
Toys for children of all ages line the walls, 
and workers are busy filling bags of goodies, 
but this isn’t Santa’s workshop: it’s Wilson 
County Christmas For All.

The nonprofit organization provides 
Christmas gifts for children throughout 
Lebanon and Watertown annually, with this 
year’s distribution running through noon 
on Dec. 18 at Westland United Methodist 
Church.

“We usually have around 2,000 kids, and 
I’m thinking this year it’s going to be more,” 
Wilson County Christmas For All board 
member Linda Schenk said. “We put out 
applications at the Department of Human 
Services the third week in October, and it 
really goes full speed after Thanksgiving.”

Wilson County Christmas For All board 
President Alan Ricketts said the applications 
are open until Dec. 11 this year.

“The only screening we have is that we 
look to make sure the kids are enrolled in 
school in Wilson County,” he said. “We don’t 
go into a lot of analysis about income and 

all that stuff, we leave that up to the people 
applying.”

Children from birth to age 15 send in 
their Christmas wish lists through the appli-
cations, and volunteers known as “Shoppers” 
spend the distribution period finding the 
perfect gifts from the organization’s stock.

“This is my third year volunteering,” 
Tammy Blanchard said. “We get a list of the 
kids’ names and ages, and the things they’re 
hoping Santa brings. Then we try and fill 
our shopping bags to make all the children 
happy. It’s very heartwarming and fulfill-
ing, just knowing they’re all going to have a 
happy, merry Christmas.”

From L.O.L. Surprise! dolls and bicycles 
to Avengers merchandise and art supplies, 
the volunteers have plenty of toys to choose 
from, and Wilson County Christmas For All 
Purchasing Agent Juli Kelley spends the 
year making sure of it.

“We start stocking up on toys for the next 
year on Dec. 26,” she said. “They’re pur-
chased year-round, and there are quite a few 
stores that really work with us to make sure 
we can get everything we need.”

Kelley stays on the lookout for deals 
and makes frequent stops at locations like 
Walmart. The toys are kept in storage for  
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The Wilson County Commis-
sion is set to hear a resolution 
to allocate $995,000 in toward 
a field house and press box at 
West Wilson Middle School after 
it passed the education and bud-
get committees on Thursday.

Previously, the commis-

sion had amended a resolution 
granting $1.295 million for the 
project to $300,000 and placed 
the rest into debt service. The 
full amount is left over from the 
Gladeville Middle School project.

“My understanding is that 
there were some communication 
issues as to what happened with 
the West Wilson Middle School 

fieldhouse project that was 
changed on the floor,” District 
18 Commissioner and educa-
tion committee member Lauren 
Breeze said. “Unfortunately, the 
million dollars that were moved 
into debt service is just going to 
sit there for the next 10 years or 
so, because you can’t pay off a 
bond like you can pay off a mort-
gage.”

Plans for the field house proj-
ect include two bathrooms, male 

and female, with an ADA-com-
pliant stall in each, a concession 
stand with a food prep area, lock-
er rooms and equipment rooms.

District 3 Commissioner 
Bobby Franklin raised concerns 
about the resolution, which 
would see the contractor honor 
the alternate price used for the 
same type of facilities at Gladev-
ille Middle School.
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Concerns raised over bid process

When asked what types of careers 
some of her students chose to 
research for STEM education, Lind-
say Tate, fifth-grade teacher at Rut-
land Elementary School, said exam-
ples would be microbiologist, zoolo-
gist, dietician and software developer 
among many others.

Tate asked each of her students 
to find a career they were interested 
in and write a report on the subject. 
Thursday night, STEM Night at the 
school, had the children showing 
their parents what they had learned.

“We gave them a bunch of 
options, they did the research on it 
and then created paper slides,” said 
Tate. “They then took the paper 
slides and put them into Google 
slides.”

STEM stands for science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math. Accord-
ing to the board of education, intro-
duction to STEM is usually around 
third grade.
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prep for STEM

Patrons of the Lebanon-Wilson 
County Public Library will see one 
immediate benefit of the branch’s 
closure for renovations — they won’t 
have to pay overdue fines on the 
books they have out.

The library, at 108 S. Hatton Ave., 
is closed until at least Jan. 6.

Library Director Alesia Burnley 
said the sprucing up — new paint 
and carpet — was planned because 
of the age of the building. The proj-
ect hit a snag when contractors in to 
give an estimate discovered asbestos 
under the carpet in an older section 
of the library.

The library has had three addi-
tions since its original opening 1965, 
with the latest addition constructed 
in 2005. It was in the older part of the 
facility that the asbestos was located.

Burnley said there was no health 
risk to patrons.

“No, none at all,” said Burnley. 
“There was no danger because it was 
under the carpet.”

The crew removing the asbes-
tos has sealed off that section of the 
building with plastic sheeting. None-
theless, other work has stopped until 
the material, coming in construction 
at the time, is removed.

“It has been 30 years since there 
were any changes made there,” said 
Burnley. “It is a mess in there right 
now.”
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Organization provides gifts to thousands annually

Christmas For All spreads cheer to area children

Photo by Ethan Steinquest - Lebanon Democrat 

Juli Kelley, at left, and J.R. Kelley, at right, search out gifts from a child’s wish list during Wilson County Christmas For All, a distribu-
tion drive running through noon on Dec. 18 that will provide presents for an estimated 2,000 children in Lebanon and Watertown. 

WHEN IS WILSON COUNTY 

CHRISTMAS FOR ALL?
Applications for gifts available from the 

Department of Human Services through 
Dec. 11. Distribution taking place at 
Westland United Methodist Church until 
noon on Dec. 18Hours are 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays, 9 a.m. to 
noon Saturdays.

WANT TO HELP?

Volunteers can get involved by calling 
615-547-1106 or reaching out to Wilson 
County Christmas For All on Facebook. 
Monetary and toy donations accepted 
throughout the yearHelp with sorting, 
bagging and loading gifts into cars needed 
during distribution season, help processing 
names and applications needed in late 
October each year.
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