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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first in a 

series of articles examining the city of 

Lebanon’s new comprehensive plan.

Growth is the name of the game in 
Lebanon, and the playbook for man-
aging it could come before the city 
council in just a few months.

The Lebanon Forward 2040 Com-
prehensive Plan would be the city’s 
first since 1984 and began its develop-
ment process in late 2017. Residents 
can attend a virtual open house and 
weigh in online at https://prospect-
hilldigital.com/Lebanon/ throughout 
the month.

Everything from economic devel-
opment to parks and recreation is cov-
ered in the document, but the back-
bone is a large-scale update to the 
city’s Future Land Use Plan. City offi-
cials are hoping its zoning changes in 
key areas can transform the city into a 
thriving entertainment hub.

“That’s something we heard over 
and over again,” Lebanon Planning 
Director Paul Corder said. “’We need 
more things to do in Lebanon, we 
need more restaurants, we want more 

activities,’ so there’s areas where 
that’s appropriate, and when you want 
those you need to have the rooftops in 
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The Lebanon City Coun-
cil is scheduled to hold a 
first reading vote on the 
South Hartmann Gateway 
Overlay, a design guide 
aimed at promoting eco-
nomic development in that 
area, at its meeting Tues-
day.

South Hartmann is one 
of four areas the city hopes 
to grow into activity centers 

as part of the 2040 Compre-
hensive Plan. The section 
of the roadway near Leba-
non High School in partic-
ular remains largely unde-
veloped despite relatively 
high traffic levels.

“The South Hartmann 
Gateway study, obviously, 
has been a big effort that 
we’ve been working on for 
a while,” Lebanon Planning 
Director Paul Corder said. 

City council to vote 
on South Hartmann 

Gateway Overlay 
Design guide part of Lebanon’s 

2040 Comprehensive Plan 

City sees entertainment in its future
Plan guides development to certain areas
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The South Hartmann Gateway near Interstate 40 is among the major areas 
Lebanon hopes to build into an economic activity center through the 2040 
Comprehensive Plan. Large sections of undeveloped land near Lebanon High 
School and the Hartmann Central development currently line the roadway 
despite its relatively high traffic count.
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Women in the U.S. will 
mark a century of voting 
rights on Tuesday, and Wil-
son County is hosting two 
exhibitions next week to cel-
ebrate those who fought for 
them.

The centennial carries a 
special significance for Ten-
nessee, as the final state to 
ratify the 19th Amendment 
before its adoption.

“The Hermitage Hotel was 
the hotbed of the lobbying 
efforts, and Tennessee was 
the 36th state to make it,” 
Alexa Moscardelli of His-
torical Associates of Wilson 
County said. “It was a tie vote, 
actually ... they had to do a 
roll call vote and one per-
son changed his mind, and 
he had a letter in his pocket 
from his mother.”

“Rightfully Hers: Ameri-
can Women and the Vote” is 
coming to the Fite-Fessenden 
House from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday to tell that story 

of women’s rights activists 
throughout U.S. history and 
their key role in driving Ten-
nessee’s decision.

“We ordered an exhibit 
from the National Archives,” 
Moscardelli said. “They’re 
cardboard exhibits, and we’re 
going to set them up in the 
backyard. We also have an 
exhibit about local connec-
tions to the suffrage move-
ment.”

The Margaret Gaston 
Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and 
Historic Lebanon are joining 
with Fite-Fessenden to host 
the event. Refreshments will 
be served, and 1920s musical 
selections will be performed 
on violin and dulcimer.

“Aug. 18 is the actual 100th 
anniversary of the ratifica-
tion of the 19th Amendment, 
so we thought it would be a 
fun activity for people to do 
on the back lawn,” Histor-
ic Lebanon Director Kim 
Parks said. “It will also allow 
for people to maintain social 
distancing ... the Tennessee 
State Museum has opened 
back up and has a great 
exhibit on this as well, but we 
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Wilson County’s newest school 
celebrated its first year with a rib-
bon cutting on Thursday, ahead of 
the Green Hill High School Hawks’ 
first day inside next week.

GHHS cost $107 million to com-
plete and will accommodate rough-
ly 2,000 students. It is among the 

largest public projects in county his-
tory and Wilson County Schools’ 
largest facility to date.

Mt. Juliet Middle School’s 7th 
and 8th grade class will also attend 
GHHS this year as part of a restruc-
turing brought on by the March 3 
tornado, which is expected to put 
the building near capacity.

“I’m so thankful that we have 

this school, because just a little 
over five-and-a-half months ago we 
lost two structures in the tornado,” 
Wilson County Director of Schools 
Donna Wright said. “Displaced 
1,700 kids and 150 staff members, 
and I think often, what would we 
have done had we not had this 

Hawks come home to roost 

Green Hill High School ready for first year 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Green Hill High School celebrates the start of its first year with a ribbon cutting held Thursday. From left are 
Mayor Randall Hutto, school board-elect Jamie Farough, school board-elect Carrie Hartzog Pfeiffer, Director of 
Schools Donna Wright, GHHS Principal Kevin Dawson, school board member Linda Armistead and school board 
member Chad Karl.

Wilson County to 
celebrate 100 years of 
women’s voting rights
2 commemorative 
exhibits coming  

to town next week
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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