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With Christmas passed, people across 
Wilson County are preparing to take down 
their trees and lights, and this year they 
can recycle both of them to benefit land-
scaping projects and adults with autism.

Rockwood Sustainable Solutions is 
entering its third year collecting trees, and 
for the first time they are also donating 
lights to Electronics Recycling Solutions 
in Gallatin.

“Their purpose is to provide employ-
ment for adults with autism,” Rockwood 
owner Lincoln Young said. “When they 
got started a few years ago I was appoint-
ed to be on their board, and because I had 
years of experience in the recycling busi-
ness I helped them with starting up their 
facility.”

ERS employs people with autism to 
recycle items ranging from computers and 
cell phones to appliances and cables. Fees 
are used to pay its employees while they 
work to address the amount of electronics 
waste in the U.S.
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Christmas tree recycling drive to aid 
landscaping and adults with autism

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 

Rockwood adds lights to 
third annual collection effort WANT TO HELP?

Rockwood Sustainable Solutions is 

collecting Christmas trees and lights for 

recycling now through Jan. 10, 2020. Here’s 

what people need to know before they 

drop off:

• Collection at 510 Hartmann Drive in 

Lebanon

• Hours are 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-

Friday, 8 a.m. to noon Saturdays

• Only real trees accepted, lights and 

ornaments must be removed first (lights 

can be placed in a separate container)

After 42 years of waiting to 
see what happens with the Sky-
walker bloodline, “Star Wars: 
Episode IX — Rise of Skywalk-
er” finally arrived in theaters 
Dec. 20 to mixed reviews. Critics 
with Rotten Tomatoes, a review-
aggregation website for film 
and television, have given the 
latest installment of the last Star 
Wars trilogy 57 percent positive 
reviews.

Star Wars fans in Wilson 
County were no exception to 
having mixed emotions about 
what happens with Rey and Kylo 

Ren and answering the long-
awaited question, is Rey Luke 
Skywalker’s daughter? From 
the plot to the direction, patrons 
of the Roxy Movie Theater 10 
Monday night described their 
feelings.

“I think the director is the 
biggest difference,” said David 
Kempton. “I think this one plays 
more of an homage to the origi-
nal.”

J. J. Abrams directed this 
installment of the saga as 
opposed to George Lucas, who 
directed the original “Star Wars: 
Episode IV — A New Hope.”

Roxy patron who wanted to 

only use his first name, Alex, 
said he did not like the latest 
installment of Star Wars. He 
said he enjoyed “The Last Jedi” 
more.

“I’ve seen them all,” said Alex. 
“I liked moments of this one, but 
there were others I liked more.”
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‘Rise of Skywalker’ gets mixed reactions

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Rima Austin • Lebanon Democrat

Josh Hackett, left, along with his wife, Lindsay Hackett, and nephew, Carson Hackett, discuss the merits of “Star Wars: Episode IX — Rise 
of Skywalker” outside the Roxy Movie Theater 10 on Monday night.

Moviegoers talk latest ‘Star Wars’ film

Photo courtesy Disney.com

Daisy Ridley is Rey in “The Rise of Skywalker.”

NASHVILLE — As he nears 
the end of his first year as Ten-
nessee governor, Republican busi-
nessman and politi-
cal newcomer Bill 
Lee said his biggest 
surprise was, well, 
just how much of a 
role politics plays in 
governing.

“The biggest dif-
ference between the 
private sector and 
this new job of mine 
is politics. And the 
degree to which politics plays a 
role was a surprise to me,” Lee 
said last week during a wide-rang-
ing interview with the Times Free 
Press. “I’d never been involved 
really in politics and, having not 
been a politician, you don’t know 
how political this job can be.”

Despite that, political players 
and observers say Lee has done 
fairly well this year, although there 
have been bumps, scrapes and 
controversies along the way, with 
some actions, including the gov-
ernor’s controversial voucher-like 
Education Savings Account pro-
gram, expected to linger on into 
2020.
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Gov. Lee talks 
successes and 

‘challenges’ after 
first year in office

BY ANDY SHER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

Bill Lee
Tennessee 
governor

ATLANTA — Brian Anderson, an 
imposing man with a rich baritone 
voice, dwarfs his office chair at the 
Georgia Crisis and Access Line. He 
talks softly about the first time he 
tried to end his life.

It was a collect call to his father 
from a pay phone in Hoboken, N.J., 
that saved him, he said. “I’d made up 
my mind that my life was over, and 
I wanted my father to pray for my 
soul. I told him, ‘Don’t pray for me, 
that person is finished — pray for my 
soul.’ I’d already suffered enough in 
this life; I didn’t want to suffer more 
in the afterlife.”

Anderson made the call in 1984, 
when he was 19, after he’d taken fist-
fuls of drugs to end his pain, he said. 
He made another attempt to end his 
life seven years later, before mental 
health treatment helped him recover.

Now, he talks to people who may 
be having some of the same thoughts 
and feelings he had back then. He 
said he assures them that there are  
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Suicide prevention 
number could lead 

to surge in calls

BY CHRISTINE VESTAL
STATELINE.ORG

Tennessee among 
states awarded grants

Join us at Mo’Cara for a delicious New Years Eve dinner
Call 615-449-2088

or email

info@MoCaraSouth.com

for reservations.
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