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The total assessment for Leba-
non property values jumped from 
$1.36 billion to $1.76 billion follow-
ing a state comptroller reassess-
ment. Due to that increase, a cer-
tified tax rate is set to be issued 
for Lebanon residents, which will 
impact tax bills, but by how much 
depends on the reassessment.

Lebanon’s budget for the upcom-
ing fiscal year met unanimous 

approval at the city council meet-
ing Tuesday night, and with it that 
new certified tax rate. Much like 
other areas of Wilson County, Leb-
anon’s property values increased. 
That rate of increase did lag behind 
the county as a whole, but not by 
much. The total assessment went 
up 29%, whereas Wilson County 
jumped up a third.

Given the new values, a property 
tax rate reduced by 20% will yield 
the same revenue for the city that 

the previous rate had. That pre-
vious rate of $0.8575 per $100 of 
assessed value will drop down to 
roughly $0.685 per $100 assessed, 
after all the numbers are finalized.

That last step in the process 
involves the state equalization 
board and an appeals process that 
can drag out but won’t budge the 
needle much. Lebanon’s account-
ing administrator, Stuart Lawson, 
said at the meeting he was confi-
dent it would fall between $0.68 

and $0.69 once all the dust settled. 
Mayor Rick Bell agreed with those 
numbers.

Take a hypothetical Lebanon 
home valued at $300,000 after the 
property reassessment. Prior to 
the assessment, it was valued at 
$250,000, so the value increased 
by $50,000. Ignoring what that res-
ident pays to the county because 
that is a separate bill, the new bill 
for Lebanon property taxes would 
be $513.75 annually.

If the previous tax rate of $0.85 
per $100 assessed, that $50,000 

jump would equate to a property 
tax spike of $106.25. However, with 
the new rate, $0.6855, the resident 
won’t see that spike and will pay 
roughly what they paid in 2020.

Since the home’s value only 
went up $50,000, or 20% of the orig-
inal value, a lower rate of increase 
than the citywide average, the 
new tax rate when figured into the 
equation would yield a tax bill of 
$513.75 compared to that same res-
ident’s previous tax bill of $531.50.
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Fiddlers Grove Historic Vil-
lage draws people to Lebanon 
because of its treasured ability 
to teleport them back to a sim-
pler time.

Last year’s Neddy Jacobs 
Heritage Day was canceled due 
to COVID, but Fiddlers Grove 
is ready to pick things back up 
where it left off and with a new 
addition to the annual day that 
celebrates the area’s first set-
tler.

Typically, the event will walk 
visitors through a lost age, 
where everything was crafted 
by hand. While all that will still 
be on the menu, some local law 
enforcement officials put their 
heads together and crafted an 
idea for a race unlike any run 
in Lebanon before — an out-
house race.

Lebanon Police Depar t-
ment’s assistant public infor-
mation of ficer, Phillip Lacy, 
said that it’s hard to know who 
exactly to give credit to for the 
idea. Lacy said they’ve been 
doing something like this in 
Iowa for about 10 years now, 
but that an event in Nevada 
may hold the oldest claim. All 
the same, Lacy hopes to inject 
some of Wilson County into 
the concept and make it their 
own.

The outhouse race is sor t 
of what it sounds like. Kenny 
Birdwell, whose wife, Rhonda, 
is a committee member on the 
junior fair board, construct-
ed the outhouses to look like 
normal outhouses. Then, he 
affixed four wheels onto each 
one. Hand poles extend from 
each side of the outhouse that 
will be used to push the cart.

The carts will then be raced 
150 feet, down and back again 
from the front gate Fiddlers 
Grove by the veteran’s build-
ing.

Lacy explained that running 
the course won’t be the only 
facet of the race. Once each 
team gets to the other side, the 
person sitting inside the out-
house, or rider, will hop out 
and complete a series of tasks. 
These tasks will include a toi-
let paper toss and an activity 
akin to finding a needle in the 

haystack. Upon completion,  
the rider gets back in and the 
team returns to the star ting 
line.

Organizers hope the event 
catches on and becomes part 
of Wilson County Fair that 
takes place in August. This 
year’s fair will be the first time 
Wilson County’s renowned fair 
combines with the Tennessee 
State Fair into one colossal 
event, so Lacy is optimistic that 
they could be onto something 
big here.

