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Should there be a division 
dedicated to attracting high-tech 
industry to Wilson County? At 
least one county commissioner 
thinks its just what’s needed.

Dan Walker, District 10 com-

missioner, laid out 
a proposal at the 
Joint Economic 
and  Communi -
ty Development 
Board meeting 
Thursday to devel-
op  techno logy 
zones that might 
bring in higher 
wage, tech-based employment.

He sees opportunity from cur-
rent infrastructure development 
on TN 109 and Interstate 840 to 
really market the area, and feels 

like a group tasked with that 
mission would help jump start 
recruitment.

During Walker’s address, he 
said he would want the project 
to receive the board’s consent 
and to operate under its advisory 
to directly target technological 
enterprises for relocation.

Walker’s position was pret-
ty straightforward. He said the 
county would be better served 
with more jobs in the technolo-
gy sector, so however it attracts 
those jobs would be to its benefit.

Leaving matters of boots to the 
boot maker, he suggested com-
piling a team of tech-industry 
experts to solicit companies that 
fit its ideal prospects.

Accompanying Walker to the 
meeting, was Corey Johns. He 
serves as project manager for 
digital content with the Tennes-
see Entertainment Commission, 
a division of Tennessee’s Depart-
ment of Economic & Community 
Development.

In this role, he markets Ten-
nessee as a competitive location 

for business investment by tech-
nology & talent firms engaged 
in the production of digital con-
tent, aiming to build a sustainable 
workforce around relevant cre-
ative digital media occupations.

“We’ve all got an experimen-
tal doctorate the last 18 months,” 
Johns said of isolating lifestyles 
becoming the new normal due 
to COVID. However, he also said 
he’s seeing somewhat of a reviv-
al, but not necessarily to tradi-
tional forms of work-life balance.

Commissioner wants focus on tech jobs
Walker pitches 

TechWilson idea 
to the JECDB 

Dan Walker

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Riders from across Tennes-
see and neighboring Kentucky 
have descended on the James 
Ward Ag Center and they 
aren’t going anywhere until 
every trophy is handed out.

The four-day state final 
event, hosted by the Tennes-
see Saddle Club Association, 
is a one-stop shop for all the 
riding activities one could con-
sume. It’s a chance for riders to 
showcase their horses’ abilities 
and to have a little fun in the 
process.

Events are open to people 
of all ages with categories for 
six and under, 12 and under, 
13-17 year olds, adults, and 
even a category for 50 years 
and older.

Multiple riders from Wil-
son County took home hard-
ware during the first night of 
events. Lennis Rader rides 
with the Mt. Juliet Saddle Club 
and finished sixth place in the 
Country Pleasure event. In the 
same event, Jamie Smith of the 

Wilson County Saddle Club 
secured fourth place.

Rader explained that each 
competitor is judged by “how 
the horse performs as far as 
changing the gaits at the prop-
er time, and holding the gait.”

According to Rader, “One 

of the most important things 
is when you stop, they (the 
horse) has to be able to step 
backwards for the judge.”

Rader said his horse was 
already trained when he got 
him, but that he continues 
to ride him all the time. The 

Wilson County native has been 
showing horses for 21 years 
with the MJSC.

For a lot of the riders at the 
Ag Center on Thursday, it’s not 
just the culmination of hours of 

TIME TO GIDDY UP
Annual state horse 

show returns  
to Lebanon 

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Saddle Club’s Jamie Smith competes in the Tennessee Saddle Club Association State Show at the James E. Ward Ag Center in 
Lebanon on opening night Thursday. The four-day event is the 56th annual meet, held every Labor Day weekend. Daily admission for 
adults is $7.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Competitors line up atop their horses and await the judges’ final examination of each entrant on  
Thursday.

BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON — America’s 
employers added just 235,000 
jobs in August, a surprisingly 
weak gain after two months of 
robust hiring and the clearest 
sign to date that the delta vari-
ant’s spread has discouraged 
some people from flying, shop-
ping and eating out.

The August job growth the 
government reported Friday fell 
far short of the sizable gains of 
roughly 1 million in each of the 
previous two months. The hir-
ing jumps in June and July had 
followed widespread vaccina-
tions that allowed the economy 
to fully reopen from pandemic 
restrictions. Now, with Ameri-
cans buying fewer plane tickets, 
reducing hotel stays and filling 
fewer enter tainment venues, 

Hiring slows 
as variant 
weakens 

travel, 
tourism

BY KATHY GANNON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
small group of Afghan women 
protested near the presiden-
tial palace in Kabul on Friday, 
demanding equal rights from the 
Taliban as Afghanistan’s new rul-
ers work on forming a govern-
ment and seeking international 
recognition.

The Taliban captured most of 
the country in a matter of days 
last month and celebrated the 
departure of the last U.S. forces 
after 20 years of war. Now they 
face the urgent challenge of gov-
erning a war-ravaged country 
that is heavily reliant on interna-
tional aid.

Afghan 
women 

demanding 
rights 

Taliban seek 
recognition, pledge to 

allow school, work
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