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Sports
Coronavirus slows coach hiring 

at Green Hill High School. B1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

FEMA is scaling up tornado 
relief efforts in Wilson County 
with a new Disaster Recovery 
Center, which opened Friday at 
the Mt. Juliet Community Cen-
ter.

The agency was already oper-
ating a mobile intake center at 
the Wilson County Fairgrounds 
in Lebanon, but that location 
has been upgraded to a Disas-

ter Recover y Center ef fective 
Thursday in order to provide 
more services. Both DRCs are 
open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

“We have individual assistance 
specialists there to help people 
apply for assistance, and now 
there are case management spe-
cialists who can work with them 
through each step in the pro-
cess,” FEMA Media Relations 
Manager Deanna Frazier said. 
“Our mitigation personnel will 

be there as well, and they pro-
vide information on how to build 
back stronger homes to protect 
against future disasters.”

Wilson County’s DRC has pro-
vided $98,717 in relief funding to 
21 families as of Thursday eve-
ning, while the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) has 
approved more than $1 million 
in loans for homeowners, rent-
ers and businesses in Wilson, 
Davidson and Putnam Counties.

“As far as the numbers go, we 
actually help more homeowners 
and renters,” SBA Public Affairs 
Specialist Carl Dombek said. 
“But businesses receive more of 
the money because they have to 
spend more on recovery.”

Those loans are meant specifi-
cally for tornado-related expens-
es, but Dombek said businesses 
have an economic recovery com-
ponent as well to help them stay 
afloat during the downturn.

“It’s also good to be able to 
come in and help people who 
are uninsured or underinsured,” 

Dombek said. “With these cen-
ters we can make it possible for 
them to rebuild from the torna-
do.”

The Tennessee Department of 
Health is also working to make it 
easier for survivors to find assis-
tance by waiving fees on replace-
ment birth certificates.

Residents affected by the tor-
nado may have lost their copies 
in the storm, and can request 
one replacement for each mem-
ber of a household at either the 

FEMA upgrades Wilson County tornado relief efforts 
Mt. Juliet and Lebanon gain Disaster Recovery Centers
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Like schools and businesses 
forced to close their doors during 
the coronavirus pandemic, some 
area churches have resorted to 
closing their buildings and holding 
Sunday worship services online — 
and even outside.

“We started last week, we’re 
doing everything online,” said Phil 
Wilson, lead pastor for The Bridge 
Fellowship. “Thankfully, we’re able 
to do that.”

College Hills Church of Christ 
in Lebanon and Mt. Juliet’s Victo-
ry Baptist Church have also gone 

Churches 
go viral to 
beat virus
Many services being 
conducted digitally
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ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

With the first case of COVID-19 
confirmed in Wilson County on 
Wednesday, the community is tak-
ing steps to protect its elderly pop-
ulation.

Adults 65 and older are at higher 
risk for severe illness due to the 
virus, and census data estimates 
that group makes up 15.7% of the 
county’s population.

The Lebanon Senior Citizens 
Center has been closed through 
April 1 as a result of the risk, but 
its employees are still working to 
provide food and comfort to elders 
at home.

“We’ve been texting, calling and 

Community 
ramps up 

senior 
outreach amid 

coronavirus 

Senior centers, 
groceries and more 

join effort
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Wilson County’s number of 
COVID-19 cases rose to three 
Friday, as local businesses and 
governments continued to 
make adjustments because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

According to the daily 2 p.m. 
report from the state Depart-
ment of Health, the state now 
has 228 cases, up from 154 on 
Thursday. The first Wilson 
County case was announced 
Wednesday, and was confirmed 
to be an office worker at local 
manufacturer Perma-Pipe.

Depar tment  o f  Hea l th 
spokesman Bill Christian said 
in an email message that he 
could not release information 
about the other two cases. Wil-
son County Health Department 
Director Tim Diffenderfer said 
the state was trying to identify 
those who may have come in 
contact with the infected peo-
ple.

Christian said there was cur-
rently one test site in Wilson 
County. Testing remains limit-
ed, and the department is tell-
ing people who feel sick to con-
tact their medical provider.

“If the provider completes an 
assessment and suspects coro-
navirus, they may contact the 
health department to discuss 
testing or use commercial lab 
testing as available,” Christian 
wrote in his email.

The coronavirus is having a 

major effect on business in Wil-
son County. Some restaurants 
have closed or are doing take-
out only. Small retailers have 
shut their doors. Even larger 
retailers have temporarily 
closed.

However, unlike other parts 
of the country, there has been 
no governmental mandate to 
close.

Just Friday, the city of Mt. 
Juliet sent out a letter that said, 
in part, “ ... please know your 
city has no intentions at this 
time to mandate the closure of 
any business or the shutting 
down of local government. 
That includes restaurants and 
businesses of any kind. We 
strongly encourage everyone 
to keep doing what you have 
been doing so well and that is to 
implement, follow and maintain 

stringent CDC guidelines .... 
Many businesses are open and 
need and deserve your patron-
age, so please do all you can to 
support them today and going 
forward.”

T h e  c i t y  o f  L e b a n o n 
announced Monday that it had 
no plans to order closures.

According to the Lebanon 
Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce, 21 of the about 
40 restaurants surveyed are 
still open for dining in. Those 
include such places as Demos 
and Waffle House. Those that 
are just take out include Split 
Bean Roasting and Whitt’s 
BBQ. Closed until fur ther 
notice are such places as Town 
Square Social and Painturos.

Businesses that can are limit-
ing their contact with the pub-
lic. Most banks in the county 

have closed their lobbies and 
are conduct ing business 
through drive-throughs only.

At the state level, Thurs-
day night the General Assem-
bly approved Gov. Bill Lee’s 
retooled version of the state’s 
estimated $39.8 billion fiscal 
year 2021.

The budget seeks to respond 
to a growing coronavirus pan-
demic while freeing up other 
funds to prepare for an expect-
ed economic storm.

“This is not the budget any of 
us anticipated passing,” Senate 
Finance Committee Chairman Bo 
Watson, R-Hixson, told the cham-
ber, noting that when lawmakers 
arrived in January he was con-
cerned that flush revenues would 
result in too much spending.

3 COVID-19 cases in county

State total jumps to 228; legislature OKs budget

James White 
enjoys a walk 

at Don Fox 
Community 

Park in Leba-
non on Thurs-

day afternoon. 
“Get out and 

get some sun,” 
White said. 

“You’ve got to 
get some fresh 

air. It’s a beauti-
ful place we 

have here.”
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A sign posted in front of one of 
the playgrounds at Don Fox Park 
tells visitors it is closed due to 
the coronavirus outbreak. Leba-
non city parks employees David 
Erie and Dwayne Grissim said 
some 10-12 children were play-
ing in the playground when the 
sign was posted and they were 
told to leave. The picnic pavilions 
are open at the public’s risk, but 
reservations have been canceled 
and are not being taken. They 
said a birthday party with 50 
people attending was canceled 
and the money refunded.
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