The theme for this year’s 
fair is Hometown Heroes, so 
Lacy and Sgt. PJ Hardy, Leba-
non Police Department’s pub-
lic information officer, decid-
ed to pit first responder units 
against each other for county-
wide bragging rights in this 
first test run of the event. So, 
in addition to LPD, there will 
be teams representing the Leb-
anon Fire Depar tment, Wil-
son Emergency Management 

NEW RACE, SAME GREAT OUTING
Neddy Jacobs 
Heritage Day 

takes on whole 
new event

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon Police Department’s assistant public information officer Phillip Lacy and Junior Fair Board 
committee member Rhonda Birdwell demonstrate how to push the outhouse racer on Thursday at 
Fiddlers Grove in Lebanon. Birdwell’s husband constructed the outhouse racers for the Neddy Jacobs 
Heritage Day event at Fiddlers Grove on Saturday.

Lebanon property values shoot up
Reduced tax rate packaged in budget, passed by city council
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After nearly two years of design 
and debate, Lebanon is moving 
forward with a sports complex 
development after city councilors 
voted to add its design bill to next 
year’s budget.

The ordinance to add $515,000 
for designing the sports com-
plex was approved unanimous-
ly Tuesday at town hall. Per the 
ordinance, the city will employ the 
services of Barge Design Solu-
tions, an engineering and architec-
tural firm in Nashville.

When Lebanon acquired the 
property on Stumpy Lane where 
the complex is to be built, it began 
exploring its renovation into a 
practical sports facility. Construc-
tion of the sports complex was 
then tasked to a commission 
in 2019, with the primary focus 
concerning the local youth soc-
cer organization, Wilson United, 
which was suffering from growing 
pains at its current location.

Presently, the soccer games are 
played on a patch near Lebanon 
Municipal Airport. Aside from any 
concerns about proximity to land-
ing airplanes, its size and capaci-
ty was becoming strained. Given 
trends of population growth in the 
area, the city recognized a need to 
explore alternative locations.

During deliberations by the 
commission, several options were 
explored that looked quite differ-
ent from what the city is propos-
ing now. For instance, a partner-
ship with Cumberland Universi-
ty was axed after the conditional 

Lebanon 
goes ahead 
with sports 

complex
Council approves 
$515K for design

BY ALEXANDRA JAFFE           
AND LISA MASCARO 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N  — 
President Joe Biden used 
the 100th anniversary of 
Tulsa’s race massacre to 
make a plea for sweeping 
legislation in Congress to 
protect the right to vote 
as Republican-led govern-
ments in Texas and other 
states pass new restric-
tions making it tougher to 

cast ballots.
Biden, marking the cen-

tennial in Oklahoma on 
Tuesday, called out law-
makers in Congress — 
including two senators in 
his own party — for hold-
ing up action on voting 
bills. Invoking the words 
of the late Rep. John Lewis, 
Biden said the right to vote 
is “precious” and must be 
protected. He pledged that 

June will be a “month of 
action” on Capitol Hill as 
Congress considers the 
legislation, which is among 
the top priorities of his 
administration.

“We’re not giving up,” 
Biden said. “I’m going to 
fight like heck with every 
tool at my disposal for its 
passage.”

Republican state legis-
lators are pushing what 

experts say is an unprec-
edented number of bills 
aimed at restricting access 
to the ballot box. While 
Republicans say the goal 
is to prevent voter fraud, 
Democrats contend that 
the measures are aimed at 
undermining minority vot-
ing rights.

Most recently, the Texas 
Legislature moved closer 
to passing a bill that would 

reduce early voting hours, 
tighten voter identification 
requirements for absentee 
ballots and eliminate ballot 
drop boxes and drive-th-
ru voting centers. The bill 
was blocked only when 
Texas Democrats walked 
off the House floor on Sun-
day night; Republican Gov. 
Greg Abbott has said he 
will order a special ses-
sion to ultimately ensure  

its passage.
S e n a t e  R e p u b l i c a n 

leader Mitch McConnell 
played down the ability 
of the new state laws to 
quash voter turnout.

“I don’t think any of 
these ef forts at the state 
level are designed to sup-
press the vote based upon 
race,” McConnell said at a 
news conference Wednes-
day in Kentucky.

President Biden pushes for federal voting rights regulation
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