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Flu season is just around the corner in 
Wilson County, but there are lots of ways 
that the Tennessee Department of Health 
and Wilson County Health Department rec-
ommend fighting off the potentially deadly 
illness.

According to the Tennessee Department 

of Health, there have already been several 
reports of the flu and one pediatric death 
from the flu reported this season.

“There are tons of ways you can prevent 
the flu,” said Tim Diffenderfer, the director 
of the Wilson County Health Department. 
“For starters, just washing your hands and 
getting your flu shot.”

Michelle Fiscus, the medical director 
for the Tennessee Vaccine-Preventable Dis-
eases and Immunization Program at the 
Tennessee Department of Health, urges 
everybody to get a flu shot.

“Always get vaccinated,” Fiscus said. 
“Even if an individual still gets the flu, 

the vaccine makes it less likely they will 
become severely ill or die from the infec-
tion.”

Fiscus also reminds people that flu shots 
don’t only benefit the person receiving the 
shot, but also everyone around them.

“Some people cannot be vaccinated 
because they’re too young or they’re aller-
gic to the vaccine,” Fiscus said. “It’s impor-
tant that those who can be vaccinated get 
vaccinated. Even if someone thinks they 
don’t need to be protected, someone else is 
depending on them to get vaccinated.”
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Flu season just around the corner
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State is reporting  
several cases already

T
here’s a hidden treasure 
in Lebanon. It’s hidden in 
plain sight, and while it’s 

not a secret, it’s also not well 
known. It’s the Wilson County 
Archives, a vast repository 
of records, photos and 
miscellany.

The custodian is Linda 
Granstaff, who has been 
director of the archives for 21 
years and has painstakingly 
built up the collection.

“A lot of people don’t know 
what we have here,” Granstaff 
said. “That we have a working 
archives. A lot of counties don’t 
have the money to finance an 
archive.”

Here is just a sampling of 
what’s in the building at 111 
S. College St. in Lebanon: 
mortgage deeds 1829-1931, 
school records 1928-1971, 
mineral, oil and gas leases 
1902-1980, Circuit Court 
minute books 1810-1982, 
Circuit Court case files, 
probate deeds 1843-1947, 
records of elections 1884-1928, 
birth records 1881-1886 and 
1907-1912, death records 
1907-1912 and 1925-1939, 
will books and original wills 
1802-1964 and marriages, 
including licenses and bonds 
1802-1953.

Granstaff joined the 
archives just three years 
after it was established. A 
history buff herself, and a 
member of the one of the 
first families of Tennessee, 
she had done volunteer 
research at the local library 

and courthouse for years. She 
took classes from the state 
on archival management and 
at Cumberland University on 
records management.

“I’ve always loved history,” 
she said. “Both mine and my 
husband’s families came here 
in the late 1700s. Gannons and 
Granstaffs were early settlers.”

The archives got a huge 
boost in 2006 when a $416,000 
from the late William Gwynne 
Baird provided the funds to 
remodel the building and 
create a temperature and 
humidity controlled vault to 
house many of the records. 
Today, a small room is 
dedicated to Baird and his 
family, and includes photos and 
other items.
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A HIDDEN TREASURE
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Linda Granstaff has been director of the Wilson County Archives since 1998.

Granstaff displays a marriage document from 1802.

Wilson County Archives 
offers an invaluable 

trove of records

The ninth annual Ghosts in 
the Grove event will be taking 
place at Fiddlers Grove Histori-
cal Village on Saturday from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.

“This event is really fun for 
everyone and there’s something 
for ever y age to enjoy,” said 
Gwen Scott, the coordinator 
for Fiddlers Grove. “We’ll have 
bonfires going to keep every-
one warm but we still want to 
make sure everyone dresses for  
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Ninth 
annual 

Ghosts in 
the Grove 

on Saturday
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The Lebanon Special School 
District’s newest facility is going 
to cost nearly twice as much as 
the last school the district built.

“Winfree Br yant (Middle 
School) was completed in 2010 
and that’s our newest school 
right now. The budget for that 
was $16 million,” said district 
Director Scott Benson. “The 
construction and architecture 
budget for Jones Brummett is 
approximately $30 million.”
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Site prep 
underway 
for Jones 

Brummett 
Elementary

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
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School will cost 
nearly twice that  
of last one built

Event serves as 
fundraiser for 

historical village
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