
$1

Columnist Pat Buchanan 

wonders how far we will 

go in removing statue  

of historical figures.

Page B1

Classifieds .......................................................B2

Comics .............................................................B7

Editorial ...........................................................B1

Obituaries.......................................................A3

Television ................................................... B4-5

Naidene Dixon, Martha Ann 

Tisdale, Martha Duvene Bailey, 

Daisy Sandra McGinnis, David 

Marshall Stroupe

Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE VIEWS. NOW.

 n n

CONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

lebanondemocrat.com.

C

lebanondemocrat.com.

n n

LEBANON 
DEMOCRAT

SATURDAY-

SUNDAY
June 13-14, 2020
lebanondemocrat.com

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County School board 
member Wayne McNeese has 
been accused of sexual harass-
ment, a charge he said is politi-
cally motivated.

Sherrie Hyder, the district’s 
board secretary, filed the com-

plaint May 28. In it, she said 
that McNeese asked her for a 
“tongue kiss” as he entered the 
board room for the May 4 meet-
ing. He then made a similar 
comment later, she said.

McNeese does not deny mak-
ing the comment, but said it 
was made in jest.

“It was a joke,” he said. “I’m 
not going to sexually harass 
someone in front of my wife.”

Hyder ’ s  compla in t  says 
McNeese’s wife, Pam, was there 
when he made the comment, as 
well as school district employ-
ees Brittany Bills and Kristy 
Groce.

“Mr. McNeese asked for a 
‘tongue kiss’ in front of these 
ladies,” Hyder wrote. “I was 
star tled and told him to go 
away.”

McNeese said that Hyder 
called him four days after the 
board meeting and said that if 
he resigned, “this will go away.”

Hyder did not respond to 
voicemails and an email seeking 
comment Thursday and Friday.

“This is  what this is  al l 
about, to get me off the board,” 
McNeese said, adding that “it’s 
an attack against me because I 
don’t go along to get along. Five 
(board members) will do abso-
lutely anything Donna (WCS 
Director Donna Wright) wants.”

During recent board meet-
ings regarding the budget, 
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Vanderbilt Wilson County 
Hospital has been offering elec-
tive surgeries again for roughly 
a month, and staff says there 
have been no issues with bed 
space or resources despite 
COVID-19.

Associate Chief Medical Offi-
cer Adam Huggins credits part 
of that success to ongoing com-
munity blood drives hosted by 
Blood Assurance.

“We started those related to 
COVID-19 because there was a 
concern people would not turn 
out, and we wanted to make 
sure blood banks in the region 
were well stocked,” he said. 
“We’ve been fortunate that ours 
have not dropped to a critical 
level. A lot of this was a precau-
tion, but because it’s been suc-
cessful we’ve seen continued 
safe and high quality care, and 
not had to turn people away.”

Blood Assurance has been 
holding its standard blood 

drives by appointment this 
month, but the organization 
is also working with hos-
pitals to collect convales-
cent plasma from recovered  

COVID-19 patients.
Those appointments are 

scheduled separately from 
the blood drives as part of a 
potential FDA treatment for the 

virus, and interested donors 
can visit https://www.bloodas 
surance.org/covidplasma.

Vanderbilt: Community blood drives 
are key in coronavirus-era surgeries

Blood Assurance 
seeks plasma 

donors to fight 
virus itself
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Blood Assurance team leader Shawne Bond, right, prepares to take a donation from Mt. Juliet High 
School alumna Daryn Engstrom during a community blood drive at Vanderbilt Wilson County Hos-
pital on Wednesday.
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The Lebanon City Council dis-
cussed approving a citywide payroll 
study during a work session Thurs-
day, but officials intend to wait until 
the budget process ends before  
voting.

Human Resources Director Sylvia 
Reichle estimated the analysis would 
cost $8,000 to $9,000, but implemen-
tation would be a larger expense 
because some city pay scales are 
below market value. A full price tag 
is unknown, but the Lebanon Police 
Department alone is estimated at 
$135,000.

“What we’re asking is if we want to 
do that, if this is an appropriate time,” 
she said. “It could take up to six 
months to actually do the full study, 
and then be able to make a determi-
nation then what actions may need to 
taken if any, and whether or not the 
funding will be available to do that.”
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The Lebanon Farmers’ Market has 
a new set of handcrafted picnic tables 
thanks to LHS rising junior Jedidiah 
Brenner’s Eagle Scout project.

Brenner, a Life Scout with Leba-
non’s Troop 246, completed the 
project in March but had to wait 
until Thursday to deliver the tables 
because of COVID-19 restrictions.

“This is for anyone that wants to 
come out to the Farmers’ Market,” 
he said. “It’s a place where kids can 
sit down if they’re on a field trip, or 

where people can eat after they get 
done shopping.”

Brenner’s project is also part of a 
long-term goal for the Lebanon Beau-
tification Commission to create a 
walking tour through the market. He 
wanted to meet a local need with his 
work, and connected with the com-
mission after asking around.

“They came out and I met him 
and his parents, and they showed us 
some pictures of the plans they were 
going to work off of,” Beautification 
Commission Chair Patsy Anderson 
said. “Thanks to the city, we were 
able to supply them with what they 
needed to complete the project.”

Eagle Scout project works toward city’s vision for farmers market 
Brenner leads team in 
building picnic tables 
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Life Scout Jedidiah Brenner, seated at left, donates three picnic tables to the Lebanon Farmers’ 
Market after leading a team to build them for his Eagle Scout project.SEE SCOUT/PAGE A7

SEE DRIVES/PAGE A7

WCS board member McNeese faces ethics complaint
District employee says comment was sexual harassment

City council 
considers 

funding payroll 
study after 
budgeting 

Implementation costs 
estimated at $135K for 

PD, full price tag unclear
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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