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SPORTS
Friendship Christian takes on King’s 

Academy in battle of undefeated B175 cents

The city of Lebanon Planning Commis-
sion voted to recommend a ban on the sale 
of CBD oil in downtown Lebanon to the 
City Council at their meeting on Tuesday 
evening.

A request was made by Camille Burdine, 
who’s both a City Council member and 
planning commission member, to change 
the zoning code for the downtown area to 

“use prohibited” for CBD oil.
“After speaking with Main Street and 

downtown merchants I felt it goes along 
with bait shops,” Burdine said. “Any CBD 
oil already being sold downtown would be 
grandfathered in but this would prevent 
new CBD sales from taking place.”

Chad Williams, a local dentist, and plan-
ning commission member made a motion 
to deny the request.

“I’d like to make a motion to deny 

because there’s really no scientific basis 
for this,” Williams said. “There’s not really 
a good reason to prevent the sales of CBD.”

Four members voted yes on the motion 
to deny: Chad Williams, Chuck Daley, 
Mack McCluskey, and Jesse Gilliam; while 
five voted no.

Another motion was made to approve 
the request, and votes remained the same, 
with Camille Burdine, Mike Walls, David 
Taylor, Robert King, and Kathy Adams vot-
ing yes to approve the request.
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Planning commission recommends 
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City Council will make final decision

The parking lot construction 
in the Lebanon downtown square 
is nearly finished. The paving is 
complete and landscaping began 
on Tuesday.

The construction star ted at 
the beginning of August and was 
expected to take two months.

Ryan Johnson, the owner of 
Main Street Landscape Company, 
said they are ahead of schedule.

“We were supposed to finish 
up by Oct. 4, but we’re a little bit 
ahead of schedule so it’s looking 
like Oct. 2 instead,” Johnson said. 
“We need to finish the landscaping 
and then there’s a bit of electri-
cal work left and the striping that 
needs to be done, and paving the 
sidewalks.”

Merchants will glad to see the 
work done.

SEE PARKING/PAGE A5

Town square 
parking  

lot nearly 
complete

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Alicia Hollis • Mt. Juliet Chamber of Commerce

Mt. Juliet and Wilson County dignitaries are joined by the Sellars family and representatives of The Incredible Christmas Place for a 
ground breaking Tuesday on a lot along North Mt. Juliet Road. The Christmas Place is building a second location at the site.

The Incredible Christmas 
Place, a staple of Pigeon Forge 
attractions, broke ground 
for its second location in Mt. 
Juliet on Tuesday.

Just three months ahead 
of Christmas Day, the Sellars, 
a well known Mt. Juliet fam-
ily, held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Incredible 
Christmas Place. At 2250 N. 
Mt. Juliet Road, over a hun-
dred Mt. Juliet citizens gath-
ered under a large, candy-
cane-striped tent to commemo-

rate the arrival of a well-known 
business and tourist attraction.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by Mt. Juliet Mayor Ed 
Hagerty, the city commission-
ers, Wilson County Mayor 
Randall Hutto and representa-
tives for Gov. Bill Lee and U.S. 
Rep. John Rose. Danny Sel-
lars, retired community pas-
tor and father of the property 
owner, prayed over the lot and 
the success of the business. 
Property owner Judd Sellars 
refer red to City Manager 
Kenny Martin, who was also 
in attendance, as the “vision-

ary” that made this ground-
breaking was possible.

“We were contemplating 
selling this proper ty to tr y 
to figure out where to build 
a new location because I had 
to figure how to operate and 
build at the same time,” Sel-
lars said when he spoke at the 
ceremony. He had lunch with 
Martin who told him to wait 
until he came up with a solu-
tion for both the Sellars and 
the city.

“Kenny calls me back two 
weeks later and says, ‘You 
know what? I’ve got an idea.’ 

I said, ‘Throw it on me, Kenny. 
Let’s see what you’ve got.’ He 
said, ‘You know the property 
across the street from your 
funeral home, over 3 acres — 
it’s sitting vacant there for 30 
years, not drawing any tax rev-
enue, nothing going on with 
it.’ He said, ‘Let’s do a prop-
erty swap.’”

Sellars was apprehensive 
about the proper ty swap at 
first, as were critics in the city, 
but he calls it an act of God 
that representatives of the  
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The Incredible Christmas Place to 
open second location in Mt. Juliet
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Popular Pigeon Forge attraction expands westward

Merchants are eager  
for work to be done

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump directly asked 
Ukraine’s president for a “favor” 
while discussing U.S. military aid 
to the besieged country, according 
to a White House memo of the July 
25 phone call, suggesting a link that 
could be crucial to the Democrats’ 
fast-moving impeachment inquiry.

The details emerged as the Jus-
tice Department confirmed that the 
inspector general for the director 
of national intelligence had made 
a criminal referral about the call, 
questioning whether Trump had 
violated campaign finance law, but 
that department lawyers had deter-
mined he had not.

During the 30-minute call, 
Trump asked Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky both to 
investigate former Vice President 
Joe Biden, a leading Democratic 
candidate for the 2020 presidential 
race, and to look into CrowdStrike, 
a cybersecurity firm that did work 
for the Democrats in the 2016  
election.
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Impeachment 
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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