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BY ERIC TUCKER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Biden 
administration and Western allies 
formally blamed China on Monday 
for a massive hack of Microsoft 
Exchange email server software and 
asserted that criminal hackers asso-
ciated with the Chinese government 
have carried out ransomware and 
other illicit cyber operations.

The announcements, though not 
accompanied by sanctions against 
the Chinese government, were 
intended as a forceful condemnation 
of activities a senior Biden adminis-
tration official described as part of 
a “pattern of irresponsible behav-
ior in cyberspace.” They highlight-
ed the ongoing threat from Chinese 
hackers even as the administration 
remains consumed with trying to 
curb ransomware attacks from Rus-
sia-based syndicates that have target-
ed critical infrastructure.

The broad range of cyberthreats 
from Beijing disclosed on Monday 
included a ransomware attack from 
government-af filiated hackers that 
has targeted victims — including in 
the U.S. — with demands for mil-
lions of dollars. U.S of ficials also 
alleged that criminal contract hack-
ers associated with China’s Ministry 
of State Security have engaged in 
cyber extortion schemes and theft 
for their own profit.

Meanwhile, the Justice Depart-
ment  on Monday announced 
charges against four Chinese nation-
als who prosecutors said were work-
ing with the MSS in a hacking cam-
paign that targeted dozens of com-
puter systems, including companies, 
universities and government entities. 
The defendants are accused of steal-
ing trade secrets and confidential 
business information.

Unlike in April, when public fin-
ger-pointing of Russian hacking was 
paired with a raft of sanctions against 
Moscow, the Biden administration 
did not announce any actions against 
Beijing. Nonetheless, a senior 
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BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

A 
little bit of rain wasn’t 
enough to scare away 
 attendees who 

flocked to Watertown’s 
historic square for this 
year’s Jazz Fest.

Event Director John Jewell 
said as they watched the 
forecasts, “we were fearful of 
thunderstorms and wind,” but 
said that rain wouldn’t be a 
deal-breaker.

For Jewell, he didn’t want 
to see the beloved event 
miss another year, as it was 
canceled last year amid the 
pandemic.

“A lot of people are 
interested in Jazz Fest,” he 
said. “We felt like we ought to 
go ahead and do it.”

The decision to go forward 
with the event turned out just 
fine even if some people did 
get a little wet. For one couple 
from McMinnville, dancing 
in the rain while Music City 
Swing performed Nat King 
Cole’s “Love,” made it all the 
more fun.

Bonnie and Steve Davis 
have been to Jazz Fest several 
times. For them it’s a chance 

to dance, eat and shop. “It’s 
always a good time,” she 
said. Steve Davis said he 
particularly liked that this 
year’s line up seemed to have 
more big bands than usual.

The normally two-day event 
condensed into one this year, 
but hardly compromised on 
talent. The all-star lineup 
featured performances from 
some prominent names in the 
local jazz scene including the 
Vantrease Jazz Band and the 
Nashville Jazz Orchestra.

While those high-profile 
performers headlined the 
night list, the whole show 
kicked off in grand fashion 
with Music City Swing at 
1 p.m. and the music never 
stopped.

With side-by-side stages 
erected on the square, it 
was possible for one band to 
set up while another band 
performed, which really 
helped keep the music flowing 
throughout the day.

Another facet of the event 
was the local vendors who set 
up shop around the square. 
Kaitlyn Stillwell owns Wild 
Pony Collection, a vintage and 

Little rain, whole lotta music
Audience soaks up Watertown’s 

Jazz Fest despite weather
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Gabe Lamog, left, and his group, the Nightingale Big Band, perform at the Watertown Jazz Fest on Saturday.
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Bonnie and Steve Davis, of McMinnville, refuse to let a little water 
dampen their good time as the couple dances to Music City Swing 
in Watertown’s square Saturday.

BY ZEKE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden 
tempered his assessment that social media 
giants are “killing people” by hosting mis-
information about the COVID-19 vaccines 
on their platforms, saying Monday that he 
hoped they would not take it “personally” 
and instead would act to save lives.

While companies like Facebook defend 
their practices and say they’re helping 
people around the world access verified 
information about the shots, the White 
House says they haven’t done enough to 

Biden: ‘Killing 
people’ remark was 

call for big tech to act

Facebook, others spreading 
vaccine misinformation BY CHANDLER INIONS

CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

History is easily forgotten 
unless those alive encourage 
its preservation. Such might 
be the case with the Leba-
non Clowns, a Negro League 
baseball team that played 
right here in town, but for 
the actions of the Wilson 
County Black History Com-
mittee.

This weekend at Pick-
ett-Rucker United Method-
ist Church in Lebanon, the 
WCBHC will celebrate the 
legacy of the baseball team 
that called this city home for 

so many years, and whose 
ballpark became a home 
away from home for fans 

ever y Sunday during the 
season. The tribute ceremo-
ny will start at 3 p.m.

Just over 20 years ago, the 
Lebanon Clowns gathered 
for the first time since the 
1960s to reminisce about 
their  youthful  basebal l 
exploits. The occasion was 
documented in the United 
States Senate Congressional 
Record Volume 145 (1999).

This congressional tribute 
paid homage to the Leba-
non-based ball club that was 
a fan favorite and staple for 
so many in the Black com-
munity who lived during that 
time. But for those people, 
like Jerry McGowan of Leb-
anon, a page in the archives 
doesn’t  do the Clowns 
enough justice.

McGowan is 70 now, but 
he remembers going to 

Black History Committee honors Lebanon Clowns
Negro League team 
was a community 
fixture for years

Submitted

This photo of the 1953 Lebanon Clowns roster shows what 
positions each member played.
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