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Sports
Girls’, boys’ basketball coaches 

out at Friendship Christian. B1

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The local business community 
celebrated Thursday night as the 
Lebanon Wilson County Cham-
ber of Commerce held its annual 
awards dinner.

Nearly 400 people filled the hall 
at the Wilson County Expo Center, 
with outgoing chamber board chair 
Necole Bell passing the gavel to 
Greg Butler and numerous awards 
being presented.

“When I stood up here in 2019, 
I talked about the things I wanted 
to accomplish, that I wanted the 
chamber to do and grow,” Bell said. 
“So we could gain news member 
and to show the value of the mem-
bership you hold and have held for 
years.”

Among the accomplishments 

Bell cited was improved marketing 
and communications, including a 
revamped website that saw 106,000 
visitors in 2019, of which 60% were 
from out of the county.

“People are looking at us and see-
ing what we’re doing,” she said.

The chamber also made strides 
in addressing the serious workforce 
problem in the county, Bell said.

“We have heard the cries of many 
voices in our industries that we 
have — our business leaders in Wil-
son County — we know we have 
a shortage of a skilled workforce,” 
she said.

The chamber is working, in 
partnership with government, 
education and industry, to create 
a full-time workforce development 
position. Working with county gov-
ernment, a grant has been secured, 

and principal and CEO Jeff Peter-
son’s Novamet Specialty Products 
Corp. has made a financial commit-
ment, Bell said.

Other successes included the 
Taste of Wilson County and the 
event featuring University of Ten-
nessee athletic director Phil Ful-
mer.

“In encourage you to get out 
there and share your experience, 
share that your chamber is nour-
ishing relationships, building a 
sense of hometown by offering 
family-friendly, community build-
ing events throughout the year,” 
Bell said. “Share that we are mak-
ing a difference in education, small 
business, health care, nonprofit, 
government, industry and more. 
Share that community still matters 
to us and we are working to make 

Chamber emphasizes workforce development
Awards given out during annual dinner

Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Outgoing Lebanon Wilson County Chamber of Commerce chair Necole 
Bell, right, passed the gavel to Greg Butler during Thursday’s annual 
dinner and awards ceremony.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Water town Planning 
Commission approved a site 
plan for Village Square Town-
homes, a six-lot development on 
Statesville Road, at its meeting 
Thursday.

According to Water town 
Mayor Mike Jennings, the city 
will not need to contribute fund-
ing to the project. Dean Design 

Watertown 
Planning 

Commission 
approves new 

townhome plan 

Village Square 
Townhomes to 

create six lots on 
Statesville Road 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Planning 
Commission voted unanimously 
to approve a revised final plan for a 
subdivision development on Hearn 
Hill Road southeast of Watertown 
at its meeting Friday.

Residents had campaigned 
against the development for 
months, citing safety concerns 
about area road width, before 
the original item was narrowly 
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Revised Hearn 
Hill Road 
plans clear 
planning 

commission 

Locals fear new 
development will 

bring traffic fatalities 
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BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Passionate singing, thundering 
drums and dramatic readings 
were just a few of the ways the 
community expressed themselves 
during Cumberland University’s 
fourth annual “A Wrinkle In Time” 
event Thursday in Baird Chapel.

AFRO, a student organization, 
has hosted the event since its 
inception as a way to celebrate 
African American icons and 
engage the campus on issues 
from police brutality to black on 
black crime in the U.S.

“This year, my agenda for this 
program was to highlight all the 
hardships African Americans go 
through these days instead of 
focusing on the history,” AFRO’s 
president Shaquillra Taylor said. 
“We have a lot of problems going 
on now, and learning the history 
is significant but knowing what’s 
going on right now and acknowl-

edging those things is big.”
Mt. Juliet Chief of Police James 

Hambrick and Sandhill Church of 
Christ member Veronica Hoskin, 
of LaVergne, were among the 
guest speakers brought in to 
touch on those issues.

“I wrestled with myself about 
talking about it because I’m a 
product of black on black crime,” 
Hoskin said. “My son was mur-
dered, and I wanted to talk about 
how heartbreaking it was the day 
that I found out. But instead, I 
want to talk about some of the 
things that cause black on black 
crime in our communities.”

Hoskin sees education inside 
and outside the home as the best 
way to prevent violence, particu-
larly when it comes to shaping a 
child’s moral compass.

“Ever ything star ts from 
home,” she said. “That seed we 
plant as parents, in order for it to 
blossom we have to water it and 
we have to nurture it. So many 

times, idle minds are the devil’s 
workshop, and in our communi-
ties a lot of times our kids are left 
idle because parents, most of us 
are working two or three jobs.”

With the wealth of information 
available online, Hoskins said it 
becomes easier for children to 
be negatively influenced during 

their time alone if parents don’t 
step in to offset it.

“We need to start being pres-
ent,” she said. “We need to start 
taking and nurturing these babies 
in the way we want them to go, 
and we’ve got to pull together and 

A WRINKLE IN TIME
Cumberland celebrates Black History 

Month with food, fellowship, conversation

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Members of Cumberland University’s AFRO join hands as Rhema Brinkley performs at the close of the organization’s fourth annual “A Wrin-
kle in Time” event, held Thursday at Baird Chapel.

Aime Tuyisunge, who is originally from the Congo, showcases his 
native language through rap while Treyvon Smith works on a live 
painting.
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