays and Thursdays 
from 10:30-11:15 a.m. at Byars 
Dowdy Elementary and 10:30-
11:30 a.m. at Castle Heights 
Elementary, and there are no 
zoning requirements to receive 
a meal.

“They were coming because 
the kids wanted that food, they 
wanted to see us, they wanted 
to see their schools,” McPeak 
said. “That’s what was really 

exciting, to see the kids and for 
them to see us.”

Children are also receiving 
their meals at home thanks 
to TEAM NEON’s van deliv-
eries. Each vehicle can serve 
an estimated 100 meals per 
trip, and school resource offi-
cers pitched in to make those 
rounds.

“I started out driving vans 
and helping load them with 
sack lunches so we could go 
door-to-door and hand them to 
the kids,” Winfree Bryant SRO 
Michael Randolph said. “When 
we couldn’t go out anymore, 
we’d give out food from the caf-
eteria loading dock Mondays 
and Thursdays.”

Randolph and Byars Dowdy 
SRO Glenn Johnson were also 
honored at the event for the 

BY ELIZABETH DWOSKIN
WASHINGTON POST

President Trump took to 
Twitter early Wednesday to 
rail against social media com-
panies, escalating a battle with 
Twitter over using a fact-check 
label on his tweets for the first 
time this week.

“Republicans feel that Social 
Media Platforms totally silence 
conservatives voices,” Trump 

tweeted. “We will strongly 
regulate, or close them down, 
before we can ever allow this 
to happen. We saw what they 
attempted to do, and failed, 
in 2016. We can’t let a more 
sophisticated version of that .... 
happen again.”

He threatened in a later 
tweet regarding Twitter that 
there was “Big action to fol-
low!”

The president’s response 
came after Twitter on Tuesday 
slapped a fact-check label on 
Trump’s tweets for the first 
time, a response to long-stand-

ing criticism that the company 
is too hands-off when it comes 
to policing misinformation and 
falsehoods from world leaders.

The move, which escalates 
tensions between Washington 
and Silicon Valley in an elec-
tion year, was in response to 
two Trump tweets over the 
past 24 hours. The tweets false-
ly claimed mail-in ballots are 
fraudulent. Twitter’s label says, 
“Get the facts about mail-in 
ballots,” and redirects users to 
news articles about Trump’s 
unsubstantiated claim.

The tweets, said Twitter 

spokeswoman Katie Rosbor-
ough, “contain potentially mis-
leading information about vot-
ing processes and have been 
labeled to provide additional 
context around mail-in ballots.”

The label directs users to 
ar ticles by CNN, The Wash-
ington Post and the Hill, along 
with selections from the arti-
cles and a page summarizing 
the findings of fact-checkers.

Twitter’s actions come as 
Silicon Valley companies are 
trying to show how they are 

Trump threatens to regulate social media companies
President’s tweets 

get fact-check label

LSSD lights the way through COVID-19
TEAM NEON 

honored for 
serving 26,000 

meals in a month 

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

TEAM NEON member Christine Johnson receives a certificate of appreciation from Lebanon Mayor Ber-
nie Ash on Wednesday for the group’s work in feeding children while schools are closed.

Wilson 
County 
Mayor  
Randall 
Hutto speaks 
during a  
ceremony 
honoring 
TEAM NEON 
at Castle 
Heights  
Elementary 
School on 
Wednesday.
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