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Between grappling with the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its 
impact on educational growth, 
many administrators and teach-
ers alike have been trying not to 
fall too far behind.

Multiple schools in the Leb-
anon Special School District 
weathered that storm and 
have been recognized for their 
achievement by the Tennessee 
Department of Education.

Sam Houston Elementar y 
School earned reward status fol-
lowing its performance on a year-
over-year accountability scale.

Reward status is the top dis-

tinction a school can earn in 
Tennessee and is based 
on performance of all stu-
dents on each indicator, 
as well as performance of 
historically-underserved 
student groups across 
all eligible accountability 
indicators. A school must 
have an overall per for-
mance rating of 3.1 out of 
4 to qualify. Sam Houston 
scored a 3.6

Beth Allison, the prin-
cipal at Sam Houston 
Elementary, credited her 
teaching staf f and stu-
dents for hard work that 
helped achieve the dis-
tinction.

Scoring breaks down 
student populations into sub-
groups, such as race, economics 

and individual education plans 
(IEPs) for students with 
learning disabilities that 
need accommodations.

“It drilled down into 
all that to see where the 
subgroups fall and how 
much we grow each 
group of students,” Alli-
son said.

The principal indicated 
that it has not been easy.

“The past couple of 
years with COVID, we 
have seen a huge learn-
ing loss with kids,” Alli-
son said. “All schools are 
dealing with that and try-
ing to get students back 
on track to where they 
need to be.”

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION
2  LSSD schools earn 
top scores from state
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Mrs. Smith leads her third grade class through a math lesson at Sam 
Houston Elementary on Thursday.

Beth Allison

Becky Siever
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Growing up anywhere comes 
with challenges, even if one is 
raised in a safe neighborhood sur-
rounded by schoolhouse friends.

Still, when you’re taken into 
captivity by enemy soldiers at 
the age of 4, those challenges 
take on a whole new meaning.

Bill Leslie has lived in Leb-
anon since 1976, but he spent 
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When ser vice members go 
missing, it leaves their families 
with a mixed bag of grief and 
hope.

More than 50 years after his 
father went missing in Vietnam, 

a Lebanon man is optimistic that 
investigators have found clues 
that might confirm his father’s 
whereabouts.

Members of the Wilson County 
military community converged at 
the veterans museum on Friday, 
which was National Prisoner of 
War (POW) and Missing in Action 
(MIA) Remembrance Day.

Among them was Bill Burkart, 
who was just 9 years old on June 
13, 1966, when his father, Col. 
Charles W. Burkart, Jr., a United 

States Air Force pilot, went miss-
ing.

Burkart shared his story and 
his latest glimmer of hope that his 
father might one day be found.

“We have located his crash site 
and hope to begin an excavation 
of the site next year,” Burkart 
said.

Although he was only nine 
years old, Burkar t still vividly 
remembers the day he learned of 

A GLIMMER OF HOPE
Son of MIA airman 

optimistic that crash site 
bears fruit of his father
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Bill Burkart (third from right) salutes the flag during National Prisoner of War (POW) and Missing in Action (MIA) 
Remembrance Day.

Not a typical summer camp experience
Lebanon’s Leslie 
remembers years 
as WWII prisoner Wilson County 

Veterans Service 
Office Executive 
Director ZaBrina 
Seay (at left) 
watches as Bill 
Leslie raises a pris-
oner of war (POW) 
and missing in 
action (MIA) flag 
during a ceremo-
ny on Friday at the 
Wilson County 
Veterans Plaza.

Chandler Inions/
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The Mt. Juliet Planning 
Commiss ion  amended 
Tomlinson Pointe, a sub-
division on Curd Road, 
during its meeting on 
Thursday.

The planning commis-
sion forwarded a positive 
recommendation on this 
amendment to the Mt. 
Juliet Board of Commis-
sioners.

The planning commis-
sion amended it to have all 
facades contain no more 
than 10% fiber cement sid-
ing on all 218 houses at 
Tomlinson Pointe. They 
also required 50% of the 
homes to have 100% brick 
and/or stone and 50% of 
the houses to have 10-50% 
brick and/or stone.

The commission also 
r e q u i r e d  T o m l i n s o n 
Pointe to not have a two-
house plan and for the ele-
vation be sited and built 
either next to or across 
the street from one anoth-
er.

They also required this 
subdivision to include 
high-visibility lots with 
100% brick and/or stone.

Last year, the planning 
commission approved a 
final master development 
plan for Tomlinson Pointe, 
located south of Lebanon 
Road, between Curd Road 
and Beckwith Road.

Toll Southeast LP Com-
pany, Inc. — a Pennsylva-
nia-based home building 
company and Tomlinson 
Pointe’s developer — felt 
that the new conditions 
would provide more variety 
to the elevations and street-
scape for this development.

Mt .  Ju l i e t  P l ann ing 
Director Jennifer Ham-
blen said that she got to 
see some of Toll’s devel-
opments in Atlanta and 
was impressed with the 
houses that they devel-
oped there.

Hamblen said that they 
were interested in develop-
ing a subdivision in a way 
that is similar to Jackson 
Hills, which is located near 
Golden Bear Gateway.

Mt .  Ju l i e t  P l ann ing 

Commission Chairman 
Luke Winchester feels 
that having some of Tom-
l inson Pointe ’s  homes 
built out of 10% brick is 
a bad idea, because it 
imposes an undue burden 
with Mt. Juliet’s Building 
and Codes Department.

Commission member 
David Rast also worried 
that if some houses get 
built with only 10% brick, 
the planning commission 
is going to get the same 
r equest  to  bu i ld  new 
homes this way.

Winchester told Michael 
Burton, Toll’s vice presi-
dent of land development, 
that he would rather see 
some of these houses built 
with 50% brick.

Bur ton said that while 
it is better for some of 
the homes to have 50% 
brick, it costs a bit more 
than what they envisioned 
based on what they saw 
with Jackson Hills.  He 
added that Toll has not 
looked at 50% brick as an 
architectural option for 
some of the development’s 
lots and that they would 
have to look at  other 
architectural options for 
these houses.

Winchester said that 
Toll can manipulate the 
architecture on some of 
those houses as long as 
they are not built out of 
10% brick.

Burton felt that building 
the houses with 25% brick 
is an achievable amount 
for its architecture and 
that 10% of Tomlinson 
Pointe’s homes will be 
built that way.

Commission member 
Scott Hefner said that while 
he was not fond of having 
10% brick on some of the 
homes, he would be eager 
to discuss with the develop-
ers over the homes’ archi-
tecture before the city com-
mission’s next meeting in 
two weeks.

Winchester also said 
that the city commission 
can voice its concer ns 
over the houses’ architec-
ture in Tomlinson Pointe 
once i t  goes over the 
amendment.

Mt. Juliet Planning 
Commission discusses 

Tomlinson Pointe
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