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The Capitol Theatre was filled with music on 
Saturday afternoon as Lebanon residents cele-
brated Black History Month by learning about 
the lives of two Wilson County natives who were 
members of the original Fisk Jubilee Singers.

“Anything that’s played in the history of our 
community is important to me,” Lebanon resident 

Denise League said. “With the groundwork that’s 
been laid for those of us who live here now, it’s 
good to give honor to those who came before us.”

Thomas Rutling and Maggie Porter were both 
born into slavery in Wilson County. They both 
attended Fisk University and eventually became 
members of the Fisk Jubilee Singers after graduation.

Porter was 8 years old when she was brought to 
Nashville in 1861 with her family by slave owner 
Henry Frazier. When Frazier left in 1862 as Union 
soldiers were closing in, he left the residence with 
Porter and her mother.
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Students at Green Hill High 
School spent a class period last 
week collecting evidence and 
speaking to witnesses along-
side Mt. Juliet Police Depart-
ment detectives.

The investigative ser vices 
division of the Mt. Juliet Police 
Department conducted a mock 
crime scene for criminal justice 
students at GHHS to prepare 
them for an upcoming compe-
tition.

Vickie Smith, the crimi-

nal justice teacher at GHHS, 
reached out to the depar t-
ment about interacting with 
her classes this semester. The 
mock crime scene that was 
set up by the Mt. Juliet Police 
Department was a part of the 
class.

“They set up an incident 
outside in the common area at 
GHHS that had some evidence 
left behind,” Mt. Juliet Police 
Department Public Informa-
tion Of ficer Tyler Chandler 
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Not a month goes by where 
someone doesn’t tell Leba-
non Senior Center Director 
Patti Watts that the center has 
saved their life.

“The majority of our group, 
their spouses have passed 
away,” Watts said.  “Their 
children are grown, and their 

grandchildren are grown. 
They don’t have a purpose. 
They come to the center, 
and they find purpose. They 
volunteer. They help. They 
engage themselves in what’s 
going on there, and they 
become much happier.”

When the center was closed 
due to the pandemic, Watts 
said that she saw a decline in 

the health of the senior mem-
bers of the community.

“Once we opened back 
up, and they began to come 
back and be together and 
laugh again and find that 
spirit again, their health has 
increased tremendously,” 
Watts said “I’ve been able to 
witness that first-hand. The 
isolation was terrible on the 
senior population.”
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There will be a transition 
out of various states of public 
health emergencies in relation to 
COVID-19 on May 11.

Wilson County and Trousdale 
County Public Health Coun-
ty Director Adalber to Valdez 
announced the transition via 
email on Thursday. Beginning 
on March 1, COVID-19 PCR 
testing at the county health 
departments will only be avail-
able for primary care patients. 
Vaccinations will remain avail-
able to the general public from 
8:30 a.m. until 9:45 a.m. at the 
health department on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.

With nearly 270 million Amer-
icans receiving at least one dose 
of a COVID-19 vaccine, Valdez 
said that the spread of vacci-
nation and testing services to 
supermarket pharmacies like 
Walgreens, Publix, and CVS was 
an important part of making this 
transition possible.

“We have the supermarket 
pharmacies getting on board,” 
Valdez said. “When we started 
the pandemic, they weren’t real-
ly on board. The brunt of it was 
on the health departments. Now 
that we have them and the pri-
vate sector helping us out, we 
have widespread services.”

Valdez said that Wilson Coun-
ty has the tools it needs to 
manage COVID-19. The health 

LEARNING TO INVESTIGATE

Green Hill High School students 
take in mock crime scene

Photos submitted

Mt. Juliet Police Department Detective Jacob Dean (right) reviewed the steps of processing a crime scene before teams of Green Hill High 
School students demonstrated what they’d learned in criminal justice class at a mock crime scene set up on the GHHS campus.

In a commons area at Green Hill High School, the investigative ser-
vices division of the Mt. Juliet Police Department set up a mock 
crime scene with evidence left behind for criminal justice students 
to process.

Lebanon Senior center ‘saves lives’

Area’s elderly find community together

The commu-
nity came 

out to sup-
port the 

Lebanon 
Senior Cen-

ter on Satur-
day night to 
fundraise so 

that they 
can contin-
ue provid-

ing pro-
grams to the 
community.
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The history of song
Lebanon celebrates 2 of the 
original Fisk Jubilee Singers

Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

Amid a soundtrack of the Fisk Jubilee Singers’ music, historian Taylor 
Means told the story of Maggie Porter, a freed slave from Wilson Coun-
ty who became one of the group’s original sopranos. SEE HISTORY/PAGE A4

SEE COVID-19/PAGE A4 SEE LEARNING/PAGE A4

SEE ELDERLY/PAGE A4
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