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authoritarian rulers, 
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The Lebanon Democrat asked 
candidates for the Wilson County 
Schools Board of Education to tell 
readers why they are running for 
office and how they would address the 
challenges facing the district. Here are 
the answers from Zone 1 and Zone 3 
candidates. In Zone 1, current board 
member Wayne McNeese is being 
challenged by Carrie Hartzog Pfeiffer, 
Mitch Rollins and Lauren Smith. 
McNeese did not submit answers. In 
Zone 3, incumbent Mike Gwaltney is 
not seeking reelection. Don Weathers 
and Jonathan White are vying for the 
seat.

The election is Aug. 6 and early voting 
is underway. For more information, go 
to www.wilsonelections.com.

CARRIE HARTZOG PFEIFFER
Age: 43
Spouse, children: Matthew Pfeiffer, 

Lucy, 16, Lilly, 13, and Joel, 10.
Highest level of education 

attained: Master’s of Education in 
Social Studies Education

Question 1: What makes you the best 

candidate for the position?
My experience as a teacher and 

as a parent with children currently 
in the school system gives me a 
perspective that is underrepresented 
on our current board. Education is a 
swiftly changing field, and I know the 
challenges our teachers and parents 
face in a 21st century classroom first 
hand. I am familiar with the budget 
and its processes on both a school and 
district level, and prepared to advocate 
for changes to the BEP funding formula 
on the state level. I have established 
relationships with several county 
commissioners already, and believe 

DON R. WEATHERS
Age: 66
Spouse, children: wife, Diane Graves 

Weathers; son Darren&gt;
Highest level of education attained: 

Master’s of Business Administration
Question 1: What makes you the best 

candidate for the position?
I served on the Wilson County Board 

of Education for 12 years (2004-2016) 
and have a working knowledge of how 
the board operates. I served as chairman 
of the board for four of those years and 
led the activities of the board through 
that time. I have a working relationship 
with all department heads in Wilson 
County government and most of the 
commissioners and will be able to work 
with them to overcome the current 
perceived relationship between the two. 
During my time on the board, I attended 
many training classes offered by the 
Tennessee School Board Association to 

improve my knowledge of board business 
and achieved Level IV (of a possible five 
levels) certification. I say this to inform you 
of my readiness to step into this position 
with tremendous experience of how the 
board functions and will be able to have an 
immediate impact on improving the way 
the board operates. Experience matters 
during a time of crisis and we certainly 
appear to be in the midst of that with the 
pandemic. I also have the time to dedicate 
to the school board activities as I am 
semi-retired and am still passionate about 
making Wilson County School System the 
best in the state. Overcoming the current 
challenges will require a lot of time from 
board members going forward.

Question 2: What do you see as the 

greatest challenge facing WCS and how 

would you address it?
There are many, but you asked for 

School board candidates outline positions
ZONE 1 ZONE 3

BY CRAIG HARRIS
FOR THE LEBANON DEMOCRAT

The uncertain high-school foot-
ball season remains on hold.

However, there’s at least a con-
tingency plan in place following 
Wednesday’s Tennessee Second-
ary Schools Athletic Association 
Board of Control meeting.

A hybrid model was unanimous-
ly approved, which is believed to 
give flexibility in case the season 
is able to begin earlier than is cur-
rently anticipated.

“The TSSAA developed the 
hybrid model to give member 
schools the ability to be able to 
keep as much of their schedules 
as possible but to keep the sancti-
ty and tradition of the playoffs as 
much as possible,” Mt. Juliet High 
head coach Trey Perry said.

Practices for fall sports teams — 
with the exception of golf (which 
was allowed to begin practices on 
July 13) — were originally sched-
uled to begin Monday. However, 
Gov. Bill Lee issued Executive 
Order No. 50 on June 29, which 
extended the state of emergency 

TSSAA 
sets fall 
sports 
plan

Start date for prep 
football still uncertain
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BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County residents are 
still feeling the strain on their 
pocketbooks from COVID-19, 
with nearly 26,000 new unem-
ployment claims filed state-
wide last week according to the 
Department of Labor and Work-
force.

Making sure their children 
have what they need to head 
back to school is a high priority 
for affected families, and multi-
ple community members have 
stepped in to address it.

“We’ve been doing a school 
supply giveaway for probably 
the last 10 years,” Mt. Juliet Help 
Center Executive Director Car-
olyn Smith said. “It’s grown so 
much, and last year we doubled 
the number we’d done before. 
I hope we’re able to take some 
stress off the parents and get 
kids excited about going back to 
school.”

The center is currently accept-
ing online registration for this 
year’s school supply giveaway 
at http://www.mtjuliethelpcen-
ter.org/, with spots available for 
Saturday and Tuesday. An esti-
mated 150 families have received 
supplies so far.

“We pride ourselves on 
making it personal,” Smith 
said. “We put every backpack 
together individually, so a kid 
in first grade at W.A. Wright 
gets exactly what they need, 
and so does a fifth grader at 
Elzie D. Patton.”

The Mt. Juliet Help Cen-
ter services schools west of 
Highway 109, but families in 
other parts of the county still 

have options. Re:MOVE//
Training, a fitness center with 
locations in both Lebanon and 
Mt. Juliet, is collecting school 
supplies through Wednesday 
to distribute directly to area 
teachers.

“Especially with COVID-
19 and everything going on, 
the schools and teachers have 
been under a lot of extra stress,” 
Re:MOVE co-owner Cr ys-
tal Horne said. “We thought it 
would be helpful to ease that bur-
den.”

Horne said she and her staff 
used a parents’ group on Face-
book to communicate with 
teachers and find the most in-de-
mand supplies. Both locations 
are collecting them during regu-
lar business hours until Wednes-
day, and Horne plans to split 
the donations between schools 
based on need.

“We’ve had certain schools 

reach out to us that have fami-
lies at higher poverty levels,” she 
said. “We’re going to compile it 
all from the two gyms and try to 
reach as many of them as pos-
sible. A lot of what the teachers 
are looking for this year has to 
do with the virus. They need a 
lot of hand sanitizer, batteries for 
temperature checks and ther-
mometers.”

Other high-priority items 
include latex gloves, dispos-
able masks and tissue paper. 
Traditional school supplies are 
still in-demand, and donors are 
encouraged to bring washable 
markers, copy paper, index cards 
and plastic bags.

“I want people to know they 
don’t have to be members to 
donate,” Horne said. “It’s been 
going well and a lot of our clients 
have been bringing things in, but 
we’d like to see the rest of the 
community come by.”

For those looking to help out 
children at a specific school 
or grade level, Wilson Coun-
ty Schools Adopt a Student is 
connecting donors and fami-
lies on Facebook. Originally 
focused on high school seniors, 
the group recently expanded 
its reach to include all K-12 stu-
dents in the county and also 
plans to help teachers with 
classroom supplies.

Interested parents can join the 
Wilson County Schools Adopt 
a Student group and post their 
child’s name, grade and school. 
Then a volunteer will “adopt” 
them and handle their supply 
list.

Students are currently expect-
ed to return to school on Aug. 3, 
but the Wilson County Board of 
Education’s special called meet-
ing at 9 a.m. Saturday could see 
changes to the school calendar 
implemented.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSINGS
Community works 

to donate school 
supplies ahead of 

opening day 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Mt. Juliet Help Center Executive Director Carolyn Smith, left, and Assistant Director Kelly McCurry fill up 
personalized backpacks for students in need during the first day of this year’s school supply giveaway.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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