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Sports
Four Wilson County wrestlers 

reach championship round. B1$1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Susann Williams and her son 
were struggling to find a place 
in the Wilson County communi-
ty after he was diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder.

The daily challenges the 
7-year-old faces between ASD 
and his hearing loss made it 
hard to find common ground 
with other families, but that all 

changed when Williams found 
a support group on Facebook 
about a year ago.

“Even though I’ve never met 
many of these parents, I know 
them,” she said. “I know the 
apprehension they feel trying 
to navigate a trip to the local 
grocery store and the joy they 
feel when their child or chil-
dren attend an indoor play-
ground without the fear of being 

knocked down or treated poorly. 
This group has given me a com-
munity.”

More than 1,000 parents like 
Williams are part of the Mid-
dle TN Disability Resources & 
Suppor t page. Members dis-
cuss everything from insurance 
and therapies to play dates and 
events as they work to build bet-
ter lives for their children.

“Raising a child with disabil-
ities is challenging,” Wilson 
County resident and group 

member Yadira Calderon said. 
“It takes a lot of work to achieve 
quality of life. This group fulfills 
our needs, from comfor t and 
support to detailed information 
on ser vices needed to keep 
helping our kids. In this era of 
information overload, this group 
streamlines what is useful.”

Those parents were able to 
come together thanks to Nash-
ville resident Amy Chanin, who 
created the group last year.

“It only has 1,100 members, 

but it’s a tight knit group and we 
help each other,” she said. “It’s 
a judgment free zone, parents 
are able to express their frus-
trations and ask about various 
topics. Lots of people give help-
ful advice and share resources. 
Even if we help one family, that’s 
all that matters.”

Chanin is familiar with the 
struggles disability brings, from 
raising her 6-year-old son with 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

A Lebanon man charged with 
mailing death threats to sever-
al elected officials was released 
from the Wilson 
County Jail  on 
bond Monday and 
will be monitored 
until his March 30 
court date.

Phillip Wayne 
Foster, 68, was 
granted the condi-
tional release fol-
lowing an appear-
ance in criminal 
court. He will be unable to per-
sonally send mail and has been 
ordered to have no contact with 
the alleged victims, among other 
restrictions.

The Wilson County Sherif f ’s 
Office said the letters involved 
in the case included threats of 
injury or death, bomb threats and 
threats to distribute or deliver 
chemical agents.

They had repor tedly been 
mailed over several years to vic-
tims including two circuit court 
judges, two general sessions court 
judges, a current sheriff, a former 
sheriff and an undisclosed number 
of private businesses and citizens.

WCSO has not released the 
names of any victims and is cur-
rently unable to disclose why the 
letters were sent.

During a brief witness testimony, 
Detective Mike Barbee said the 
department is awaiting forensic 
analysis on several items related 
to the case, including recordings 
from the dash cam on Foster’s 
vehicle.

“He had a camera facing the 
front and the rear of the vehicle,” 
Barbee said. “It appears when he 
would go to a location, he would 
usually pass the location, circle 
back and then park in the park-
ing lot at the rear of the parking 
lot that would give access for the 
vehicle to pick up as he walked all 
the way into the store. We saw that 
numerous times … it was deter-
mined that he did watch the cam-
eras from his cell phone.”

Foster is facing charges 
including distribution of any 
substance as an act of terror-
ism or as a hoax, three counts of 
false reports and four counts of  
harassment.

Man charged 
with bomb 

threats released 
on bond 

Suspect ordered no 
contact with victims 

and will be 
monitored pretrial 

Phillip  
Wayne Foster

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Car burglaries continue 
to plague Mt. Juliet with two 
neighborhoods repor t ing 
break-ins over the weekend, 
but police point out that the 
rate of occurrence is decreas-
ing.

In total, six unlocked vehi-
cle repor ts were processed 

Friday, prompting MJPD to 
disseminate alerts to Mt. Juliet 
residents all weekend about 
locking their cars. The reports 
came from two subdivisions, 
Windtree Trace and Nichols 
Vale, and they mentioned sto-
len valuables including two 
handguns, a laptop and a wal-
let.

Residents of Mt. Juliet have 

grown accustomed to seeing 
alerts from MJPD about these 
kinds of crimes in recent years, 
and car burglars would appear 
to have been targeting Mt. 
Juliet in particular a decade 
ago. From 2010 to 2019, Mt. 
Juliet’s burglary incidence has 
actually been cut by more than 
half — an approximate 56% 
decline so far.

MJPD Capt. Tyler Chandler 
attributes this to “a team effort 
of community members, elect-

ed of ficials and law enforce-
ment. We all continue to work 
together to ensure [Mt. Juliet] 
remains safe.  Thankfully, 
we’ve seen a 20% drop (2018 
to 2019) in car burglary due 
to this collaborative effort. Car 
burglaries continue to trend 
low, although we’ve had some 
recent burglaries in the recent 
days.”

Part of the problem, though, 

Car burglaries spark questions about Mt. Juliet response 
Rate of crime on 10-year downward trend

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Despite the frequent rain, 
construction of the new Jones 
Brummett Elementary School is 
on track.

“We’re doing really well,” 
Lebanon Special School Dis-
trict Director Scott Benson said. 
“Even though the weather has 
been bad, we’ve only missed a 
few days. What made up for that, 
we worked several evenings and 
weekends.”

The $30 million school is 
being built on 57 acres at the 
intersection of Hartmann Drive 
and Coles Ferry Pike. Benson 
said meetings to select furniture 
have been held, and interior 

tile and paint colors have been 
selected. District librarians are 
preparing to order material for 
the school’s library.

Ground was broken for the 
project on Oct. 23, and early 
snags in site preparation, get-
ting the proper fill material 
and reaching bedrock, have 

been overcome.
Benson said there is a lot of 

leeway in the schedule that has 
the building opening for stu-
dents in August 2021. The dis-
trict expects to take possession 
of the school that spring.

The 119,000-square-foot struc-
ture will have an initial capaci-

ty of 800 students, but expects 
to open with about 500. The 
school’s mascot is the Hawks 
and its colors are navy blue and 
emerald green.

“There’s lots going on behind 
the scenes,” Benson said regard-
ing preparations for the new 
school.

New LSSD school on track despite weather
$30 million 

elementary facility 
will have capacity 

of 800 pupils

Photos by Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

A lone worker heads from the construction office to the worksite on a drizzly Monday morning at the site of the new Jones Brummett Ele-
mentary School being built by the Lebanon Special School District.

A crew works Monday morning on the foundation of the new Jones Brummett Elementary School at 
1530 Hartmann Dr. in Lebanon.
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Disability support group a way forward for parents
Resources, play dates and more offered 

SEE GROUP/PAGE A5
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