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For the first time in history, methamphet-
amine has beaten out marijuana as the most 
submitted drug to the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation’s crime lab.

TBI officials believe that rise is tied to 
the opioid epidemic, which is an issue law 
enforcement officials are battling daily in 
Wilson County. Lebanon Police Chief Mike 
Justice, Wilson County Sheriff Robert Bryan 
and Assistant District Attorney General 

Jimmy Lea held a panel discussion and Q&A 
session on the subject at the Lebanon Noon 
Rotary Club on Tuesday.

“I can say that someone died of an over-
dose last night in the county,” Lea said. “And 
we’ve had someone overdose this morning 
in the city. Thankfully, the officers were able 
to administer Narcan this morning, and as of 
right now that person has survived.”

Bryan said the impact of opioid addiction 
is being felt across the county, regardless 
of location or demographic, and that many 

people battling addiction started out by tak-
ing what they thought was pain medication.

“We’re going to have to educate our peo-
ple, we’re going have to utilize rehab more,” 
he said. “These people think they’re taking 
Xanax or they think they’re taking some-
thing they’re not, but they’re getting a hold 
of this stuff and it’s killing them.”

According to Lea, those medications are 
actually laced with dangerous substances 
like carfentanyl, which can prove lethal even 
in small doses. His office is primarily com-
batting the issue with an amendment to the 
second-degree murder statute.

“That amendment allows us to prosecute 

people for second-degree murder if we can 
prove that they have committed any type of 
unlawful distribution or delivery of fentanyl 
or carfentanyl,” he said. “If you have a dime 
in your pocket, if you cover Roosevelt’s ear 
with carfentanyl, that is a lethal dose. It’s 
essentially 10,000 times stronger than mor-
phine, and was originally developed as an 
elephant tranquilizer.”

Bryan said a majority of the inmates at 
the Wilson County Jail are facing addictions, 
and that the staff tries to help them break 
the habit while they have them in custody.

SEE OPIOID/PAGE A7

Law enforcement talks opioid response plan 
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Addiction felt across demographics, says sheriff 

The trial for accused gunman 
Ethen Kain Vanderpool, 16, sched-
uled for May has been pushed out to 
November. Accord-
ing to Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Jimmy 
Lea, the reason for 
the delay is accept-
able to his office.

“His family hired 
new attorneys for 
him and they had 
made a motion to 
continue the trial 
because they have not gotten all 
of the discovery from the previous 
attorney,” said Lea. “Since the trial 
date was only four months off, they 
basically asked for an extension of 
time.”

SEE TRIAL/PAGE A8
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Postponement 
of trial date 
granted for 

accused gunman
District attorney office 

OK with the delay

Ethen Kain 
Vanderpool

After purchasing the Mitch-
ell House from Sigma Pi Fra-
ternity in May 2019, the city 
of Lebanon is moving forward 
with work on the building and 
hopes to move employees in by 
mid-February.

Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash 
said the project is intended to 
provide a new home for some 
of the city’s departments due to 
a lack of space at Lebanon City 
Hall.

The city spent $1.15 mil-
lion out of its fund balance to 
acquire the building, and 
approved an additional $250,000 
for light renovations that began 

in October 2019.
“We’ve tried very hard to bal-

ance historic preservation and 
office functionality,” said Leba-
non Mayoral Assistant Debbie 
Jessen, who has been supervis-
ing the project. “I think we’ve 
accomplished that, and that 
the community will be proud of 
what we have here.”

Departments slated to move 
into the Mitchell House include 
human resources, payroll, legal, 
economic development and 
mayoral staff. The remaining 
employees will stay at Lebanon 
City Hall and fill out the vacated 
office space.

SEE MITCHELL/PAGE A7

City targets February for Mitchell House move-in 
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Jonathan Breen gives the Mitchell House a fresh coat of paint as the city of Lebanon prepares to move several departments into the 
building. 

Mayor, economic development 
and other offices slated to relocate

Matt Brown of Custom Rugs works on replacement carpeting in 
the Mitchell House’s stairwell ahead of the city of Lebanon’s move 
into the building.

Angela Barnes, the new supervi-
sor of exceptional education for Wil-
son County Schools, said she plans to 
watch and learn what areas need her 
attention the most.

Barnes, whose job it is to improve 
results for students with special 
needs, plans to meet all the teachers 
and get their opinions on what works 
and what does not.

“I want to meet them and find out 
where they see their strengths and 
what are their long-term needs,” said 
Barnes. “When that is done, we will 
create a plan and have more of an 
idea of what that change is going to 
look like.”

Barnes said her team is looking at 
streamlining the options of what tools 
are needed for the students. She said 
one area she would like to strengthen  
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Wilson County’s 
new special ed 
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Barnes joins district 
after 24 years in 

Rutherford County
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