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Wilson County Schools will 
require all students, teachers and 
staff to wear face masks or shields 
when school resumes on a hybrid 
schedule Aug. 17.

The decision was made during 
Monday’s school board meeting, 
which also saw an ethics complaint 
against board member Wayne 
McNeese resolved.

The mask issue was not on 

the agenda, but was brought up 
by board member Chad Karl in 
light of Monday’s decision by Wil-
son County Mayor Randall Hutto 
to extend the countywide mask 
mandate to Aug. 29 and Friday’s 
statement by Gov. Bill Lee urging 
schools to require masks.

The board’s action requires stu-
dents of all ages to wear masks 
when on school property, including 
buses. Exceptions will be allowed 
for medical reasons and will be 

considered on a case-by-case basis, 
WCS Director Donna Wright indi-
cated.

Karl originally asked for a 
mask mandate in July, but the 
board rejected the motion, large-
ly because there was no state or 
county mask mandate. Since 
then, Lee gave county mayors the 
authority to mandate masks. On 
Friday, Lee extended that authority 
to Aug. 29, which Hutto did.

The county mandate, under the 
governor’s authority, eliminated 
the concern that the school dis-
trict did not have the legal ability to 

issue a mandate.
Board attorney Mike Jennings 

said during Monday’s discussion 
that state Attorney General Her-
bert Slatery’s opinion that mask 
mandates are constitutionally 
defensible and the governor’s 
statement Friday give the district 
“a lot of cover” to issue a mandate.

Karl’s motion Monday original-
ly called for a mandate “in areas 
where social distancing can’t be 
maintained.” However, board 
member Bill Robinson argued that 
creating exceptions to the mandate 
would make enforcement difficult.

“I think if we’re going to 
require masks, then we need 
to require masks. We’re either 
in or out,” Robinson said. “I’m 
not going to vote for a nuanced 
thing.”

The motion to require masks 
passed 5-2, with McNeese and 
board member Kimberly McGee 
voting no.

Monday’s meeting also saw the 
resolution of an ethics complaint 
filed by board secretary Sherrie 
Hyder in May against McNeese.

Wilson County Schools mandates masks
Ethics complaint against McNeese resolved
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Wilson County residents 
have one more chance to cast 
their votes in several local 
elections before the polls 
close today.

Eighteen voting locations 
across the county will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
for Election Day, following 
a record turnout of 15,418 
during the early voting peri-
od.

Contested races in Wilson 
County include four Wilson 
County Board of Education 
seats, one Lebanon Spe-
cial School District board 
seat and the 15th Judicial 
District’s Division II circuit 
court judgeship. For a full list 
of candidates as well as the 

addresses of voting sites, go 
to www.wilsonelections.com.

Also driving interest in the 
election is the increasing-
ly competitive Republican 
U.S. Senate primary contest 
between former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Japan Bill Hagerty 
and orthopedic trauma sur-
geon Manny Sethi.

While Hager ty took an 
early lead after receiving 
President Donald Trump’s 
endorsement last year, recent 
polls show Sethi within strik-
ing distance. Both candidates 
recently held events in Wil-
son County, and the race has 
entered the national spotlight 
as their campaigns ramp up 
the attack ads.

Politicians are also close-
ly eying the contest, with sit-
ting Republican senators as 
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The Lebanon City Council’s 
level of communication with 
the public was called into ques-
tion during its meeting Tues-
day after developers pulled a 
request to rezone property on 
Leeville Road to build an asphalt 
plant for the second time.

Several area residents called 
into the electronic meeting 
expecting the council to vote on 
the item and expressed frustra-
tions with the process during a 
public hearing.

“The only way I found out 
about this was the public sign 
was hidden in the brush,” Jerry 
Caires said. “The actual copy 
of the proposal, I found it in the 
ditch in the rain and I brought 
it home and dried it out so that 
I could read it. I understand 
that’s compliant with proper 
legal notification … but maybe 

you guys could put like a plas-
tic pouch that protects the pro-
posal so people going by can 
actually read it and put it back 
in the pouch, rather than the 
rain washing it into the ditch as 
garbage.”

Caires and other residents 
who spoke oppose the rezon-
ing based on concerns such as 
air and noise pollution, proper-
ty values and road safety. That 
pushback has seen the item 
deferred twice since the Leba-
non Planning Commission rec-
ommended denial in December 
2019.

“After three times of defer-
ring, we usually ask them 
to start over again,” Planning 
Director Paul Corder said. “So 
if they defer one more time, our 
request is going to be that they 
start over with the planning 
commission, but there is no 
timeframe.”

The city will hold another 
public hearing if the developer 
returns with the item, but citi-
zens are worried they may not 
know about it in time to com-
ment.
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Lebanon’s mayoral race has a 
field of four after artist-actor John 
DeMoor collected enough sig-
natures to launch his campaign 
throughout July.

DeMoor joins Lebanon Mayor 
Bernie Ash, Cumberland Univer-
sity professor Rick Bell and former 
city councilor Rob Cesternino in 
the contest, which will be decided 
on Nov. 3.

“There is a cancer of corruption 

in the Lebanon 
city politics and 
I want to stop it,” 
DeMoor said. “I’ve 
been fighting it as 
a citizen for five-
and-a-half years, 
and all three of my 
opponents during 
this five-and-a-half 

years have been on the council, 
and one as mayor, and I have 
taken this issue to the council and 
to the mayor and nothing’s been 

done about it.”
DeMoor cited a November 2014 

council decision that created a his-
toric district on Greenlawn Drive, 
which he said violates the Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 because 
there are no historic structures 
along the street. DeMoor is a cur-
rent resident of Greenlawn Drive 
and was living there at the time of 
the decision.

The ordinance is available on 

Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Traffic travels north along the U.S. 231 bridge over Spring Creek just north of Carroll-Oakland School on 
Wednesday. Repairs to the structure are nearing completion after eight months of work. Crews have poured 
new concrete decks and installed new beams and pier caps. The work, as well as repairs to the U.S. 231 
bridge over the Cumberland River, is ahead of schedule. When it started in December, the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Transportation estimated the project would be completed in November. Workers on the scene 
Wednesday said they expect the Spring Creek bridge to be done by the end of the month. On the Cumber-
land River bridge, crews this week have removed some of the dividers narrowing the lanes. The cost for the 
repairs to the two bridges is $2.09 million.

Bridge work nearly done

DeMoor emphasizes ethics in 
upcoming mayoral campaign 
Artist-actor joins three others in Lebanon race

John DeMoor

Last call: Wilson 
County elections 

ending today 
Residents can go to any 
of 18 voting locations

City Council’s public 
communication called 

into question at meeting
Residents struggle 

to keep up with 
zoning process
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