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As a new more contagious 
strain of COVID-19 rips through 
the US, concerns are being 
raised at every level of govern-
ment about how best to tackle the 
surge.

Sounding the alarm over the 
Delta variant led several lawmak-
ers to reverse course and urge 
their constituents to get vacci-

nated. Earlier this week, several 
members of Republican leader-
ship in the Tennessee Senate 
signed a letter encouraging just 
that.

“Dear Tennesseans, although 
we have made progress, COVID-
19 is not over,” began the letter, 
which was signed by 16 of 27 
Republican senators.

It went on to say, “A strong 
majority of these cases are among 

those who are not vaccinated, and 
virtually all of those currently hos-
pitalized with COVID-19 have not 
been vaccinated. We strongly urge 
Tennesseans who do not have a 
religious objection or a legitimate 
medical issue to get vaccinated.”

The state of ficials’ urgency 
comes against an ominous trend 
being observed around the state. 
On Monday alone, the state of 
Tennessee reported 3,574 new 

cases, with 67 of those coming in 
Wilson County.

State Sen. Mark Pody, R-Leb-
anon, was not among the letter’s 
signatories. On Wednesday, he 
said that it was because he had 
been out of town when the letter 
was drafted.

When asked if he agreed with 
the points made in the letter, he 
said he did to a certain extent, but 
that he might have tweaked the 
wording in some places.

He boiled it down to this, “I 
think that everyone who thinks 

it’s the right move should get vac-
cinated.”

The senator also said that he 
believes the vaccine should be 
easily accessible and free, going 
so far as to offer his assistance 
in scheduling an appointment for 
anyone unsure of how to do so. 
His number in Nashville is 615-
741-2421.

Cur rently, the vaccine is 
being offered by the Tennessee 
Department of Health at no cost.

BY MIGUEL DETILLIER
FOR THE MT. JULIET NEWS

The Mt. Juliet Board of Com-
missioners approved an entry 
plan for the Mt. Juliet Communi-
ty Center in an effort to restrict 
use to local residents.

Among the provisions of the 
plan are a requirement to show 
proof of Wilson County residen-
cy to qualify for membership and 
a new annual fee was established. 
The changes take effect Aug. 9.

City Manager Kenny Martin 
said the city has witnessed sever-
al disturbances at the community 
center’s basketball gym, includ-
ing an armed incident on June 
28. That incident prompted the 
Mt. Juliet Parks and Recreation 
Department to establish new 
rules.

“We had a lot of folks coming 
(from) outside of Wilson County 
that were both patronizing our 
gym and making our citizens feel 
secondary,” said Martin.

Parks Director Rocky Lee 
said that 50 to 70 people would 
be inside MJCC’s basketball 
gym every day, and that a third 
of those would be coming from 
nearby areas like Antioch and 
Hermitage. Lee said that forces 
Wilson County residents to sign 
a waiting list to gain access to the 
gym.

District 2 Commissioner Bill 
Trivett said the Parks and Rec-
reation Board tried to make the 
plan as affordable as possible. 
Patrons will have two options: 
Pay an annual fee of $100 that is 
good for the entire family for a 
year; or pay a $20 registration fee 

BY LISA MASCARO                             
AND KEVIN FREKING

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Republicans reached a deal with 
Democrats on Wednesday over 
major outstanding issues in a  

$1 trillion infrastructure pack-
age, ready to begin consider-
ation of a key part of President 
Joe Biden’s agenda.

Lead GOP negotiator Sen. 
Rob Portman of Ohio made the 
announcement at the Capitol, 

flanked by four other Republi-
can senators who have been in 
talks with Democrats and the 
White House on the bipartisan 
package.

“We now have an agreement 
on the major issues,” Portman 

said. “We are prepared to move 
forward.”

Asked about the agreement 
during a tour of a truck plant in 
Pennsylvania, Biden expressed 
approval.

“I feel confident about it,” he 
said.

For days, senators and the 

White House have worked to sal-
vage the bipartisan deal, a key 
part of Biden’s agenda.

The outcome will set the stage 
for the next debate over Biden’s 
much more ambitious $3.5 tril-
lion spending package, a strictly 

Mt. Juliet  
to charge 
for usage 
of gym

Entry plan also 
calls for proof of 
county residency

Senate ready to move ahead on $1 trillion infrastructure bill
Republicans, Democrats reach deal, say package paid for

Getting ready for the fair

Above: Crew members from 
ADC Inc. in Lebanon prepare 

to pave a portion of the 
grounds at the Wilson Coun-
ty Ag Center on Wednesday 

to get ready for the Wilson 
County Fair-Tennessee State 

Fair, which begins on Aug. 
12. This is the first year that 

Wilson County’s signature 
event will be combined with 

the state fair.

Right: Pete Nanney, a mem-
ber of the maintenance 

team at the Wilson County 
Ag Center, paints a ceramic 

cow in front of the Rabbit 
and Poultry Barn on 

Wednesday. Nanney said 
the cow had been painted 

several times in various 
fashions over the years, 

including in a football jersey, 
but this year they opted for 

a more traditional look.
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Local officials brace for latest COVID-19 surge
No change of plans yet for schools’ opening

SEE SURGE/PAGE A7
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