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In a packed town meeting hall, 
parents of Wilson United soccer 
players cheered as the Lebanon 
City Council approved the first 
reading of an ordinance to set 

aside funding for a multisports 
complex inside the city.

Justin Harris and his wife, 
Tiffany, have spent many game 
days at the cur rent soccer 
fields by the Lebanon Munici-
pal Airport. Their children — 

11-year-old Matilda, 8-year-old 
Miles and 6-year-old Micah — all 
play soccer.

“It’s exciting,” Harris said. 
“We’re ready to see it. The 
fields where we have been 
have been great, but we need 
more fields, and we just need 
better quality fields. This is 
going to do that.”

Soccer families rejoice  
as city approves complex

$15 million project adds fields and 
walking trail to local amenity offerings

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson United soccer players and their families sat in on the Lebanon 
City Council meeting on Tuesday. The city approved plans for a sports 
complex that will expand the number of fields the soccer league has to 
play on.
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A
s of last Friday, Tennessee 
became the first state to make it a 
felony to camp on public property.

Individuals dealing with homeless-
ness say that it’s just the latest attempt 
to kick them while they are down, while 
public officials are unsure of how the 

law will even be enforced.
For one Lebanon native, the law’s 

passage represents a breach of God’s 
instruction.

“Deuteronomy 15:7 says that if you see 
a poor man on the street, you are sup-
posed to help him out,” said Chris Smith, 
who never goes anywhere without his 
Bible.

He was sitting in Don Fox Community 
Park one day when a man and woman 
walked by.

“They saw me and said, ‘He’s a bum,’ 
when all I was doing was sitting there 
reading the Bible,” Smith said. “They 
don’t know what is going on. They don’t 
even bother to ask me what’s going on.”

A kick when they’re down

Locals react to law criminalizing homelessness

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat 

Guests at Compassionate Hands Ministries in Lebanon go through food bags provided by the organization on Tuesday. Those cur-
rently dealing with homelessness wonder why the state would pass a law that kicks them when they are already down.
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Ambulatory services in Mt. Juliet will 
soon be conducted exclusively by the city 
in a move that the fire chief says is needed 
with so much growth between the lakes.

Fire Department of Mt. Juliet Chief 
Jamie Luffman said in a phone call on 
Tuesday that the move, which was formal-
ly approved by the Mt. Juliet City Com-
mission during its budgetary procedures 
last month, will better serve the residents 
of the city.

“We have gone from 28,000 (residents) 
10 years ago to 40,000 today,” Luffman 
said. “That has increased our calls for ser-
vice to well over 3,600 calls, and greater 
than 85% of those are medical calls requir-
ing ambulance transport.”

The move will amend the existing 
relationship between Mt. Juliet and the 
Wilson County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (WEMA).

“The responsibility of (WEMA) is to 
take care of the entire county,” Luf f-
man said. “Unfortunately, they have a 
high percentage of their business right 
here in Mt. Juliet due to the expansive 
growth.”

Luffman indicated optimism that the 
move will alleviate that burden by put-
ting the emergency resources squarely 
inside the city limits. He outlined what 
that would look like.

“Our plan is to have four ambulances 
in the city of Mt. Juliet,” Luffman said. 
“There will be three 911 ambulances, 
one in each of our three stations. Those 
ambulances will be working 911 calls.”

In addition to the three emergency 
ambulances, Mt. Juliet will also obtain-
ing an ambulance for non-emergency 
situations.

Keeping it 
in-house

Mt. Juliet prepares  
to take over emergency 

transportation in the city
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The Mt. Juliet Help Center is 
about to be a little bigger, but it’s 
going to help their services a lot.

The center officially broke ground 
on an expansion project at its facil-
ity that director Carolyn Smith 
explained will help return services 
to pre-pandemic norms.

Although the center is currently 
2,400 square feet, Smith indicated 
that much of that space is just being 
used for storage. Additionally, the 
space that once housed the center’s 
area to pick up donated clothing has 
not been able to serve that function 
since the pandemic began.

“When our building is done, we 
will be able to offer clothing again, 
which we have done in the past,” 
Smith said. “When the pandemic 
happened we were closed to foot 
traffic. We never stopped doing food 
orders or assisting with utilities, but 

Mt. Juliet Help Center gets a helping hand of its own
Large donation by local church  

helped kick-start facility expansion

The Mt. Juliet Help Center expansion project is officially underway after a ground-
breaking last week. The center’s director, Carolyn Smith, indicated  they would be 
nowhere near where they are now without a large donation from a local church.
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