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Commission prepares to hear rezoning concerns
BY ROXANNE LAMBERT
ROXANNELAMBERT@
HARTSVILLEVIDETTE.COM

The Trousdale County Commission held its regularly-scheduled work session on Monday
night at the Har tsville/Trousdale County Community Center, with discussion taking place
regarding a second reading and
public hearing to be held on an

ordinance regarding the rezoning of a proper ty on Western
Avenue in Hartsville.
It was the first work session
for the newly-elected Trousdale
County Commissioners.
The agenda for the upcoming
Monday night commission meeting was set.
“It is just a work session
tonight,” said Trousdale County

Clerk Rita Crowder. “Next week
will be when (the rezoning) is
decided.”
If passed, the ordinance will
rezone the property in question
from R1 (single-family dwellings) to R3 (multi-family dwellings), thus allowing for the
building of apartments and other
multiple-family residences.
Presently, the developer who is

requesting the rezoning is planning to build 72 apartments on the
property. However, at this time, the
developer’s plan is not set in stone.
However, Trousdale County Building, Codes, and Zoning Enforcement Of ficer Sam
Edwards warned that anything
could happen between now and
the planning phase of the project.
“What (the developer) is
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intending to put there, you should
be considering because he could
pass away tomorrow and somebody else inherit the property,”
said Edwards. “(The new owner)
could do something different with
it, or (the developer) could decide
to do something different with it.
We won’t know that until the planning phase.”
SEE REZONING/PAGE A4

New state
requirements
for students
Tennessee third-graders
must demonstrate reading
proficiency for promotion
BY ROXANNE LAMBERT
ROXANNELAMBERT@HARTSVILLEVIDETTE.COM

can do this.,” said Amber
White. “It took us about a
year and a half to finally go
fully forward.
“We got our first set of
four (foster children) on
July 31, 2018. They were two
brothers and two sisters.
They came to us because
they were in separate
homes. We were told that
they were going to be with
us for a while. We fell in love
with the kids.”

During Thursday’s meeting of the Trousdale County School Board, newly-elected
board members began their service to the
school district with a full
agenda.
One widely-discussed item
on the agenda was the Tennessee Literacy Success Act,
which went into effect this
year, requiring all Tennessee third-graders to demonstrate proficiency in reading and language arts as a
Demetrice
Badru
criterion for being promoted to fourth grade.
As part of her principal’s report to the
board, Trousdale County Elementar y
School Principal Demetrice Badr u presented the groundwork that has been laid
by the school in preparation for the new
standards that will affect this year’s thirdgrade class.
“We started (telling parents) when the
(now third-graders) were in first grade
(about the new law),” said Badru. “When
they got into second grade, we addressed
it at the fall parent/teacher conference,
and we addressed it at the spring parent/
teacher conference. Then we sent home
letters with ever y single kiddo in second
grade.
“When we started our open house (this
year), I met with the third-grade parents
who came. That was one of the first things
(we discussed). Not all the parents were
excited that we had to sit in the (hot) gym
while I was talking about the early literacy
law, but at that time, I felt it was so important. They needed to know.”
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(From left) Four-year-old adopted daughter Avana White, mother Amber White, 20-year-old biological daughter Michaela Huddleston, 16-year-old biological daughter Gracie Huddleston, 19-year-old biological son Isaac Huddleston, 15-year-old adopted
son Antonio White, 18-year-old adopted son Davian White, 14-year-old biological daughter Kiley White, father Dan White and
6-year-old adopted daughter Aria White are all part of a family of 10 who live in Wilson County. The Whites take in foster children, four of whom have become their adopted children.

Family expands due to foster parenting
BY ROXANNE LAMBERT

dren that they had been foster parenting, thus bringing
the household total to eight.
an and Amber
“This is how we got into
White might know
the foster-care system,” said
a thing or two about Amber White, who now
parenting.
serves as a children and
The Mt. Juliet couple are
family counselor and foster
the parents of eight chilcare recruiter trainer as she
dren.
works with families in both
Together the Whites have Trousdale and Wilson counfour children, three girls and ties. “I do in-home therapy
one boy.
with a company, and most of
However, in 2018, they
my kids are foster kids. One
decided to adopt four chilof the families that I worked
ROXANNELAMBERT@
HARTSVILLEVIDETTE.COM

D

with had several kids, and
they started talking about
the agency they fostered
through ... we just started
talking about it.”
Although her desire to
foster children may have
begun at that moment,
Amber White knew that her
husband would have to be
on board in order to make it
happen.
“It took my husband about
a year to agree (to foster),
but then we decided, ‘We

MAY I HAVE THIS DANCE?
Hartsville Rotary
Club to again hold
homecoming gala
BY ROXANNE LAMBERT

Throughout each year, the Hartsville Rotar y Club sponsors multiple fundraising events to support
ser vice projects both locally and
internationally. All proceeds go the
various projects, as the Rotar y’s
mission is to serve others.
On Oct. 1, the Har tsville Rotar y Club is holding its homecoming gala in downtown Har tsville,
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between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. The festivities will be held on Court Street,
just outside of the Trousdale County Courthouse (located at 200 Main
Street in Hartsville).
“This event will help raise money
for Rotary projects,” said Hartsville
Rotary Event Chairman Janie Oldham. “Every year, we sponsor several projects. We do scholarships
for the graduating seniors and a
food drive for the backpack program and food pantry here in town.
We give ever y third-grader (in
Trousdale County) their own personal dictionary. We sponsor Character Counts (a character education
program) at all three schools, and

The Hartsville
Rotary Club is
holding its
homecoming
gala on Court
Street in
Hartsville next
to the historic
Trousdale
County Courthouse on Oct. 1
at 7 p.m. This
red carpet
event is a
fundraiser to
support both
local and
international
Rotary
projects.

we took over Christmas for Kids.
“We also do international projects. We have provided funding for
a well in a town in Nicaragua where
there is an orphanage.”
Although the Rotary Golf Tournament is the largest fundraiser that
the club holds each year, events
such as the homecoming gala also
help support the club’s projects.
“The homecoming gala is for
everyone to, hopefully, enjoy themselves and to raise money for all of
the different projects that Rotar y
supports throughout the year,” said
Oldham. “That is the reason we’re
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