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SPORTS. NOW.
CU football picked seventh 

in the Mid-South Conference 

Bluegrass Division.A675 cents

CORRECTION
An article on Page A1 

Thursday incorrectly reported 

that under the 2019-20 budget, 

Wilson County Schools teachers 

would be getting raises of 

$1,000 to $5,000, depending on 

years of experience. Teachers will 

be getting performance based 

raises ranging from $400 to 

$1,100. Also, classified personnel 

will not be getting a 1% across-

the-board raise. Some, but not 

all, classified employees will see 

an increase based on experience.

Vanderbilt University Medi-
cal Center plans to invest 
about $15 million “very quick-
ly” in upgrading what is now 
Vanderbilt Wilson County 

Hospital and what was known 
as Tennova Healthcare-Leba-
non.

VUMC’s acquisi t ion of 
the hospital was announced 
in March and became final 
Thursday. Vanderbilt has big 
plans for the hospital, which 

i n c l u d e s  t h e 
245-bed main 
campus on West 
Baddour Park-
way and a satel-
lite facility on 
Park Avenue, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o 
Dr. C. Wright 
Pinson, deputy 
CEO and chief health system 
officer for VUMC.

“We will need to invest in 

the plant and 
fac i l i t ies  and 
new programs 
and other new 
e q u i p m e n t , ” 
said Pinson.

“It’ll be some-
thing like $15 
million we know 
we’re going to 

have to spend very quickly.”

SEE VANDERBILT/PAGE A3

Vanderbilt plans to invest 
$15M in Lebanon hospital
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Additional programs, equipment, 
and physicians in the works

The Lebanon City Council 
discussed the purchase of a bill-
board among other items during 
a works session Thursday.

Mayor Bernie Ash said he 
would like to put up a billboard for 
the city of Lebanon touting that it 
is the birthplace of Cracker Barrel 
and home to various attractions 
like the veterans museum, Fid-
dlers Grove and the Wilson Coun-
ty Fair and Expo Center.

“I talked with Cracker Barrel. 
They’ll let us use their logo but 
they won’t pay anything. Every-
body else, Wilson County Promo-
tions, the veterans office, the expo 
center and Fiddlers Grove will 
help us share the cost,” Ash said.

Councilor Jeni Lind Brink-
man said she was hesitant to give 
Cracker Barrel free advertising 
and suggested a different focus 
for the billboard.

“I just wonder if a dif ferent 
twist could be ‘home of the state’s 
largest county fair,’ because that’s 
what a lot of visitors come for,” 
Brinkman said.

The billboard would be up for 
a year and cost $12,700.

“I don’t have a problem with 
it, I just wonder if while we’re in 
the spin cycle for a PR person if 
we shouldn’t give that to the PR 
person to kind of roll with,” Coun-
cilor Camille Burdine said.

Ash said that Cracker Barrel is 
part of Lebanon’s claim to fame.

“Ever ybody in the countr y 
pretty much knows what Cracker 
Barrel is, but they don’t know the 
connection between Lebanon and 
Cracker Barrel,” Ash said.

SEE BILLBOARD/PAGE A2

Lebanon eyes 
‘birthplace 

of…’ billboard
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Agenda includes 
impact fee increase

U.S. Rep. John Rose, R-Cookev-
ille, who is in his first term, spoke 
to members of the Lebanon Wilson 
County Chamber of Commerce at a 
luncheon on Wednesday.

He touched on a number of topics 
ranging from the budget deficit to 
election meddling.

Rose spoke of the positive and neg-
ative elements working with others in 

his party and across party lines.
“When you hear people say it will 

take an act of Congress, you think 
it’s difficult and might take a while,” 
he said. “I have a new appreciation 
for that. Indeed, changing our gov-
ernment takes an act of Congress. 
And it should. One of the things I 
find myself most frustrated by in 
Washington is that there are people 
who try to get around that.”

The executive branch, and judg-

es, “often look for way to get around 
it taking an act of Congress, and I’m 
not sure that is in our best interest,” 
he said.

SEE ROSE/PAGE A3

Sixth District’s Rose speaks to chamber crowd on Wednesday
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U.S. Rep. John Rose, R-Cookeville, 
speaks to the crowd during a  

luncheon hosted by the Lebanon  
Wilson County Chamber of  
Commerce on Wednesday.

Photo by Angie Mayes

Columnist Carl 
Leubsdorf talks about 
why Democrats’ big 
ideas are unlikely to 
become reality
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Congressman addresses array of issues

Mike Alexieff • Lebanon Democrat

Sam Houston Elementary School Principal Beth Allison high-fives kindergarten stu-
dents as they await dismissal at the end of first day of school Thursday. The kids were 
wearing paper hats that read, “I rocked the first day of kindergarten!”

Take 22,000 students, more than 2,000 
teachers and thousands of support staff, tell 
them they have to be somewhere at 7:50 a.m. 
Then reverse the process seven hours later.

That’s what happened on the first day of the 
2019-20 school year in Wilson County on Thurs-
day, and by all accounts it all went smoothly.

“We had a great first day yesterday,” Leba-
non Special School District Director Scott Ben-
son said. “We had lots of happy faces — stu-
dents, parents and teachers.”

Donna Wright, director of Wilson Coun-
ty Schools, said, “I always ask for a first-day 
review from principals at the end of the day, 
and they have all been consistent that it has 
been the best first day, ever.”

Benson and Wright acknowledged what Ben-
son called “glitches” in the afternoon, which 
generally involved confusion over whether kids 
were riding the buses or being picked up by par-
ents, but that is typical early in the school year.

At the LSSD’s Sam Houston Elementary 
School, the first day of school was Beth Alli-
son’s first school day as principal.

“It’s been a very smooth day,” she said. 
“One of the smoothest I’ve ever had. That’s due 
to all the hard work of the teachers.”

Allison, whose maiden name is Oldham, grew 
up in Lebanon and attended LSSD schools. All 
staff wore T-shirts Thursday with the theme she 
has chosen for the year: “Oh the places we’ll go.”

She said the school will be one of “high 
expectations, high rigor and high energy.”

For Keisha Driver Binion, Thursday was her 
first day as a teacher.

“It was more chaotic than I expected,” said 
Binion, who is teaching first grade. “But it was 
fun. It was a joy getting to know my students.  

SEE SCHOOL/PAGE A5

Wilson County kids back in school
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Districts report generally 
smooth opening day
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